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X state fundfunds to help pick up some of the pieces left by
the sudden and drastic federal services cutback in Alaska
was'was' voted down last week by the state Houselouse} of RepreRepre--
sentatives whose main argument with the fund was
that the governor - not they - would manage it.it.

The federal shortfall fund totalled $2020$ million and
was intended to plug the leaks poked in the social service
programs net by the new Reaganomics.Reaganomics .

As we see it , Reaganomics means the rich get richer ,
the Pentagon gets missiles , the middle class gets taxes and
the poor get cheese.cheese.,

No one really knows what the final tally will be on
the effects of the cutbacks in Alaska but it is certain to
be far more than $2020$ million in lost revenues.revenues.

So , in an effort to take care of some of the needs
created by the cutbackcutbacks - needs including food , housinghousing"-housing""

, -

energy assistance , and schooling in the/BushtheBushtheBush/; - some farfar-far*-
sighted legislators proposed the federal shortfall fund *

And , for a whflewhile , it looked like reasonreason .woulwoulwould.
l prevail and

the bill would pass.pass.
But last week the Legislature changed its collective

mind and barely defeated the bill on a reconsideration
vote.vote. The reason most frequently , given i, for the change
of heart was that the LegislatorLegislators didn'tdidnt' want the governor'governoriovemor'iovemor'
to have the power in allocatingallocating' ' thethe shortfall-shortfall- rnoneymoney ,,
They felt this was their duty.duty., ,

Unfortunately , there itsis ag'g' logistical iproblemEproblem with
all this.this. tjp .

AAS we said , no one reallyreally knows yet what the final
cutbacks will be and in what area theythey-willtheywill-will occur.occur. And
the; final tally isntisn't' expected to be known for somesonic'sonic '

time - long after the Legislature is expected to ad,
joumjourn and SQgo home until next January.January. Unless , a special
session is held and our state house has never beenbeen knownknown
to like those.those.

By next January , many of the expected hardships will
be falling upon the shoulders of the needy with the cloutclouts
to allocateallocato the shortfall
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money as neededneeded.needed,.
There is but,, tic} Legislature , apparently doesn'tdoesntcloesn''tcloesnt'

feel that the governorgovernor is qualified to do i; so.'They.soThey.soTheyso.so. "TheyThey'" . want
that power,

This battle of
'

wills has been ,
going , on between thetlfe

legislative and 'executiveexecutiveexecutive branches.branches . "ofof," of governmentgovernment'government'for'for' for'for'

someSome {Time.Timeime.ime. And
,

weWe have sympathesizedlwltlrtheJLeg'sympathesizedlwltlrtheJLegsympathesized with 'thethe' , Leg-Leg'- .,

islaturcislature on most.mostmolt. occasions but in this casecase , wewe.. feel
;
itIt'It'

necessary to depart.depart..;
.ItIt-It.- is clear that unless ,

tomcthtngsomething isit done soon.soonsoon'
'

. very'veryvery ',

soon,,. , no money
-

will ,
be-bebee-', allocatedalldeated'alldeated',, .nono., po 'programsprograms'programprogram'

will
be bolstered/bolsteredbolstered-/, and not one bloody'bloody' tilingthing '-will

w-ill'will be "lionslions" one,

to .helphelp. the manyntany peoplepeople' ' who , willwill'jufferwilljuffer' suffer because of ,
'

the federal cutbacks-cutbackscutbacks.-.' And , ., In , the words ofof Martin
Ivanlean of the Association of'of' '

, Village'Village', Council , Press-PressPresi- '

dents , "therethere" will be greatTreat hardship.hardshiphardshi"p."
." '

The fedsreds have
, (tailed.tailedstalled., Many brancllesbranches of "statestate"

state
,
;
,

*

gov.gov.'

eminenternment have stalled ? And nownow , the l Legislatureogislatttre isI'I'$ . bickibick
eringBring over a piecepiece ofbf powerpo vet politicspolitics.., s ;

'"
.

It is bccopiingbecorhing pamfuU/pamfuUpainfully'painfully/' r* obvious jtha1 'theirtheir'
, manymany'many' 'of'of' '

the people who run this siate'really'siatereallyfate ' really
'

don'tdont' give a damndamn
about the'the' needy people of "thth"

thee'stat-

e

estat-

e'
state.state.* O01

Onlynly, aboutabout , their'theirtheir
,
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littlelittle nefdoms.nefdomsfiefdoms., ;j//j;; / ,/ -
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AndAnd .
;'whenwhen' thetote weatherweather gets qoldwld and the food becomesbecomes' ', ,

scarcescarceand,
and, the Seating'beatinoilrunsbeatinoilruns'

$ )'; oil.oil., runs out/thatoutthatout/, that kind of non-non-
caringnondaringgoyemmertt, goyernmeftt

;
, isisb, (,.bridgingbridging. doing on beingcriminallybong | 'criminallycriminally'
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