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DIRECTORDI RECTOR - Dennis Demmert Is the newly installed DirectorDlrctor of Native StudiesStJdles at the UniversityUniversity-

ofof Alaska . He is also Director of Alaska Educational Program for Intercultural Communications .
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Director of Native StudiesStudies-StudiesStudiesiStud-
iesDemmert

StudiesIStud-
iesDemmert

- I

i

Demmert, Takes
, . a

I

Hard
_ I "

Look
, ,

By AGNES PETEPETE-
Dennis

PETE-
DennisDennis Demmert , director ofof-

Native
of-

NativeNative Studies at the UniversityUniversity-
ofof Alaska Said that one of thethe-

objectives
the-

objectivesobjectives of the Board of ReRe-Re-
gents

Re-

gents
-¬-

gents - "ToTo" increase and applyapply-
through

apply-
throughthrough research , knowledge of

value to mankind and particularparticular-particular-
ly

¬-

ly to the residents of the State "
fits his idea of what the NativeNative-
Studies

Native-
StudiesStudies Program should be .

"'

Demmert interprets this obob-oL-oLobj-

ective
oL-

jective
-¬-

jective as including Natives . "IfIf"If-
you

"If-
you

"
you look at the curriculum and

ratio of Native graduates , thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity is just
.
notI10t meetingmeeting-

the
meeting-

thethe needs of Native people .

"FifteenFifteen" to 20 per cent ofof-

the
of-

thethe state population is Native .

According to the Board of ReRe-Re-
gents

Re-

gents
-¬-

gents objectives , theth differentdifferent-
colleges

different-
collegescolleges should deal with thethe-

issues
the-

issuesissues ,,"" Demmert said .

Asked what he plans to dodo-

about
do-

aboutabout the problem , he said hehe-

will
he-

willwill come up with classes andand-

also
and-

alsoalso-also- incorporate relevant inforinfor-infor-
mation

infor-
mation

¬-

mation into existing classes .

Demmert , born in KlawockKlawock-
and

Klawock-
andand raised in Craig , attendedattended-
Sheldon

attended-
SheldonSheldon Jackson High SchoolSchool-
and

School-
andand Junior College ., He lived inin-

Ketchikan
in-

KetchikanKetchikan IS15 years , participatparticipat-participat-
ing

participat-
ing

¬-

ing in Native education commitcommit-commit-
tees

commit-
tees

¬-

tees , and was on the KetchikanKetchikan-
School

Ketchikan-
SchoolSchool Board from 1968 - 1971 .

Based on all Demmert'sDemmerts' eded-ed-

Ication
ed-

ucation
¬-

ucation\IcationIcation'\ experience , Harvard UnUn-Un-

iversity
Un-

iversity
¬-

iversity accepted him in 19711971-

for
1971-

forfor their graduate degree in eduedu-edu-

cation
edu-

cation
¬-

cation program .

AfterMter receiving his master'smastersmaster's-
degree

master's-
degree

'
degree in education in the springspring-
of

spring-
ofof 1972 , he attended HarvardHarvard-
another

Harvard-
anotheranother yearyearyearandand Boston UniverUniver-Univer-
sity

Univer-
sity

¬-

sity his second year , workingworking-
toward

working-
towardtoward his doctorate in educaeduca-educa-
tion

¬.-
tion .

With his dissertation to comcom-com-
plete

com-
plete

¬-

plete , Demmert is getting a firstfirst-first-
hand

first-
hand

¬-

hand view of UniversitytTniversity., educaeduca-educa-
tion

¬.-

tion as Native Studies DirectorDirector-
and

Director-
andand Director of Alaska EducaEduca-Educa-
tional

Educa-
tional

¬-

tional Program for InterculturalI:1terculturalI1terculturalI:1tercultural-
Communication

Intercultural-
Communication

:
Communication (AEPIC ), whichwhich-
deals

which-
dealsdeals withwthcrQsscuIturaiwithcrossculturalth cross-culturalcrossculturalcrQss-cuIturaicrQsscuIturai-- curricucurricu-curricu-
lum

curricu-
lum

¬-

lum development .


