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Director of Native Studies—

Demmert Takes a Hard I.ook

By AGNES PETE
Dennis Demmert, director of
Native Studies at the University
of Alaska said that one of the
objectives of the ‘Board of Re-
gents — “To increase -and apply
through research, knowledge of

value to mankind and particular-
ly to the residents of the State”
fits his idea of what the Native
Studies Program should be. -
Demmert ‘interprets this ob-
jective as including Natives. *‘If
you look at the curriculum and

‘issues,”

ratio of ‘Native graduates, the
University is just not meeting
the needs of Native people.

“Fifteen  to 20 per cent of
the state population is Native.
According to the Board of Re-
gents objectives, the “different
colleges should - deal with _the
Demmert said.

Asked what he plans to do
about the problem, he said he

ill come up with classes and
also incorporate relevant ‘infor-
mation into existing classes.

. Demmert, born in Klawock
and raised in Craig, attended
Sheldon Jackson High School
and Junior College. He lived in
Ketchikan 15 years, participat-
ing in Native education commit-
tees, and was on the Ketchikan
School Board from 1968 — 1971.

Based on all Demmert’s ed-
ucation experience, Harvard Un-
iversity accepted ‘him in 1971
for their graduate degree in edu-
cation program.

After receiving his  master’s
degree in education in the spring
of 1972, he attended Harvard
another year and Boston Univer-
sity “his second year, ‘working
toward his doctorate in educa-
tion.

With his dissertation to com-
plete, Demmert is getting a first-
hand view of University -educa-
tion as Native Studies Director
and Director of Alaska Educa-
tional Program for [atercultural
Communication (AEPIC), which
deals with cross-cultural curricu-
lum development.



