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View from Behind Governor'sGovernors' Desk
ByBy-

GOVERNOR
By-

HAMMONDGOVERNORGOVERNOR-
By

JAY HAMMONDHAMMON-
DDuring

HAMMON-
DDuring

HAMMON-
DDuringDuring Golden Days inin-

Fairbanks
in-

FairbanksFairbanks , I suffered indignitiesindignities-
ofof which the unwary should bebe-

forewarned
be-

forewarnedforewarned . I was ,. thrown in jailjail-

twice
jail-

twicetwice . Upon neither occasion waswas-
I

was-
II first apprised ofofmymy rights , nornor-

permitted
nor-

permittedpermitted one phone call . JailersJailers-

explained
Jailers-

explainedexplained that I would no doubtdoubt-
complete

doubt-
completecomplete my proposed six monthmonth-
sentence.before

month-
sentence.beforesentencesentence.beforesentencebefore.beforebefore. I couldcouldcompletecouldcomplete-
the

completecomplete-
thethe phone call . But , the crowningcrowning-
abuse

crowning-
abuseabuse was when I tried to cop a .

plea , I was.advised'somewas.advisedsomewasadvisedsomewasadvised'somewas .advised'some.advisedsomeadvisedsome.,
' guy inin-

Juneau
in-

JuneauJuneau had told them to knockknock-
off

knock-
offoff plea bargainingbar&ainingbaraining&,'

..

SpeakingSp eaking of
'

crime andand-
punish'ment

and-
punishmentpunishmentpunish'ment'

, flogging thethe-
Legislatureis'a

the-
Legislature'is'aLegislatureLegislature/is'aLegislatureis'aisaLegislature'is'aLegislatureisa/' ' a popular pastime ;

it costs nothing ; and anyoneanyone cancan-

play
can-

playplay . All one needs is a fewfew-

unexpended
few-

unexpendedunexpended expletives and a lowlow-

pain
low-

painpain threshold for politics ; bothboth-
in

both-
inin long supply these days . I admitadmi-
trm

admit-

rmI'mImrm' . temptedtemptedtoto indulge ; but that'sthatsthat's-
t

that's-
to

'
tot be expecfed for wielding thethe-

v.i1ip

the-

whipwhipv.i1ipvi1ip. tends to keep one'sones' ownown-

hindquarters
own-

hindquartershindquarters a moving target .

Republicans lament ; I havehave-

refrained
have-

refrainedrefrained.. On the other hand ,
Democrats , smarting under thethe-

lash
the-

lash
'

lash , seem to consider even aa-

wristslapping
a-

wristslappingwrist-slappingwristslapping- by me , flagrantflagrant-
asSault

flagrant-
assaultassault .

Unfortunately , no LegislatureLegislature-
isis likelyJikely

,
to be comprised entirelyentirely-

of
entirely-

ofof individuals ' whose sole concernconcern-
isis the collective public interest..

Few legislators canc.an. afford toto-

pl
to-

placeplaceplce the .State's.StatesStatesState's.,
' interests aboveabove-

those
above-

thosethose of small constituencies .

IronicallyIr 1cilly; , purourour system oftentimesoftentimes-
rewards

oftentimes-
rewardsrewards aridand reelectsreelect'eeleceelec' ;,

those whowho-

most
who-

mostmost successfiiilvsuc essfullvesst ullyy rip-offripoffriPoff':-- 'thethe'the-

fonner
'the-

former
'

formerfonner on , behalfbehalf"ofbehalfof"ofQf thet1 latterlaUer .

Short of requiringrequiring att least SenateSenate-
candidates

Senate-
candidatescandidates to runrun statewidesta ewide , thusthus-

giving:thtmthgiving allaU .vv.'votersters ' a crack
,
ata" , themthtmthem-

there ;
'-

chang
c-

hangof'chang'thereththee re)\. ., isIs'IIittIe,7likelihoodIsIIittIe7likelihood?, ;,\
"
little f,;, ') likelihood "ofof"'of-

change
of

change ;:."ln"faimesslnfaimess" 'IiiIii' In ; fairness , it should bebe-

pO

be-

pointedpointedpOlleded outout that somesome of theth bestbest-
and

best-
and'most'experiencedandand'most'experiencedandmostexperienced' most

'-

experienced
e-

xperienced' experienced legislators '

in Alaska'sAlaskas."Alaska'sAlaskas'Alaska's"' ' ,. history-historyhistoiyhisto'ryhistorywere
'

-': ,. werewwere'einein' ,, in theththe-

pastpastpat$ ,:' session ..' .HoweverHowever"HoHo."
, leleee' , .fewfew.few-

Legislators
,
.fewfew-

LegislatorsLegislators have beenbeenconfrontedconfrontedconfronte-
dwithmore

confronted-
withwithwithmorewithmore'cOmplex"; ' .moremore.,

moremorecomplex,
'- cbmplexc- bmplex'- cOmplexc- Omplex' complex ' matters .

' ConsiderConside"these"jssuesConsidethesejssues'Consider'theser'issuesConsidertheserissues(,', .". ' these ;; "'' issues :
, 'aa' a '

"' perspectivepeispecti,e ,: $600600$66$ million
'
budget,,

deficitde fie it ;; .,.,,;: pipelinepip lit&elite'& Jmpactimpact ;

,

,double-digitdoubledigit'doubldigit'doubldoubl' -digitdigit- inflationinflation'theinflationthe;
"-

impact
i-

mpact
"' the PublicPublic .,

. EmployeesE
,

l yees
, _

Relationse1a ?: Actc ofofI
:
1972?2

!'
'

: ;' ' "
"

,

,

" ( : : ,.' iN, ;
,

, :

(Collective Bargaining Act ) ; thethe-

tax
the-

taxtax on reserves ; dissolution of thethe-

StateOperated
the-

StateOperatedState-OperatedStateOperated- Schools System ;

the coastalcoastalzonezone ; and a multitudemultitude-
ofof other items unheard of butbut-

four
but-

fouryearsfourfouryearsyears ago . ,

Combine built-inbuiltinbuilt-in deficienciesdeficiencies-
with

deficiencies-
withwithwithaa crush ofproblemsprovideofproblemsprovideofproblemsprovide-
no

problems ; provideprovide-
nono money to shovel them under ;

and you'veyouve' the ingredients of aa-

thankless
a-

thanklessthankless task . Small wonderwonder-
members

wonder-
membersmembers indulgeindul a in diversionary-
mischiefs

diversionarydiversionary-
mischiefsmischiefs .

" NN-

IronicallyIronicallyIronic'ally' , I sussedsus ect had theythey-

laid
they-

laidlaid off pot , prostitution ,
paramutuels , and pay and3J1d; hadhad-

gone
had-

gonegone home in 9090aaysmdays ,;manymanynynownynow-
condemning

nownow-
condemningcondemning would instead bebe-

compliment
be-

complimentingcomplimentingcompliment ng .

'OfOf' f 'somesome' 100 AdministrativeAdministrative-
bbillsbJJfls! , nearly 80O per cent werewere-

passed
were-

passedpassed or adopted by codecode-

revisions
code-

revisionsrevisions . All CommissionersCommissioners-
were

Commissioners-
werewerewere confirmed . Most budgetarybudgetary-
requests

budgetary-
requestsrequests were fulfilleduIfilledSincefulfrlled.SincefulfrlledSince( . Since theythey-

accommodatetl
they-

accommodatedaccommodatedaccommodatetl most of mymy-

requests
my-

requestsrequests , l'llletvelllletveI'llIll'' leve , the lashing toto-

.you
to-

youyou.you., who "hiredhired"hiredhired"' 'hihi' d"' them . TheyThey-

serve
They-

serveserve at your pleasureleasure . If theythey-

gave
they-

gavegave you none , youfOUyou have recourserecourse-
to

recourse-
toto remedy at thfcthepoUsthe polls . Finally , toto-

fault
to-

faultfault the Legislature is , ofofcoursecourse ,
to fault ourselvesourselve .

'

While legislative payP Y promptedprompted-
most

prompted-
mostmost public outcry , it should bebe-

in
be-

inin perspectiveperspe tive . Tjie'IeTile'II'e "paypay" bill" diddid-

other
did-

otherother things ascweUas ; well . It raisedraised-
salaries

raised-
salariessalaries ofsupervisorsofsupervisors who are notno-
trepresented

no-
trepresentedrepresented by collectivecollectiveb-
argaining

collectiveb-
argainingbargainingbargainingagenciesagencies . WithoutWithout suchsuch-

adjustments
such-

adjustmentsadjustments subordinates.subqrdin tes ,. wouldwould-
earn

_
earnearn moremore ' thanththan those whowho-

supervise
who-

supervisesupervise .
'

iy .

ActuallyyActually, the pay was increased1creased1creased-
about

increased-
aboutabout nineDine,, per centcent per year fromfrom-
salaries

from-
salariessalaries ,. lastlast sets t five ,. years ago .

Perhaps ' 'annualannual' automaticautomatic-
cost

automatic-
costoflivingcostcost-pf-IrvingcostpfIrvingcost-of-livingofliving- of.livingofliving.- increasesincrincrbasesshouldasesshould;.shouldshould. be '

accordedacc 'dedded' ;
'
' allI1'jStateI1jState*',, State employeesemploy es ,;'

includingmclud ig legislatorsleg s1ators
'

.;' Ifrf handledhandled-
thafway

handled-
that'waythatthafwaythat'waythatway*' way-wayway1,,.-' 1I suspectsusp ctth.therethere., re wouldwould-

be
would-

bebe littlelittle.huelittlehuelittlehue'andlittlehueand.hue'and.hueandhueand.
.
,

''
and cry. (:

SomeSOO1e1 ]
,

argueargue,., that of allaU paypay-
raiSes

pay-
raisesraises , 'thetheI' :'. LegislatorsLegislators-Legislatorswas*-' was thethe-

most
the-

mostmost overdue , least inflationary , .
. andand lessles ," expensive thanilianthan thosethose-
grantedgranted'antedantedg'antedg' anyanyny'othernyother'other StateState employeeemploye-

eIduring:1.thissameIduring:1.thissameIduring1.thissameIduring1thissameduringemployeeduring|:.;this'this.' '
|:
'
;., samesame

, pifriod.tpifriodtppgriodriod . , ItIt-

amounts
It-

amountsamountsamounts Tto'1Tto1, toJto '<" ,22.,2 <, per {
' centcen ('

, 'ofof' thethe-
I

the-
budget

the-
budget, I budget while benefitsbbenefits

(

mefits negotiatednegotiat-
edr

negotiated-
thi

negotiated-
thisr thisthi ,:' yearyyaryearar ,r?'UndertheUnderthe' undernder ,!? |:; thethePublicth

1, \PublicPublic\PubPub1Pub\\, PublicPubli-
cEmployees

c
'

,
;Employees'Employees' RelationsRelationsAct,) , Act
' ' '" ' " ..

"

.11. " , , 'tttt' '

li\lili-

"J

' \
)

,

' ,\ ; , '
frf" r

"
. , " ,

<)',
, ' :

"JJ"J-

1
. . '

:
\ "

, !! ,
' \ '\11(\ ' ' \ ,

accounted for 51 times as muchmuch-

expense
much-

expenseexpense .. (Such costs have almostalmost-

doubled
almost-

doubleddoubled each year since passagepassage-

of
passage-

ofof P.E.R.APER.APERA. . . . : $12,273,00012273000$ , , inin-

Fiscal
in-

FiscalFiscal Year 1974 ; $38,670,50038670500$38,670,500-
more

$38,670,500-
more

$ , ,

more in Fiscal Year 1975 ;

$59,625,60059625600$ , , more in Fiscal Year
1976 . Thus , it now costs aa-

cumulative
a-

cumulativecumulative $110,569,104110569104$ , , eacheach-

year
each-

yearyear . Since under the meritmerit-

system
merit-

systemsystem we cannot freely reducereduc-
epersonnel

reduc-
epersonnelpersonnel , annual costs ofof-

personal
of-

personalpersonal services , now totaling anan-

astronomical
an-

astronomicalastronomical $249,846,100249846100$ , , (upup-

from
up-

fromfrom $75,73280075732800$75,732,800$ , ;, in 1970)1970) willwil-

lcontinue
wil-

lcontinuecontinue to zoom upward unlessunless-
the

unless-
thethe Act is repealed..

An initiative to accomplishaccal1plish thisthis-

in
this-

inin now being .circulatedcirculated., circulated .

Commendable , numbers of StateState-

employees
State-

employeesemployees have "' expressedexpressed-
support

expressed-
supportsupport for repeal, in recognitionrecognition-
that

recognition-
thatthat such is not

.
in the State'sStates' bestbest-

interests
best-

interestsinterests .

The most questionable featurefeature-

of
feature-

ofof the "paypay" bill" is their .,'

retirement increase . I think thisthis-

covers
this-

coverscovers all elected officials ,

including myself. That warrantswarrant-
scriticism

warrant-
scriticismcriticism . Now legislativelegislativer-
etirement

legislativer-
etirementretirement is almost as lucrativelucrative-
asas the judicialju dicial . .

Since the bill fequiresrequires JudiciaryJudiciary-
for, for the first time to contributecontribute-
seven

contribute-
sevenseven perpercentcent toward retirement , ,

.)
as ' would the Legislature , itit-

modestly
it-

modestlymodestly lowers judicialjudicialr-
etirement

judicialr-
etirementretirement while substantiallysubstantially-
raising

substantially-
raisingthe

.

raisingraisingthethe legislativelegisla tive .

Accordingly , now when askedasked-

how
asked-

howhow I like ' being Governor , I cancan-

say
,

say : "II"1 wouldn'twouldnt' trade it for anyany-

other
any-

otherother job in the world . . . And , '

with the fat retirement that billbill-

provides
bill-

providesprovidedprovides me , it looks like I won'twontwon't-
havc

won't-
have

'
havehavchave:, to .."" SomethingSomethinSomethingoughtought to bebe-

done

be-

donedone about that.. '


