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chase for their livelihood,  They argue that this is -

’ l'-'f today, and that in addition there is a cultural need,

nearly to the level of a religious attitude, which can only be fulfilled
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earth is descended from once-
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Unfortunately this does not
seem (0 be the case, A mass of
testimony exists showing that
the worst offenders in terms
of waste are Native hunters
and fishers. Examples from
headhunting of walruses 1o in-
discriminate slaughter of cari-
bou and wanton waste of
waterfowl are common.

I have personal knowledge
of some of this, nearly any
fish and wildlife protection
officer will tell you the same
thing, and the evidence pro.
vided the House Special Com.
mittee on Subsistence is espec-
jally damning in this regard,
This may simply be a leftover
cultural practice, but it cer-
lainly does not look good
when those who waste most
ask for preferential access to
wildlife.

The truth seems to be that

many Native hunters are more
wasteful of game than most
all non-Matives even when giy-
en racially exclusive privilege
to many species.

Very few Natives have dis-
cernible “need” 1o hunt or
fish beyond that of urban resi-
dents, While their personal
desire to hunt is fully legiti-
mate, 50 is that of the urban
dweller. To fuzz this over by
trying to play on irrational
white guilt and to demand
preference instead of equality
is not only unjust, but can
lead to justified backlash.

For example, recemly on a
plane trip 0 a major “Bush™
community, | overheard a
discussion between two men
and a woman who were long-
term (one lifelong) Alaska
residents, concerning  their
growing anger al Native pref-
€rence,

One stated that since Nalives
receive free medical benefits,
pay nothjng for education, can
get the federal government to
provide them nearly free hous-
ing, can get grants of all kinds
simply by virtue of being Na-
Aive, have limitless programs
directed toward helping them
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and wamt all these services so
that they can live in the Bush
and not work, they have be-
come 1otally irresponsible.

Another said that was not
completely fair since there was
little Bush work, but agreed
that huge transfer paymenis
made village life attractive
since it was subsidized by the
taxpayers.

The third said that though
she was part Native, she was
sick of all the Native prefer.
ence. She had calculated that
since the Native claims act
the amount of federal and state
money and in-kind services giv-
en to Natives had amounted 1o
between §$1850,000 and §200.-
000 per capita. Mow Natives
had the effrontery, she com-
plained to act like dogs in
the manger (she used a less
fMattering term) and demand
that the non-native who is
already taking care of their
every need from cradle to grave
give up the right to equal hunt-
ing in favor of Natives.

| cannol in a newspaper
article convey the sense of ab.
solute  vituperation and dis-
gusi whh:h_nlnimlud this con.
versation, now would | repeat
the actual words used to de-
scribe MNatives, but | can sug-
gest that these atiitudes are
increasingly common among
non-natives who are aclually
aware of what life in the

(Continued on Page Five)




in. the Bush from Natives . ,
(coliched in equally vicious 1:"!'“'!",&-“&‘
‘unepeatable terms) who 2" disadvantaging others in a
have come 1o believe that punitive fashion, we have ex-
somebow they are not being  Perienced 4 decline in the
given enough and who fect MOMl: power of a sense of
\i' whites owe them more and JUstice and compassion in favor
- more, of an increasing acceptance of
‘reinforee each a5 the basis
i prowing
that use
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: péctly meant To benefit one
: race at the expense of the
. other, ' :

" Ever since the 19508 with ol :
the vast expansion of public 00! them out. If we have not

programs  that  deliberately ®7ived there, we are well on
“take money from one class of theway. =

This is a circumstance for
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which we will eventually pay
dearly. We must not add the
subsistence injustice to the
list of debts to come due. We
cannot afford any further insti- .
tutionalization of governmen.

" tal privilege.

Arthur Hippler, co-founder
af the Alaska Civil Liberries
Unmion, is a research associate
professor of anthropology at
the Ingtitute for Soeial end
Fronomic Research, University

of Alaska.




