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| am writing h'l answer o

Arthur er's column of
April Im Divisive Sub-

sistence lssue,” a very In:-l:

“Briefly. Alaska Natives
sisting that they want firsi
call on Mlﬂllﬂdm'
by virtue of their subsistence
need.” A stalemeni
that. more than

- 3 =
Alaska Natives are not now, nor have they 1 my knowledge ever been, in
a position 1o insist upon anything, unless you count their pre-
‘era, when of course, there was no need
Alaska Native were in such a siruation,
aof activities necessary for survival.

-
(]

r insistence.  And even if the
wbt they would deprive others

“civilized"

thanks, for there M will not be
¢enough to cite overheard con-
versations or even “personal
knowledge™ of waste in the
Bush, unless such references
can be upheld by objective
documentation, '

The use of the aforemen- ,
tioned -::unn 5 a l;hd
journalistic  practice, in
the case of Mr, Hippler's col-
umn, | cannol wm

on everdngreasing refinement
of nature, and the gadgetry
that seems aimed 1o insure
they never have 1o leave an
armchair or, conversely, makes
of simple walking and run-
ning & "huprw sorif

made in the Lower 48, |

Mhnﬂdﬁulml
. or worse, listened

- limitless . programs

viees . ... between $180,000
and $200000 per capita”
and “receive free medical bene-
fits, pay nothing for educa-
tion, cam get the federal gov-
emment o provide them
nearly free housing, can gei
granis of all kinds simply by
virtue, of being MNative, have
directed
toward helping them and wani
all these services su that they
can live in the Bush and no
work, they have became total-
ly irresponsible™; and other
such nonsénse only shows that
he cannot have had the same
reachers | had,

Judging by the wnational
budget in its present unbal-

anced state, we Eskimos are

nit the sole recipients of gov.

emmental bounty. While it is

true that any Native is eligible
o receive free medical atten-

vion, this is a situation that was
 mandated. FOR us by well.

intentioned whites — amd it is
also true that many Natives
can and do seek private care 1o

-"lm’dhﬁulu sit for hours

: allention, often sar-
; by non-Natives in the
] g rooms.

many Natives. ook
m of company insur-

ance plans wherever | worked
and | wondered how many
as | did, could give an ironic
laugh upon reading about “free
mediwal care”™ — when every-
one  knows that  msurance
companies neither knew, nor
cared, but charged me exactly
the same premiom as my
fnon-Native co-workers”

The factis, any of Mr
Hippler's statements couldNbe
applied 1o non-Natives — and |
do not here offer a paean of
praise for the “poor. misun-
derstood Mative™ because we,
being human (a biological fact
that seems lo escape many
non-Natives) have our pecca-
dilloes, we do have bums on
Fourth Avenue, sitting side by
side with white. Negro, and
other unfortunate members of
the alcobolic race. |

S0 what ol subsistence”
Come up and live in Unalaklee
somelimes.

Check out the prices for
stove oil and propane (il you
can afford the stoves these
fuels feed), and you will
not wonder why my neighbor
hauls wood from the hills Tar
away .

Case the meat section fur
pork chops al S1] a package.
and hamburger for $§46 a tiny
package. When you get the
wige 1o snack, check out the
Fritos for S3.00 a bag, and
if. by ;ltm# your hady. like

IEunﬂlﬂd on Page Five)
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Zlys defends subsistence

{Continued from Page Three)

mine; craves a vitamin or two
every mnow and- then, how
about oranges for 5746 a
dozen?

Move 1o the city, you
say? Al bui | read where un-
employment i al an all-time
high, there’s a severe housing
shortage that has forced even
respectable  non-Natives 1o
wish for a sumptuous berth
in Willow Park (for the unin-
itiated, that is the governmeni
housing that abuts the down-
town graveyard), and who can
afford a car? | must have
frittered away MY share of

- that $200,000.

My parents, both of retire-
ment age, both working (my
father, a ed carpenter,

green vegetable except kcllp.
which we still mostly leave 10

- the Japanese); how Lo preserve

berriés (salmon berries contain,
providentially it would seem.
more Vitamin C than oranges
by far); how 10 make seal oil
(I recently learned that Eski-
mos owe their low incidence
of heart trouble 10 the seal oil
that accompanies much ol the
subsistence meal - very little
cholesierol); and how 10 know
when 1o ¢ome in out of the

. SNOW,

Mr. Hippler, | don’t wani
first call  on subsisience
resources. | do not hate whiles.

| am not living in the so |
don't have o work ~ I tried
working il the city, and was
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