
Relief soughtsoughtfromfrom fuel prices i
Willfill WalhwrightWaiowright andand, Atqas.AtqasAtgas. ,

uk (,remain at the! ' mmercyrcy of
high-pricedhighpriced-- fuel ojod) for heat
endand plightlight or canran the 512

, villagervillagers$ laptalc cheap local coal
for their energy needs ?

Only the highest legislative
body in the United States.States.,

the tjfJS.tjfJSO.SOS. . Congress , can answeranswer
that lauestigniiestjon.iiestjon,. Right now the
NortiNortlt Slope Borough ctnnotcannot
toucVlouclr'louclr' coal reserves neat the
two villages despite a recent
study that shows for Wain-Wain-

wright , at least , local coal
would be a cheaper fuel for
heat andsod electricity generation
than fuel oil.oil.

The coal deposits around At'AtAt-'-
jaiukasuk and Wainwright are with-withwith.-.

' in Ihcthe NationalPetrofeum? ational .PetrofeumPetrofeum., Re;;
sserverve Alaska.'TheAlaska.TheAlaskaTheAIas6jhe. ' coalcoat lielies'unliesun'Tin"Tin",
.detdet., dct 'land.land.land'land'

. tHatia} "has'has'has.has.has
"'

.' gonTtogone tai '-the
t-he
r-
the'

vulagevillage corporationsc'orporstionscorporstions'
, throughthrough'' \

the Alaska Native Lands'LandsUndt"Claim.UndtClaim.UndtClaim"
'
.Claim.Claim . ,

AcAct( ;, however , the subsurface ,

mmerajlmineral rightsrights ireare ttiUstill, held
byby'' the federal government'asgovernmentasgovernment -asas'-

parlofNPRA.parlofNPRApart of NPRA.NPRA.

The.U.STheU.STheUSThe.US.TheUS... . ,. Department of InIn.In.

terior has ,informed the North
Slope Borough that under prespres--

ent law it Cannot allow mining
in the region on anything but
an individual homeowner basis.basis.

It will take ofan act ConCon'' "

gressgross to allow the smatl-scatesmatlscatesmall-scalesmallscale-

cpal extraction proposed'proposed ' by
the Borough on behalf of the
512 residents irf Wainwright
and Atqasuk.Atqasuk.

The Congressional act to alal"al"

lowtow thttac'small-waletac'smalltacsmallwale, ynall-scalcynallscalc' -- mining al
ready has.beeit.hasbeeit.hasbeeithasbeeri.fntroducedhasbeerifntroduced., ,. unreduced tain

. 'ilhe/cnate.ilhecnate.'ilheilhecnate.cnateithe' ;

/,, $ertate.ertate. , hIt A'A-iiii-' Senate Billsill(

'' {(ContinuedContinued on Page Twelve )



"* ' '' tfl"tfl" 'I If ,

Coal mining permissionrmission sovghtsouthtforfor villageswill ffe (

( Continued from Page Nine)

2063.2063. Mayor Eugene Brower
submitted ictimonytetimony supporting
SB 2063 at a public hearing
htidheld by ththe Senate Subcom.SubcomSubcoin.Subcoin.

mittcemittee ortors Energy and Mineral
ResourceResources in Fairbanks the

" week of April 8.8S.S.

The bill would amend existexist--
ing law to authorize the SecSec--

retary of the(he Interior to permit
entities of local government or
Native organizations to extract
and use , without payment or

i royalties , coal from the NaNa.Na.

,tional Petroleum Reserve In

Alaska for heating and genera-generagenera.-.

liontion of electrical powepower within
thethe Borough.Borough.,
! -WhileWhile"WhiteWhite-" the North iSlope$11$ of

- Alaska is a major supplier.ofsupplierof.;
the lUljon"lUljonpation'spations"' domestic energy
resourceresources"resources,"** Mayor Eugene

i
t

i

' \
.

BrewerBrower testifiedtestified.,. "itit",it Is also a

region where Ihethe local popuPopi1

lation is becoming increasingly
energy deficient . . . We are
prepared to haiidlehai'dlehaidle' this prob ,

lem ourselves 4. with the help
of this legislationtegislati n - by switchswitch..

ing from expensive oil to
using oil to meet our energy
needs.needs."

ThepracticaityThepracticality, | of coal4oal isassa
fuel source has

,
been shown

'
in feasibility studies'commisstudiescommisstudies commis-commis-

sioned by ththe "NorthNorth
"

North ' Slope
Borough *, t-t# -'

A study completedcompleted in ,, 19801980''
concluded that oil'heatoilheatoil M' heat cost'

the average village 'householdhousehold'

$3,3883388$3,3883388$ ,, 'perper' yearyear;: ThatThat estimateestimate'estimate'

Is'basedIsbasedIs'Is' based tonon fuel,
toilfoil prices'ofpricesofprices'prices''

only S252 per gallon.gallon. (They have
gone up

,

sincethen.sincethensinctthen.sinctthen; , .) CoalCoalhel; ;hc ;

study'said.studysaid.studysaidstudy ,' said ,
.,
'

wouldwouldiary'InwouldiaryIn,,
vary'InvaryIn' ' cost"costcbst

"

', . ' f4-'if4'ii-' . ,

( "' ( i

' . -II-
1

Il

I

from $1.401.40140$ . to S7.4QS74Q57,405740., per
million(

Btu's.Btus.BtusBtu's' ., Taking the highhigh-high-
er figure , the average house ,
hold heated by Coalkoal would

havthave an.an., annual fuel bill of
$1,716.1716.1716$1,716$ , ., Thus , coal could cut
village fuel bills in half.half..

The practical detaildetails ofcoal'coal'
firedtired spa'ce-heatingspa'cespaceheatingspace-heating' - and elecelect.elect.
trical generation were shownshowp ,

coscost-effectivecosteffective-ffective for Wainwright
*' by a recent ttudystudy done by ArAN .:.,

tic Slope Technical , ServiceServices,
Inc.IncInca.' ( ASTSThe'ASTSTheASTS.TheASTSThe) .?,,;. ', studystudy''callsstudycalls' 'calls
"forfor
"

for anin ".underground-mine.undergroundmine.undergroundundergroundmine.;underground mine- .foefoefob'fob., '

'
., .,

'
'cotC1cotC1Cost'Cost' ' ' effeciiveneeffectiveness$ and adap-iadapiadap - {

"
'-labilitylability- ;ability'ability' to1td the environmentenvironment-ItenvironmentIt,;- It

estimates'estimateseitimates ;' thaithat'snnual'thatsnnual, ', 'annualannual' ' '"coalcoal
"

, needneeds couldcouldbe,be metmit by'minlhgbyminlhgbil-miniiSbilminiiS' - [

anin , areaare
' 6,2Q62Q.

, ,20/feet,2020feet, /, 'fettfett' by 80feet80jeet, ',
' by 90 feei.feei., As .Mayor'.MayorMayorMajor-Major.

'- BrowcBrowsf;

- ' stateuates In'hhInhhin'in' his lestlmonytistimpny thii'lthiilthis'lsthisls'

not/jargc'nonotjargc'nojargcnonoy /prgc[ 'lnoigh( ( gh in causecause tna-tnama-ma--,'
, ' . .i ' /ff/ ' ' r, .iiiiii |

1 \\ i'i'

' '* * . , /

jor environmentalenvironmental Impactimpact ,', -
In'Inin

' 'tupporting'tupporting'supponini'SHsupponiniSH' '',; SB 30632063'
" );

Mayor BrowcrBrower citedcltediiithifother d',/,
vantage $ to 'thethe' .locallocal. local tbal ex.ex'

*.
,

traction enterpriseinte
,

r6'-Icono'm'r6'r6Icono'm'Iconom'
,,. ;

- "Econom"Econom" '
";

Ielc conditioncdnditIomjln-InIn-, : uruf , villagevillagtf?
are bleak 'andand' employment
opportunitiesopportuniiies areari "scarce.scarce.scarce'sarce.sarce.sarce"' . , But
ibe(hi t6sts-ort6stsorost - oftheeentiai"or'oftheeentiaiorthe , essentids"of'essentidsof$$ 12 , $ ,

"" ' ',

life'life' areik much'much' highechloei than in
less remote'remoteremote'communitiesremotecommunities' communities, ThiThis

, legislationlegislatiolf waiwul help Jo30 -tlm-ttimttim*,
, ulateVlate our JocalIJocal VillageVillage"'econ6.Villageecon6.Villageecon6;"'econo-i'econoeconoi' -., :

'irrileirrile',miel ,
with 'Job-'JobJob')oVoopott6nitles'oVoopott6nitles- opporluniife '

'
, and low ,

concost energy ," i.i. J 'JsJs/t't't/ 4'

Even.withEvenwithEven .'
with tnethe passage 6fiBSB! ,

. 2062063 thethe'' development of coa'icoaiciiar( '

- ' ort.ort66
. 'thethe'

; North ; Slope \'would'wouldwould\' woAd
jtemah
0

ftemato'6doftemato6do'under Ihffthe authority of'of',

1} the DtpartmpntDtpartmOi ofiheof ihi Interior.InteriorIntitior'-Intitior'Intitior.'-
'

' '
The-The- SecretarySecretiri of , the1thi'Interiot'thiInteriot' Interior '

t itA0uld-cteaw'anytA0uldcteaw'anycteawanycould: ,
- create ' any ,

, additional'additional'
legulatfoiiwvjulati

.
a* ' ., jihathit he.he.,, ia

.
Tit ;.

* ifiVW *_ jj

, 'w.4ti/w.4ti'w.4tiw4ti' / 'S"S' " ' 'II' ' \- , . . ?
? fofot environmentalerivir6nmental protectionprotec tion * . . -"

1

;flnally.MayflnallyMayFinally ,,'. Mayoroi BBr9we.Br9we?weisiip. s-'s' '

. portports SBSO 2063as20634i4meonstii; a meansld;
,

ihelphtlpNonhorth
,

SlopeS16 e 0sidents(isidenlf reap\reapriiaj\,, i

" "'

. more* ofofthethe 4riirgk'b4riirgkbenergy ' ;: bountyunty '
' 'thatthat' thetho Arctic , provides-theprovidesthe0rov14ei,1fij0rov14ei1fij-,,

,

Wt'bttbt' b : 'the'thethe'', ' riniiatltlon.AtlonAn.n*. . A4( hehi"jutjut"put-
'pu- t'
,

tt.tt. "It'It"It"'WouldItWould" '"' 'wouldwould' WHow.Howw4iople"w4iople. p'eople'-p'eople'people' '"-',whowho'ho,
'

struggle'againststruggleagainststru
I

I

ggle '-s'gaJnstAs-gaJnstA' '
,

, ,
a harsh/harshharsh

. A/
i eftvironmenttfiviroamcni Iq'

, to proudlyi'main-proudlyi'mainproudlyimainproudlis'main.proudlismain.proudlismain'
-. ;: ,

,

tain.theirtaintheirIlalnthcit., vfay% ajVof life, Passage.Passagehsiage .
pf'SeriatpfSeriatof ' Scriato ,

,
BiHBill

,
2063, would

,
'

.'case'ourcaseour' case ', o.o.ur
'64urdenindW'alie.us/urdenindWalie.usurdenindW'alie.usurdenindWalieusurden and Ynakiuiv-Ynakiuiv'

., , /- .

i; 'JustJust' asss-lt6rcsof.the'natlon-s-slt6rcsof.thenatlons-slt6rcsof.the'natlons-slt6rcsofthenatlonthe, rest( of.of. the 'natton-natton,-- ' ,
( enenv'larlesenenvlarles' of "Alaska'Alaska" ' "great.great.great"

. i'i' , .
'

,

siores of eneid.eneid *"* ' ' ' ' ' ' ' " ' '
,stores ener . , - , ,

iY ;;, 'iryoubavecoinmentiryoubavecoinment-WyouWyou'-
,
b3ve'co1nb3veco1n'

m'eniso'r'-m'eniso'r'menisor'
or'

,'-,'
iluctions'on-thlsiluctions'oniluctionsonthlsquestions$

'
,on.on-.',, this "IttislitIttislit"

legislationIon ,", ., ll 1

4"contadt4contadt"'contaiicontaii' $61uAliis-ka$61uAliis61uAliiska'AfaskaAfaska'
- '

. .$ou( SenatorSenators i'i' '
-t'Tedt'TedtTed- 'Ted StevensS4 6% or Frank'Frank"iA'Wrkow4iAWrkow4" ' '

Mwk0w / ' j ; " |

, skl or wrivhlti'thivhltithi'
the.the. Subcommittee"SubcommitteeVb ornmil let'let"' . .

'
'

,-11- bn .EnergyEnergy
.,
Erierjy'an4Erierjyan4'

and.and., Mineral'Dcvcl-Mineral'DcvclMineralDcvclMineral'Mineral' Deirl -
'
,

''.
opmcnt.opmcntopment., ; . -- : 4f ,
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