Let them eat cheese....

A state fund to help pick up some of the pieces left by
the sudden and drastic federal services cutback in Alaska
was voted down last week by the state House of Repre-
sentatives whose main argument with the fund was
that the governor - not they — would manage it.

The federal shortfall fund totalled $20 million and
was intended to plug the leaks poked in the social service
programs net by the new Reaganomics.

As we see it, Reaganomics means the rich get richer,
the Pentagon gets missiles, the middle class gets taxes and
the poor get cheese.

No one really knows what the final tally will be on
the effects of the cutbacks in Alaska but it is certain to
be far more than $20 million in lost revenues,

S0, in an effort to take care of some of the needs
created by the cutbacks - needs including food, housing,
energy assistance, and schooling in the Bush — some far-
sighted legislators proposed the federal shortfall fund.
And, for a while, it looked like reason would prevail and
the bill would pass.

But last week the Legislature changed its collective
mind and barely defeated the bill on a reconsideration
vote. The reason most frequently given for the change
of heart was that the Legislators didn't want the governor
to have the power in allocating the shortfall money.
They felt this was their duty. .

Unfortunately, there is a logistical problem with
all this. o -

As we said, no one really knows yet what the final

cutbacks will be and in what area they will occur. And
the final tally isn‘t expected to be known for some
time — long after the Legislature is expected to ad:
joum and go home until next January. Unless a special
session is held and our state house has never been known
to like those. '

By next January, many of the expected hardships will
be falling upon the shoulders of the needy with the clout

There is but the Legislature apparently doesn't
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