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' When it comescomes to motheringmotherin'gmotheringmotherin'-
gstuIents

mothering-
Students

'

>

, , StudentsstuIents{ , Harrietarriet Obeflin-isObeflinisObetlin -, is anan-

old) oldold'handoldhand' hand at it .,
'

.

. : The new women'swomens' residenceresidence-
hall

residence-
hallhall director at Alaska MethodistMethodist-
University':,.UniversityUniversity. , Mrs . Oberlinqberlin spentspent-
more

spent-
moremore than 40 years as a schoolscschool-
teacher

hoolhool-

teacherteacher and administrator . Now ,
at age 66 , she has decided toto-

educate
to-

educateeducate students in a differentdifferent-
manner

different-
mannermanner by working with themthem-
in

them-
inin a day-to-daydayto- -- situation .

KnowingKnowinKnowingKnowingthatthat Jhelhethe inevitableininevitable-
was

vltablevltable-

waswaswas coming , MrsMrs.OberlinMrsOberlin., ',
.-
Oberlin

O-
berlin., planplan-plan-

ned
plan-

ned
¬-

ned for thethe'daytheday'dayday' She would retireretire-
which

retire-
whichwhich was just this last July .,

And Alaska figuredfigured in her plans .,

Beginning with a ,
:, tour throughthrough-

the
through-

thethe state lastlasflast year , She told herher-her-

self
her-

self
¬-

self that she1she had toto return butbut-

dido't
but-

didn't
'

didn'tdidntdido'tdidot' , knoWknov how just yet.. "II"I-

travelled
" 11-

travelledtravelled all
'-

over
o-

ver'-

over
o-

ver'-

over
o-

ver' the world andand-

II realized I1 knew very
,.

little oror-

nothing
or-

nothingnothing about one of our greatgreat-

states

'

states ."' '

AferMlerAfter( lookinglooldng inintinto16 various popo-po-
sitions

po-
sitions

-¬

sitions she mtehtmmightht fillrill here in AlaAla-Ala-

ska
Ala-

ska

¬-

ska , Mrs . OberlirtOberlin came upon thethe-

'idea
the-

ideaidea'idea-idea'- of dorrnjmbtherdormimotherdorm 1m'other1mother
'

., AlthoughAlthough-
the

'

the peoplepeqple withwithwhomwithwithwhomwhom sheshe'spokeshespokespoke'spoke' '

kept divertingdivertindivertingdivertingherher attention toto-

administrativeand
to-

administrativeandadministrativeadministrativeand,and, teachingteichjn: posiposi-posi-

tions
posi-

tions
¬-

tions , she preferred a job thatthat-

"was
hathat-

"was"waswas" fulfilling a need thathat was aa-

litde
a-

littlelittlelitde differentdiaerentdif'ferent.anddifferent.anddifferentand' ,. and yet would bebe-

a
be-

aa challenge . "
, ,

Just 12 daysdaysafterafter her officialofficial-
retirement

official-
retirementretirement MrSLMrMrs . Oberlindberlin waswwitss atat-

AMU
at-

AMUAMU preparingp'reparing\p'reparingpreparingp'reparingforpreparingilpreparingilfor
' \*

, for the fallfalJarri-falJarrifallarri-fallarrifalJarri-

n

,}, arri-¬-
_ _ _ _ _ n-------n_-' _

"

I

val ofofstudentsstudents . jI ' ,.

Although her travelfftraveltravelstravelsthrqughthrpugh-thrpughthrqugh-thrqughthrpugh-
out

thrqugh-
out

thrqugh-
out

-

out Alaska included tripstri s toto'Fair-to'FairtoFairto'Fair-
banks

'FairFair'Fair-'FairFair'Fair-

banks
' -¬-

banks ,. and JuneduJuneau , Mrs . OberlinOberlin-
"liked

Oberlin-
"liked"likedliked" what I saw in AnjchorageA chorage'chorage'

,:"'
She found it ' similiarlsin liarl to ,. FortFort-
Wayne

Fort-
WayneWayne , Ind ,",, fromfromhichWhich"' sheshe-

came
she-

camecame . ' \hichhich\ t!{t-

She;: She also liked thethithqthisizthqsizd| sizesizsizdsizdof! ofof-

AMU
of-

AMUAMU and What she heardhea d peoplepepeople-
say

pleple-

saysay about the school.. ' ;ThiswasThis'wasThis'was-
really

Thiswas-
really

,'really where I wanted tptQtQcometpcometp qoniqcome ,.,"'
In deciding tot remainremaipremairl inin'An-in'AninAnin'An-

chorage
' An ¬-

chorage Mrs . Oberlin hopedhelpedh ped notnot-
only

not-
onlyonly to learnIcarn aboutaboutitsitsitsgegebgrapihygraphygraphy-
ororger.graIiliYorhistory but most importantlyimpger.graIiliYgergraIiliY. rtantlyrtantly-
she

rtantly-
sheshe explained , "II" ! wanted to lelearnlearn-
about

rnmm-

aboutabout the people up hereheieherel ; peoplepeopeople-
who

l

who are here by birth ororbecauseorlbecauselbecauselbecause-

they
\becausebecausebecausebecause-

theythey want to bee here.by.choihereby.choiherebychoihereherebyherebychoicle.,by.choibychoi
\

. choiclee .
People are my businessbusiness\businessbusiness-

Mrs
." !\

Mrs . Oberlin volunteeredvolunteered forfor-

the
for-

thethe position of dorm mother ,
she said , because "II101" have to bebe-

busy
be-

busybusy . I enjoy young peoplepeo le . I'veIveI've-

worked
I'veIveI've-

worked ''worked with young peo'plepeople
' ajlaJIallaJI-

my
all-

mymy, life ." .,
I'
,

I'I-

BeingBeing in charge of some 606969-

girls
6)66)-

girls
)

girls day and night is a totallytotallrtotallr-
new

totally-
newnew experience to MrsMr $ . OberlinObetlirlObetlirl-
who

Oberlin-
whowho previously servederved§ as directordirector-
of

director-
ofof personnel in Japan and EurEur-Eur-

ope
Eur-

ope
¬-

ope for military schoolsschoolsamongschools"amongschools'amongschools"among-
other

schools'among-
other

," -amongamong-'

other duties .

"I'veIve" ' been director of lots ofof-

things
,

things butu t I'veIve'' neverneer',! been a dormdorm-
mother

dorm-
mother

\
1

mothermother . "
"II" want to have the girlsgirlsreal-girlsrealrealreal-¬-

,
I

ize truitthatth t they do-dodohave-.' haveha e someonesomeonsomeonesomeon-
ehere'sheherehereshehere'she," -sheshe'she-' said , whetherwhefher to helphelp-
solve

help-
solvesolve a problemproblemor-oror'or-' orItoIto!to.to. just rap .

"II" want this to be a homeyhoney kindkind-

of
kind-

ofof situation for the girls .."
While providing '

:;
, the younjjyoun!&

women with a homelikehomeilike atmosatmos-atmos-
phere

*-'
phere Mrs . Oberlin alpoaloalao$o hopes toto-

promote
to-

promotepromote some fun activitiesa tivities forfor-

the
for-

thethe residents .
,

:

Her duties , she said , are hardhard-
to

'

to define and she likes to thinkthink-
that

think-
thatthat her primaryprimarx function isis-

general
is-

generalgeneral supervision of the dorm ,.
as it concerns the welfarewe Ifare of thethe-

students
the-

studentsstudents who live there .

'-

with
w-ith'-

with
w-ith'-

withhousekeeper

'-

with
w-ith'-

withhousekeeper'Mrs . Oberlin , along
housekeeper Dorothy Hill , triestries-

to
tries-

toto instill pride in the girls , to getget-

them
get-

themthem ' interestedinterested"not"notnot" only inin-

their
in-

theirtheir own little corner ,! but thethe-

entire
the-

entireentire placepltce; . This is part of ananan-

education
nn-

educationeducation .."
What better way to learnlearn-

about
learn-

aboutabout the people than to JiveliveJive-

with
live-

withwith them as she does in thethe-
AMU

the-
AMUAMU dormitorydorlnitory on campus .. Mrs .

Oberlin maintains an open doordoor-
to

door-
toto her apartment in order thatthat-

the
that-

thethe girls may feelfeelwelcomedwelcomed .

Always looking for new ideas ,stay"asthe new "mommom" " planspla s to stay
"asas" long as I feel I'mIm' accomplishaccomplish-¬.-
ingaccomplishingthe goals I'veIve'' set for myselfmyself-
and

myself-
andand as long as people ' are satissatis-satissatis-

fied
¬.-

fied . ".


