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Future Communications Need

In a letter to RurAL CAP ,

Phil Smith ,. deputy director ; thethe-
governor's

the-
governor'sgovernor'sgovernors' Office ofofTelecom-TelecomTelecomTelecom--Telecom--. Telecom-
munications

Telecom-
munications

¬-

municationsinputfromha'shashasrequested' requested input
fromregardingfuturethe rural areas regarding
future need for communicationscommunications-
inin the bush .

'

A similar letterlet ter was mailed toto-

a

to-

aa number of state and federalfederal-
agencies

federal-
agenciesagencies , as well as to many NaNa-Na-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive organizations .

InI n commenting on the effortdfortdfort-
by

effort-
byby the governor'sgovernors' office , SmithSmith-
sta

Smith-
statedstatedsta ted , "II" thinkthin k this is a positivepositive-
development

positive-
developmentdevelopment.. One of the probprob-prob-
lems

prob-
lems

¬-

lems in the past has been thattfulttfult-

there
that-

therethere is no comprehensive needs

"assessmentassessment'assessment
"' available to the govgov-gov-

ernor
gov-

ernor
¬-

ernor . Therefore , the state hashas-

no
has-

nono document against which toto-

evaluate
to-

evaluateevaluate the acceptability of thethe-

RCA

the-

RCARCA plan ."
Expressing hope that the govgOYgov-gov-

ernor

¬'-
ernor will hold off on judgingJudging-

the
judging-

thethe plan , now before the FCC ,

he continued :

"UntilUntil" such time as a comprecompre-compre-
hensive

compre-
hensive

¬-

hensive assessment of the needsneeds-
of

needs-
ofofofruralrural consumers , in such areasareas-
as

areas-
asas telephones , broadcastingedu-broadcastingedubroadcastingedu-
cation

broadcastingedu-
cation

broadcasting , e du-dudu-

cation
-

cation , and health is completed ,

it is premature to comment onon-

the

on-

thethe technology . We have toto-

know
to-

knowknow what we wantwane a system toto-

accomplish
to-

accomplishaccomplish before we accept thethe-

hardware

the-

hardwarehardware to do itit.."
Smith went on to say , "II" 1 cercer-cer-

tainly
cer-

tainly
¬-

tainly applaud the active advoadvo-advo-
cacy

advo-
cacy

-¬-

cacy of such individuals and oror-oror-

ganizations
or-

ganizations
¬-

ganizations as Sam Kito , ihethethe-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Federation of Natives ,

LillieUlUe McGarvey of the NativeNative-
Heal

Native-
HealthHealthHeal th Board , Tanana ChiefsChiefs-
Confetence

Chiefs-
ConferenceConferenceConfetence , and the many othoth-oth-
ers

¬.-

ers who are impressingimpressihg Ihethe slatestatestate-
decisionmakers

state-
decisionmakersdecision-makersdecisionmakers- with these con-concon-

cerns

-.

cerns .


