
Col . ChildersChilders-
NowNow Job CorpsCorps-
CoordinatorCoordinatorCoordinatorErnest

Ernest ChildersChild rs, an OklaOkla-Okla-
homa

Okla-OklaOkla-
homa

¬--
homa Indian who won thethe-
Congressional

the-
CongressionalCongressional MedalMedalofofof-
Honor

of-
HonorHonor in World War II, hashas-
joined

has-
joinedjoined the Interior DepartDepart-Depart-
ment's

Depart-
ment's

¬-
ment'sments' Job.Job., Corps staff asas-
regional

as-
regionalregionalregionalcoordinatorcoordinator for thethe-
eastern

the-
easterneastern United StatesStates.

In thisthi s jobjo b, he willwillrepre,reprerepre-repre-
sent

repre-reprerepre-
sent

-¬-
sent the Department in JobJob-
Corp

Job-
CorpsCorpsCorp s contracts withwi th thethe-
Office

the-
OfficeOffice of Economic OpporOppor-Oppor-
tunity

Oppor-
tunity

¬--
tunity and other agencies atat-
the

at-
thethe field level . His zone willwill-
soon

will-
soonsoon include 14 Job CorpsCorps-
conservation

Corps-
conservationconservation centers .

A Creek IndianIndi an , born inin-
Broken

in-
BrokenBroken Arrow , OklahomaOkl ahoma,, hehe-
attended

he-
attendedattended Bureau of IndianIndian-
affairs

Indian-
affairsaffairs boarding schoolsschschools-
through

ololsol-
through

s
through the high schoolschool-
level

school-
levellevel . He entered the NaNa-Nat-
ional

Na-
tional

-¬-
tional Guard in lII37Q37°

>37 , andand-
recei

and-
receivedreceivedrecei ved a battlefieldbattlefieldcomcomcom-com-
mission

com-
mission

¬-
mission in Sicily in 1943Iq43 .

In Italy on Sept.. 22, 1943IQ43 ,
althoughalthQughalthQughwoundedwounded,, ChildersChilders-
wiped

Childers-
wipedwiped out two GermanGerman-
machine

German-
machinemachine gun nests virtuallyvirtually-
singl

virtually-
singlesinglesingl e handed , and capturedcaptured-
anan armed mortar observer atat-
the

at-
thethe point of what laterlater-
proved

later-
provedproved to be an empty carcar-car-
bine

car-
bine

¬-
bine .

For this action , he becamebecame-
one

became-
oneone of only two Indians toto-
recei

to-
receivereceiverecei ve thethe1edalMedal\1edal1edal1edalofMedalof\ of HonorHonor-
in

Honor-
inin World War II . He has alsoalso-
won

also-
wonwon the Bronze Star , PurplePu-plePuplePuple-
Heart

Purple-
Heart

-
Heart , Commendation Medal ,
Italian Cross of Valor, andand-
the

and-
thethe first Oklahoma DistinDistin-Distin-
guished

Distin-
guished

¬--
guished Service MedalMedalevereverever-
awarded

ever-
awardedawarded .

He retired from the Army asas-
a

as-
aa lieutenant colonel in 1965IQ65 .
His last five years in thethe-
Army

the-
ArmyArmy were spent supervisingsupervising-
Fifth

supervising-
FifthFifth Army ROTC reservesreserves-
and

reserves-
andand components from FortFort-
Rily

Fort-
RilyRily , Kansas , and Alaska..

Childers , 494C) , is marriedmarried-
and

married-
andand has two childrenchil dren .


