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Native land1.anaanaland.landclaimsclaimsclarms has been ratedratedoneone of the big news-newsnews-
starfes

news-
stor

news-
stories

-
starfesstoriessto-rstor- :es of the and little wonderpastpost year -. ., Howl-lowllow-ow can anyany-
te5pof1sibJ.e

any-
Eespansibleresponsiblete5pof1sibJ.ete5pof1sibJeEespansible, . cttizerrcitizerrcitizen help being outraged by native landland-
cfa

land-
claimsclaimscfa :lns as presented in publishedreportspublishedpubli shedshedreportsreports ? NewsstoriesNewsstoriNewsstories-
have

es- ha:have. e picturedp1cturedpicfured ! these as. groundless irresponsible claims ,
andandyetyet thethe-thevery- very furor they have causedshouldcausedcau sedsedshouldshould indicateinindicate-
that

dicate
tfratthatat therethese'

is some basrsbasi'sbasis' for makingmoking them . If groundless ,,
they/theytheywould/ would : bebe-bedi- disregardeddi sregarded .

Under the AlaskaAaska[ Statehood Act, the State was givengigiven-
the

venven-
tEtethetEte right to select 103million103103mHImillionmHI ion acres of federal lardwithinlardIIaa rdrdwithinwithinwithin-
Alaska"sAlaska'sAlaskasAlaska"s'withinAlaska's."'. boundariesbdun.dar.tesbdundar.tesbdundartes.

.: andandwaswas allowed twenty-fivetwentyfive- yearsyears-
to

years-
tototo-tocomplefetocomplete- completecomplefe thete randfondlandlandselection' selection program . This has beenbeen-
reported

been-reportedreportedreportedreportedandand thetne people of Alaska must be aware of thisthi s .thattJIrethatheSection 44of4oftbatof thattlta.ttltattlta.tsame:. sameStatehoodsame.Statehoodsame Statehood-Statehood-. Act alsoal so providesprovi des that
tfretJIrehetheyforever"StateStatekState" and its people do agree and declare that they
forever discfaFmdiscfaimdisclaim allaUaUrightallrightrfghtright and titletitle.totitletoti tle.totleto. ...toto. any lands or otherother-
property

other-
propertyproperty (includingrnctuding.,. fishing rights ), the right or title toto-
which

to-
whichwhichwhichmayAleutshereinaftermay bebe-behere- heFdhereherd! bybyanyany Indians , Eskimos or Aleuts
(UnitedStatesUnitedSueshereinafter calledcoILedcoILednativescalLednativesnatives ) or is held by the United
StatesSues in tmst1'1'u-s.t11us.t1'1'u11us.tsttrust'-. for safdsaidsaidnativesnatives . "

UnitedS.fatesUnitedStatestffJif thrsthis cEearfyctead'ycteadycEearty' statedstatedprovistatedprovisionprovisionprovi sion of the lawIawI aw of the United
StatesS.fatesSfates. carriescarries the samesome

.
weight as other provisionsprovi sions of the

fawfa.wthefa.wthetaretare. ,", thenhen the State Governmentvernment
.-
weight

w-

eight
has no more right to se-sese-

ecf
-

EecftecfiseEecfsetecfi( ecf: your officesaftces. orOF your homes for the State ' of AlaskaAlaska-
witho.ut

Alaska-
withoutwithoutwitho.ut. due. process ofoJoJawlaw[ aw and just compensationcompen satio n.. IfIfwewe ,- _-
t&etet.5ret5rethe.t.5repeople& peapfepeople of AlaskaAlaske: accepted the termsterm s ofofstatehoodstatehood inin-
gpad

in-
mad

--gpadg-pad--

mad
m-ad-
§pad fai4hfai.thfaith. , hawhow is any attempt to breech the law justijusti-¬-
fiedfrerlfiedjustifiedjustifrerl??? Certainly state financialfinancialneedsneeds dodonotnot justify thisthi s.

The oques.tioDquestioDquestioniestion. mayma.y. be asked , "WhyWhy"Whyare" are the natives
ssing-fecisingfecisingEednativessingfecinativessingEedsingfeciouf'fasingEedout"forngecE$ outouf'fa-ouf'faouffaout"foroutforouf'fatnfs'" for thrstnfsthis "- ,.- protection ? AAreviewreview of the nature-
of

naturenature-
Q.fofQ.fQf. the.eet.et. lawslctws. of the Unitedthsited States regarding aboriginesaborigines-
reveals

aborigines-
revealsreveals the genesrsgenesis of the approach . Our basic law, thethe-
Ccnstitution

the-
ConstitutionConstitutionCcnstitution , diddidno.tdidnotnotno.t. accordcitizenshipaccordaccordcicitizenshipci ti zen ship outright to thethe-
EcrdiarnsMxaTansrr.d1an.srrd1an.srrd1ansEcrdiarns. .*, . TheTbe EmancfpationEm.Q1cipotionEmQ1cipotionEmancipation. ProclamationProcl amation .- the documentdocument-
resuttil'lg

documen-
tresultingrestittfngresuttil'lgresuttillgresulting.' fromfrr the GvifOvHCivil War that supposedly meant equalequal-equal-
fy

¬-
ityEfyequalEfyfy andarrdarea* justiceiusfice-iusficeiusficefor- forforaffalFaffall - alsoaho left the Indians out . We werewere-
wert

were-
wellwellwertofAmericafntointo the twentiethtwentiethcenturycentury before the first citizens of
AnrerfcoAmericaAmericaVer'ewere\Ver'eVer'eVere\' given the recognition of United StatesStates-
citizen

States-
citizencitizen shipshin .

By then the right of the IndiansIn'dians
'

to any portion of their conCon-ConCo-
ntinent

con-
tinent

¬-
tinent had faded , andandpossessionpossession had been taken by the FedFed-FedFed-
eral

Fed-
eral

-¬-
eral Government for itself . The Indians were subjected toto-
scores

to-
scoresandbrokenscores ofofyearsyears of ill-consideredillconsidered- legislation , treaties and
brokendealingwitnIndiansdealingYwithIndians.promipromi;.promisesses . TreatiesTreati es andandproviprovisionsprovi sion s of law dealing'withdealingwithdealing-witn--dealingwitndealingYwith'- - -

Indians always have a nice soundsoundwhenwhen initially brought intointo-into-
exi

into-
existence

-

existenceexi stence andandmightmight , ififadheredadhered to , be equitableeq1Jitableq1Jitablee. The historyhistory-
ofofofsuchsuchsuchenactmentsenactments however is of - "** ', , one ofsubjectionsubjection toto-Ulet'stoUlet'sUletstoUlet'sc-
hange

"let'slets"let'sc-
hange

letjs
change the rules " enforcement as soon as the rights left thethe-
Indians

the-
IndiansIndians are coveted by what one must , under the-circumstan-thecircumstanthe.circumstan-the.circumstanthecircumstan-
ces

the.circumstan-
ces

the -. ircumstan-"
ces ,, refer to as thetheHi"immigrantimmigrantHimmigrantHi"ii" mmigrant American population . "

One of the darkestdarlestdarl<est pages in the history of American justicejustice-
isis in the abrogation ofofnativenative rights . And yet the people who-
perpetrated

whowho-
perpetratedperpetrated these great wrongs were not conniving villains ;;
they were just good American people that "neededneeded" "'" * what thethe-
Indians

the-
IndiansIndians had . LegislationLegi slation subsequent to Indian citizenshipcitizenship-
recogni

citizenship-
recognizedrecognizedrecogni zed that the FederalF

=ederal Government may have been wrongwrong-
and

wrong-
andandandattemptedattempted to correct those wrongs if they , indeed ,, existedexi sted .

Our Alaskan newspapers clamoiclamorclamor for a swiftswiftsettlemsettlementsettlem t of-
land

ofof-
landlandlandclaimsclaims , (one that wouldwouldputput the native people.inpeopleinpeople . in their-
place

theirtheir-their-
place

-

place ) , pointing out withwithsomesome alarm that eight of the twenty-twenty-
fivetwentyfiveyears for, landlandselectionsselections are now passed . But please notenote-
that

notnot-
that

e
thatIndiansthe first documenteddocumentedclaimclaim of the Tlingit and Haida InIn-In¬-
dians is now 98 years old, and that our first Indian emissaryemissary-
went

emissary-
wentwent to Washington on landlandmattlandmattersmattersmattmattersrs in 1899. His plea for aQlittle plot of land for each IndianndionIndionI was ignored . The-pleaTheplea- forfarfar-
action

far-
actionaction didn'tdidntdi dn'tdnt' warrant publicpubli c attention or concerncon cern untilununtilsometiltilsomesomesome-some-
one

some-
one

-¬-
one other than natives feltfeltaa direct involvement . Such inin-in¬.-indifference--

tot-o-differencedifferen ce seemsseemstoto be an erosion of the basic principle thatthat-
while

that-
whilewhile the majority rules , the right of the minorities must bebe-
observed

be-
observed

be-
observedobservedobservedandandandprotectedprotected .

The matter ofofnativenative ri ghts, largely unresolvedunresol.ved. , i-sis-- much tootoo-
complex

too-
complexcomplex to outline in thisthi s or any single letter . The very comcomcom-com-
plexity

¬.-
plexity lands itself to gravelygravelystatedstatedstatedaccountsaccounts andand-andseriesand-seriesandseries- series ofof-
accounts

of-
accountsnghistoricretaininghistoricaccounts that are unabashedly againstaga ; nst the nativesnati ves ' retainingretain ; ng
historic rights .

To discussdi scuss the issue in the lightIi ht of the state'sstates' financialfinancial-
needs

financial-
needsneeds is unfair : No citizen'scitizensciti zen'szens' rightsri ghts shouldshouJ d be sacrificedsacrificed-sacrificedtosacrificed-tosacrificedto-sacrificedto-
that

- to
that end . To discuss it on the basis ofofsizesize is equally unfair :

Can we arbitrarily take awayawaymillionsmillions fromfmffr m a Rockefeller bebe-bebe-
cau

be-
cause

¬-
causecau se he has so many of them ?

Alaska'sAlaskas' natives seek justicejusticeandjustice-andjusticeandjusticeandequity._- and equity in the matter ofefef-
their

;of-
theirtheir claimsclai ms to their traditional lands . To disinheritdi sinherit the nana-na-
tives

-¬.
tivesfives in the namenamname ofofprogressprogress is to disregarddisregardjjij ustice . We , too ,
want progress , but surely no AmericanAmeri can wants "progressprogress" " atat-
the

at-
thethe pricepri ce ofofaa sellout of the principles ofofourour ConstitutionCon stitution ,
bothbothasas in regard to the propertypropertyrightsrights . ofofaa citizenciti zen of thethe-
United

the-
UnitedUnited States and hishi s right to human dignitydign ity .
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