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LimitingLhnitig* RegulationsRegulations-
DrawDraw Furor at HearingHearingB-

y
HearingO-

y '

OyBytJy MARGIEMARG- 'IEMARG- IE BAtlMANBAUMANBADMANBAtlMAN-
FAIRBANKS

BAUMAN-
FAIRBANKS

BADMAN-
FAIRBANKSFAIRBANKSS - Native artisans chargedcharged'FridaychargedFriday' Friday thatthat-

proposed
that-

proposed
'-

produced
p-

roduced
',
proposed regulationsregul tions restrictingrestrictin $ the nature of craftscrafts-
produced, produced from seasea mammalmamm l parts wouldw9uld haveave a stiflingstifling-
effect! effect on Native 4raftsmen(draftsmen . '

'

Nativetooktook ,TestimonyTe im ny tootook a sharp slap at a proposed list of'aruciesarticles 01 nanhandicraft< and cloth-clothcloth-
mg

-

ingmg to be included inirIin the MarineMarine-
Mammal

Marine-
MammalMammal Protection Act of 19721972-

and
1972-

andand demanded that no such listlist-

be
list-

bebe included in the act..
In all , some 20 persons testitesti-testi-

fied
testi-

fied
¬-

fied at the hearing , conductedconducted-
for

conducted-
forfor theth U.SUS. . Fish and WildlifeWildlife-
Service

Wildlife-
ServiceService and National MarineMarine-
fisheries

Marine-
FisheriesFisheries Service in councilcouncil-
chambers

council-
chamberschambers for the city of'of' FairFair-Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks . Similar hearings werewere-

held
were-

heldheld this week at Nome andand-

Anchorage
and-

AnchorageAnchorage .

The proposed regulationsregulations-
would

regulations-
wouldwould limit Native handicraftshandicrafts-
.and

handicrafts-
andand.and. clothing made from marinemarine-
mammals

marine-
mammalsmammals to items "whichwhich" areare-

the
are-

thethe same or similar to articlesarticles-
produced

articles-
producedproduced by the Natives beforebefore-
Dec

before-
DecDec . 21 , 1972 .

In a resolution callingcaHing thethe-

list
the-

fistlistfist demeaning , restrictive andand-

"a
and-

"a"aa" dangerous precedent in thethe-

regulation
the-

regulationregulation of art in our demodemo-demo-
cratic

demo-
cratic

-¬-

craticcraticsociety-societysociety-, ," the Village Art ,

Upgrade Committee ofQf the UniUni-Uni-

versity
Uni-

versity
¬-

versity of Alaska urged that nono-

such
no-

suchsuch list be includedinc1ud d under thethe-

mammals
the-

mammalsmammals act..

Testimony for the commitcommit-comncommit-
tee

t-tt-
tee

¬-

tee , an advisory body for anan-

adult
an-

adultadult vocationalvocation l program of thethe-

university
the-

universityuniversitybyEskimo, was presented by
Eskimo artist Ron Senungetuk .

It charged that provisions ofof-
the

of-
thethe sea mammal act allowingallowing-
for

allowing-
forfor revisions of the list of crafts ,

at the discretion of the SecreSecre-Secre-
tary

Secre-
tary

¬-

tary of the Interior would notnot-
onJy

not-
onlyonlyonJy be unacceptable but unun-un-

enforceable
¬.-

enforceable . '

The resolution made six majormajor-
points

major-
pointspoints :

- that many practicing NaNa-Na-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive artists have limited EnglishEnglish-
skills

English-
skillsskills and would be unable toto-

follow
to-

followfollow the formal procedure forfor-

adding
for-

addingadding to or deleting from thethe-

list
the-

listlist ;

, - that the provisions wouldwould-
have

would-
havehave a stiflingstifl.ing. effect on thethe-

creativity
the-

creativitycreativity of Native artists ;

- that the idea of a restricrestric-restric-
tive

restric-
tive

¬-

tive list is demeaning to pracprac-prac-
ticing

prac-
ticing

¬-

ticing artists andnd craftsmen inin-

that
in-

thatthat it prohibits expression of

original thought ;

- that what an artist createscreates-
within

creates-
withinwithin the limits of the mammalsmammals-
act

mammals-
actact (and the availability of rawraw-

materials
raw-

materialsmaterials ) is the artists ' basicbasic-

tight
basic-

rightrighttight to choose ;

- that the act sets a dangerdanger-danger-
ous

¬.-

ous precedent in the regulationregulation-
ofof art in this nation ;

- that the provisions wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe unenforceunenforceableunenforceableble since it wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe difficult to determine whetherwhether-
anan item was the same or similarsimilar-
toto those manufactured on or bebe-bebe-

fore
be-

fore
¬-

fore Dec . 21 , 1972 .

Tundra Times editor HowardHoward-
Rock

Howard-
RockRock , one of five commissionerscommissioners-
ofof the Department of the InteInte-Inte-
rior's

Inte-
rior's

-¬-

rior'sriors' Indian Arts and CraftsCrafts-
Board

Crafts-
BoardBoard , testified that the actact-

would
act-

wouldwould have a devastating effecteffect-
on

effect-
onon the creative abilities of NaNa-Na-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive Alaska artisans .

Taking a long-rangelongrange- view ofof-

the
of-

thethe potential of the proposedproposed-

Continued

proposed-

Contmued

proposed-

Continued(ContinuedContmued on Page 6)661)
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list , Rock said that the "restricrestric"restric-"restric-
tive

"restric-
tive

" ¬-

tive date of Dec . 21 , 1972 . j., .

would tend to kill off the prespres-pres-
ent

pres-
ent

¬-

ent creative era which had begunbegun-
toto enjoy a better outlook .

"ThroughThrough" skillfully designeddesigne-
dptoducts

designed-
productsproductsptoducts,, an atmosphere of enen-enen-

couragement
¬.-

couragementcouragem nt to the gifted artiarti-arti-
sans

arti-

sans

-¬- '

sans has begun to10 emerge .

"TheThe" date would certainlycertainly-
restrict

certainly-
restrictrestrict the progress of thistlthis-

newlydeveloped
ss-

newlydevelopednewly-developednewlydeveloped- situation whichwhich-
might

which-
mightmight even be called a renaisrenais-renais-
sance

renais-
sance

¬-

sance period ," Rock said in writwrit-writ-

ten
writ-

ten
¬-

ten testimony presented to thethe-

committee
the-

committeecommittee in his behalf .

"TheThe" artisans are enjoyingenjoying-
and

enjoying-
andand experiencing a period ofof-

creative
of-

creativecreative era and easy atmosphereatmosphere-
inin which to work . The restricrestric-restric-
tive

¬.-

tive date of that December alaleal-alale-

most
al-

most
¬-

most two years ago willwillcertainlycertainlycertainly-
cool

certainly-
coolcool the creativity which cancan-

easily
can-

easilyeasily be the beginning ofoofaof-
devolution

( aa-

devolutiondevolution of a progressive pe-pepeepe-

liod
pee-

liod
pe-

t

-

liodt rod .

"AsAs" an artist who worksworks-
mostly

works-
mostlymostly with oils and brushes ,
I feel a close kinshipkinsl p to mymy-

fellow
my-

fellowfellow artisans that even thoughthough-
they

though-
theythey work with different media ,

they would feel as I would if mymy-

art
my-

artart were to be restricted to mymy-

certain
my-

certaincertain period of my artisticartistic-
endeavors

artistic-
endeavorsendeavors ," Rock said .

Rock said the list could notnot-

serve
not-

serveserve as a conservation devicedevice-
because

device-
becausebecause ', those-thosethosemammals- mammals fromfrom-
which

from-
whichwhich artisans get their materialsmaterials-
areare available for very short pepeepe-pee-

riods
pe-

riods
¬-

riods of each year . At Rock'sRocksRock's-

home
Rock's-

home

'
home village of Point Hope ,

"thethe" hunting period for the bow-bowbow-

head
bow-

head

-.

head whale . , . is scarcely aa-

month
a-

monthmonth and a half out of a year ,"
"MarineMarine" mammals hunted forfor-

centuries
for-

centuriescenturies in the Arctic and subsub-sub-

arctic
sub-

arctic
¬-

arctic areas of Alaska seemed toto-

be
to-

bebe naturally conserved byby-

lengths
by-

lengthslengths ofofseasonalseasonalseasonalmigrationsmigrationsmigrations-
and.,..andand. and adverseadveradverse weather conditions .

Rock said . Nor do the huntershunters-
tend

hunters-
tendtend to overkill ,. because of limlim-limlim-

ited
lim-

ited
¬-

ited storage spaces in traditionaltrtraditional-
sigloags

djtionaldjtional-

siqloaqssiqloaqssigloags (underground meatmeat-
caches

meat-
cachescaches) and the NitiveNltiveNative traditiontradition-
.of

tradition-
ofof.of. not killingkill ng animals that oneone-

does
one-

doesdoes not need .

The regulations were alsoalso-

criticized
also-

criticizedcriticized by Point Lay residentresident-
Nancy

resident-
NancyNancy Gray , currently a studentstudent-
atat thet e University of Alaska inin-

Fairbanks
in-

FairbanksFairbanks .

"HadHad" you people invested inin-

travel
in-

traveltravel to the "bushbush"" " in an efforteffort-
to

effort-
toto solicit opinions more reprerepre-repre-
sentative

repre-
sentative

¬-

sentative of Alaskans most afaf-af-

fected
af-

fected
¬-

fected by the proposed regularegula-regula-
tions

regula-
tions

¬-

tions , you would have discoverdiscover-discover-
ed

¬.-
ed the attitude we Eskimos havehave-

toward
have-

towardtoward livingJiving off the sea - andand-

the
and-

thethe land , for that matter ,,"" GrayGray-
said

Gray-
saidsaid . . __ __ .

"WeWe" do not 'trophytrophy' hunt ' inin-

the
in-

thethe manner of some hunters .

Ivory , bone and skins are moremore-

of
more-

ofof a bonus to our quest for food(ood .

ClothingClot rung , implementsintplements and artart-

work
art-

workwork serve to enhance our lifelife-

and
life-

andandandsocietysociety ,,"" she said .

"ItIt" appears that the '. 'regularegula.regula-.regularegula-.regul-
atory

regula-
tory

¬-

tory agencies for the MarineMarine-
Mammal

Marine-
MammalMammal ActAd feel some paranoiaparanoia-
toward

paranoia-
towardtoward AtoskanAis'anAisanA,ISKan' Native peoples?
Are we to become greedy head-headhead-
hunters

head-
hunters

head-
hunters

-

hunters overnight ?" Gray asked .

"IfIf" ( f the fear is for our wantonwanton-
slaughter

wanton-
slaughterslaughter of our sea mammals ,
then why don'tdont' you set up a syssys-sys-
tem

sys-

tem
-¬-

tem that treats hunters equally ?

Use systems that get at the heartheart-
of

heart-
of

'-

employing
e-

mploying
'-

employingprotection
'-

employing
e-

mploying
'-

employingprotection
'

of the matter , like employing
protection officers or individualsindividuals-
responsible

individuals-
responsibleresponsible for maintaining sursur-sur-

veillance

sur-

veillance

¬-

veillance over sea mammal harhar-har-

vests
har-

vests
¬-

vests and breeding areasare3$ ,"' sheshe-

said
she-

saidsaid .

"TakingTaking" steps to confine NaNa-NaNa-

tives

Na-

tives

¬-

tives ,. to production of handihandi-handi-

crafts
handi-

crafts
¬-

crafts from a list devised by peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

-¬

ple who probably haven'thavent' seen aa-

third
a-

thirdthird of the stated items , letlet-

alone
let-

alonealone an Eskimo , is absurdabsutd .

"II" feel you regulatory agenagen-agen-

cies
agen-

cies

¬-

cies are getting carried awayaway-
with

away-
withwith your dream of powerp wer .

Don'tDont' take it out on the littlelittle-
guy

little-
guyguy ," she said .


