A bowhead whale scene drawn on a whale camp tent
By whale counter and professional artist Barbara Taylor.
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Dave Rugh, the National Marine Fisheries Service
trainer for this year’s whale counters, shows how all
whale count data is carefully logged.
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Whale Counter Simon Koonook of Point Hope watches for bowhead whales

Twenty-six people will be
walching  or  listening  for
whales this spring as part ol
the North Slope Borough's
Whale Census and Inupiat Mar-
ine Science Training Project

Thf}' will he ~.|'|r-:";|d beiween
four camps that, weather per
milimg, will be on the edge

of the we near Barrow Trom
April through June, The Ffirst
visual whale counting camp

was estahlished near Poim Bar-
row the second week of April
By that time the counders had
already undergone a week ol
training.

The thiee whale
counting camps will be spaced
abowt a mile apart on the edpe
of the shore ice. Each camp
will serve as a check o the
avclracy of the other two

For example, a while seen
by the Lirst camp will hecount
ed and the ume u appearcd
will be noled. As 1
north  the
|_';].I1I1!"-.

'|-'|-|1iI|L'

visual

LA [T
secomd  and thad
'\I‘llll-'ll.l e LI wamie
reasonably  suare all
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same whale agod ool dilterent
ones, the umeés ol the sight
ings will he compared
an estimale of a whale s swim

ming speed, the times should
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fall within o predtable range
Those that don't can be con
sidered guestiomable sightwgs

[0 make sure the counters
al any one camp don’t count
the same whale twice, a whale
position will be recorded with
a surveying instiument called a
Cnge
the counted whale
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Fach wvisual counling camp
will three pgople  on
watch at all times. When u
whale 15 spotied. one person
will aperate the theodolite
one will watch for more whales
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while the third  person will
record the Nindings
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Both  the artists, Barbara
Favlor and Point Hope's Si

mion  Koomsok . are hack on
duty  this vear Simon  also
spends fime seal hunfing  be

Iween whale countmg chuores
Fhe acoustic camp will house
tewer  people but will  hawve
g mere lar-reac hing monlonng
Listening
derwater  microphones,  the
deoustic  expents will Ly 1o

hear any whales traveling under

range through un

the cover of e or beyond the
fange of hmoculars

Inupiat whalters have clanmed
that many whales escape sur
cinnds by Traveling ol
lgad
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A the whiole cownting o esws
will supporrted  through

the Sah Slope Borough's new
Research Center in Browerville

North Slope Borough whale counters will be working out of camps on the edge ol ice

_leads near Barrow from April through June, weather permitting.



