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TheThe federal
,
Department ofof-

Interior
of-

InteriorInterior is an indecisive body thatthat-

has
that-

hashashasprhasprovidedprovidedpr vided "thethe" biggestbi'ggestbi'gges-
tstumbling

bigges-
tstumbling

'
stumbling blockbloc1<;" "toto'to"' to AlaskaAlaska-

Natives
Alaska-

NativesNatives since the Alaska NativeNative-

Cl
Native-

ClaimsClaimsClClaimsims Settlement Act was '",

implemented , SamSarrt Kito presidentpresident-
of

president-
ofoofofthethethertheAlaskar,/ AlaskaAlas1< a Federation ofof-

Natives
of-

NativesNatives , said Tuesday .

Kito and executives of twotwo-

regional
two-

regionalregional Native corporationscorporations-
testified

corporations-
testifiedtestified onDOonland-landland.land-. claims problemsproblemproblems-
before

?;

before the U.SUS. . House IndianIndia-
nAffairs

India-
nAffairsAffairs SubcommitteeSubcpmmittee inin-
Anchorage

in-
AnchorageAnchorage . The subcommittee ,

chairedhaired.:, by U.SUS. . Rep . LloydUoydUoyd-
Meeds

Lloyd-
MeedsMeeds of Washington , conductedconducconducted-
three

tedted-
threethree separate hearings , thet\1et1e\ otherother-

two
other-

twotwo concerning education issuesissues-
and

issues-
andand a proposed $1.21.212$ . billionbillion-
health

billion-
healthhealth care bill .

Kito , in prepared testimony onon-

the
on-

thethe claims problems , said theth-
eInterior

th-
eInteriorInterior Department hashas-
consistently

has-
consistently, consistently found againstag;nst thethe-
best

the-
bestbest interests of., thqtheth NativeNative-
community

Native-
communityCommunity , and he outlinedoutlined-
several

outlined-
severalseveral specific problems :

- The department hashas-
consummated

has-
consummatedconsummated an agreement withwith-
the

with-
thethe BureauBueau{ of Land ManagementManagemen-
tand

Managemen-
tandand the GeneralGenenl ServicesServices-
AdmiI

Services-
AdministrationAdministrationAdmiI stration which "subvertssubverts"subverts-
the

"subverts-
the

""
the intentintentof.ofof,.of Congress to grantgran-
tNative

gran-
tNativeNative corporations excess ,
surpluss'urplus' andan non-needednonneeded- landsland ,"

Kito said .- Proposed InteriorInteriorD-
epartment

InteriorD-
epartmentDepartment amendments to landland-

selection
land-

selectionselection ; regulations wouldwould-

severely
would-

severelyseverely reduce theth number ofof-

cemetary
of-

cemetarycemetary and historical sitessit'es' thaithatthat-

have
that-

havehave been approved , andandwouldwouldwould-

place
would-

placeplace extra financial burdens onon-

Natives
on-

NativesNatives by forcing them to paypay-

for
pay-

forfor publicationpubIicatron ofoflandland selections ,

Kito believes . -' >

-.- TheTh department solicitor hasha-
sproduced

ha-
sproducedproduced an opinion whichwhich-

"would
which-

"would"wouldwould" allow the secretary toto-

place
to-

placeplace easements anywhere hehe-

wants
he-

wantswants on Native lands for anyany-

purpose
any-

purposepurpose he wants , which clearlyclearly-

was

clearly-

waswas not the intent of Congress . "
Interior also suffers from anan-

inability
an-

inabilityinability to make final decisions ,

Kito said . Easements have beenbeen-

under
been-

underunder discussion for "wellwell" over aa-

year
a-

yearyear ," theretherethereare
'
are still no guidelinesguidelinguidelines-

to
ss-

toto define1defmdefine navigable waters , andand-

the
and-

thethe Interior Department couldcould-

have
could-

havehave , but refused , to solve thethe-

problem
the-

problemproblem of creation of a 13th13t-
hregional

13t-
hregionalregional corporation forfor-

nonresident
for-

nonresidentnonresident Alaska Natives , thethe-

AFN
the-

AFNAFN leader said .

"OftenOften" the inability of thethe-

department
the-

departmentdepartment to make any decisiondecision-

has
decision-

hashas had as much negativenegativnegativenegativeeffecteffecteffect-

on
effect-

onon the Native community ass if thethe-

department
the-

departmentdepartment had madem de a decisiond.ecisiond.ecision-

against
decision-

against

.
against the Native'sNatives' best interest..

This is a very frustratingfrufrustrating-
atmosphere

tratingtrating-
atmosphereatmosphere to be operatingopera

'
g in ,,'"
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he said in writtenwritte testimonytest mony .

John Schaeffer , 'executiveexecutive'executive-
director

' executive-
directordirector of NANANAN A RegionalRegioTlal Corp .

based in Kotzebue , spoke aboutabout-
two

about-
twotwo other issues facing NativeNative-

corporations
Native-

corporationscorporations , Upcomingupcomin taxationtaxation-
of

taxation-
ofof undeveloped lands , and thethe-

difficulty
the-

difficultydifficulty in appraising landland-

values
land-

valuesvalues .

NANA began a merger processprocess-

with
process-

withwith some of its villagevillage-
corporations

village-
corporationscorporations , and obtainedobtained-
waivers

obtained-
waiverswaivers of somesonie Securities andan-
dExchange

an-
dExchangeExchange CommissionCommissionre-
quirements

Commissionre-
quirementsrequirements . But after spending
$150,000150000$ J 50,00050000, in the process , the SECSEC-

"jerked
SEC-

"jerked"jerkedjerked" the waivers " andI1d NANANANA-

was
NANA-

waswas out that much money ,

Schaeffer sajdsaid . The SECSECwouldwouldwould-

not
would-

notnot accept the method NANANANA-

used
NANA-

usedused in determiningdetennining land values .

Schaeffer saidsaid-saidNANA'- NANA isis-

basically
is-

basicallybasically a rural corporation , andand-

much
and-

muchmuch land is being selected forfor-

subsistence
for-

subsistencesubsistence purposes rather thanthan-
devetopmen

than-
developmentdevelopmentdevetopment.. Kito noted if statestate-

or
state-

oror local governments decide toto-

tax
to-

taxtax undeveloped land when itit-

become
it-

becomebecome taxable in 1992 , thethe-

Naives
the-

NaivesNaives may be forced to developdevelop-
the

develop-
thethe land , sell, lose it to taxes .. "WeWe"

expect to haveNave some futurefutlJrefutlJre-
recommendations

future-
recommendationsrecommendations to Congress onon-

the.thethe., the taxation of undevelopedundeveloped-
land

undeveloped-
landland ," KitoKHo said .

John Borbridge , president andand-

chairman
and-

chairmanchairman of the board of0101-

SeaAlaska
of-

SeaAlaskaSeaAlaska Corporation in thethe-

Southeast
the-

SoutheastSoutheast portion of the state ,

said his corporation is at issueissue-
with

issue-
withwith the U.SUSU .SS. . Forest Service overover-

the
over-

thethe rightnghinghiofof the regionalregiona-
lcorporation

regiona-
lcorporationcorporation to make landland-

selections
land-

selectionsselections in thcTongassthe Tongass NationalNationa-
lForest

National-
ForestForest.. Much of Other availableavailable-

land
available-

landland is mountainous and glacial ,.

BorbridgRsaidBorbridgrBorbridge. said .

Two Southeastern cities ,

JfurieauJuneauiurieau and Sitka , have landland-

selection
land-

selectionselection rights but no funds , andand-

Borbridge
and-

BorbridgeBorbridge recommended thatthat-

those
that-

thosethose two cities and two otherother-

cities
other-

citiescities in similar circumstancescircumstances-
elsewhere

circumstances-
elsewhereelsewhere in the state be given

$250,000250000$ , each ..

The Indian afaffairsaffairss-
ubcommittee

affairss-
ubcommittee

f a i r s

subcommittee is currentlycurrentlyc-
onsidering

currentlyc-
onsideringconsidering amendments to thethe-

claims
the-

claimsclaims act.. Meeds said many ofof-

the
of-

thethe problems raised in the hearinghearing-
Tuesday

hearing-
TuesdayTuesday would be dealt with inin-

the
in-

thethe amendments .


