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JUNEAU'JUNEAU' - The Bureau ofof-

Indian
of-

IndianIndian Affairs has decided toto-

allowallowallqw
,
fish traps to operate on thethe-

AnnetteAnnette ., Island reserve on aa-

restrictedrestricted basis this season .
'

gClarenceClarenceClarenc AntloquiaAntioquia , areaarea-

directordirector for the BIABlA , announcedannounced-
recentlyingrecentlyrecen'tly' following a meeting in
Juneau that the MetlakatlaMetJakatla

,

community wilwillw ] be permitted toto-

operate
to-

operateoperate' two fish trapstrilps for aa-

maximummaximum of 12 days duringduring-

August
during-

AugustAugust.. .,

His decision followed theth-
eannouncement

th-
eannouncementannouncement by thethe-
DepartmentDepartment of FishFishandand GameGame-

thatthat all of Southeastern AlaskaAlaska-
Willwill be closed to commercialcommercia-
lsalmon

commercia-
lsalmonsalmon ' net fishingfisl ng at leastleast-
through

least-
throughthrough July 27 because ofof-

extremelysxtremelyxtremelyextremely weak salmon runs inin-

the
in-

thethe area .

The total closure may extend '

through the remainderremaindrremaind r of thethe-

sUmmersummer , in at least some districts ,

if the salmon runs continue weak .

James Brookes , commissioner .,

of the Alaska Department ofofFishofFish-
and

FishFish-

andand Game , told the MetlakatlaMetIakatlaMetIakatl-
acouncil

Metlakatl-
acouncilcouncil delegation that thethe-
predicted

the-
predictedpredicted total pink salmon runrun-

to
run-

toto Southeastern Alaska will bebe-

only.onlyonly about one third of thethe-

amount
the-

amountamount needed for spawningspawning-
escapement

spawning-
escapementescapement .

"WeWe" i\eedieedl\eedlrteed\\ to allow everyevery-
possible

every-
possiblepossible pink salmon to spawnspawn-
this

spawn-
thisthis year if we are going to rebuildrebuild-
the

rebuild-
thethe salmon runs of SoutheasternSoutheastern-
Alaska

Southeastern-
AlaskaAlaska ,,"" Brooks said .

He said the DepartmentDepartment-
strongly

Department-
strdnglystrbnglystronglystrdngly opposes the AnneteAnnete-
Island

Annete-
IslandIsland fish traps because they willwill-

further
will-

furtherfurther jeopardize the alreadyalready-
weakened

already-
weakenedweakened salmon runs .

Brooks noted that only about
,80,00080000180,000180000, , pink salmon have beenbeen-
caught

been-
caughtcaught in Southeastern AlaskaAlask-
athis

Alask-
athisthis season , most of themthem-
incidental

them-
incidentalincidental to other fisheries , andand-
tha

and-
thatthattha t the total pink harvest for thethe-
year

the-
yearyear probably willw1111notnot muchmuch-
exceed

much-
exceedexceed 100,000100000, fish .

The Metlakatla delegates at thethe-
meeting

the-
meetingmeeting said that they will needneed-
to

need-
toto harvest aboutabout 200,000200000, pinks inin-

the
in-

thethe traps in Order to make a profitprofiprofit-
on

tt-
onon their operation .

"NoNo" fishing is not an acceptableacceptabl-
ealternative

acceptabl-
ealternativealternative in this case ,,""
Antioquia said . "Th'eThe"TlieTlie"111e' people ofof-

MetlakatIa
of-

MetlakatlaMetlakatlaMetlakatIa must be allowed toto-

share
to-

shareshare in the fish ,. "
HeHemademade the ruling under a newnew-

federal
new-

federalfederal regulation whichwhich-
authorizes

which-
authorizesauthorizes the MetlakatlaMetlakatlac-
oml11unity

Metlakatla-
community

IfishingIcommunitycoml11unitycoml11unitynlimitedfishingrights'
, unlimited\nlimitednlimited\! fishing

rights 'ininin an areaarea 3,0003000, feet fromfr in '

the reserve without regard toto-

state
to-

statestate,
. laws .

Brooks said that many of thethe-
pink

the-
pinkpinkI salmon passing AnnetteAnnette-
Island

Annette-
IslandIsland] in August are destined forfor-
streams

for-
streamsstreams! on that island .

"IfIf" you want to sacrifice thesethese-
fish

these-
fishfishj and jeopardize future runs ,
youJ apparently have the legallegal-
right

legal-
rightrightI

, to do so ., The state'sstates' primaryprimary-
responsibility

'

responsibilityI is the preservation

of the resource , and withwiUl'thewiUlthewith-thewiththethe'- lowlow-

pitk
low-

pinkpinkpitk! salmonsalmon'runssalmonruns' runs this year , wewe-

would
we-

wouldwould prefer to have no fisheryfishery-

'there
fishery-

'therethere'there' , " Brooks saids'aid
'

.

"IfIf" the federal government isis-

convinced
is-

convincedconvinced that there areare-
overriding

are-
overridingoverriding considerationsconsfderations , then II-

would

I-

wouldwould recommendrecommendnono fishing onon-

the
on-

thethe reserve in July and two daysdays-

perw
days-

perperperwweekek of fishing in August..

"WhileWhile'While"! ' this federal plan is notnot-
whatve

not-
what'wewhatwhat\vewhatvewhat'wewhatwe'\'-

we
w- e' would like , I believe itit-

does
it-

doesdoes give some measure ofof-

protection
of-

protectionprotection and is perhaps the bestbesbest-
we

tt-
wewe can hope for under thethe-

circumstances
the-

circumstancescircumstances ,:"' Brooks said .

Also attending the meetingmeeting-
were

meeting-
werewere Solomon Guthrie , mayorma or ofof-

Metlakatla
of-

MetlakatlaMetlakatla ; council membersmembers-
John

members-
JohnJohn SmithSmithandand Wally Leask ;

Harry Rietze , Alaska director forfor-
the

for-
thethe National Marine FisheriesFisheries-
Service

Fisheries-
ServiceService ; Gordon Watson , AlaskaAlaska-
director

Alaska-
directordirector for the U.SUS. . Fish andand-
Wildlife

and-
WildlifeWildlife Service , andand'otherandother' other state

,

-
and federalt deral officials .

In, another meeting in Juneau ,
Department of FishFishandand GameGame-
spokesmen

Game-
spokesmenspokesmen toldtQldtgld a delegation ofof-

Ketchikan
of-

KetchikanKetchikan seine boat operatorsoperators-
that

operators-
thatthat weak salmon runs willwillresultresultresult-
in

result-
inin the closure of net fishihgfishing inin-

Southeastern
in-

SoutheasternSoutheastern Alaska , perhaps forfor-

most
for-

mostmost ofor the summer .

"WeWe" face a very grimgriwgrinj , dismaldismal-
pic'ture

dismal-
picturepicturepic'ture' as far as the SoutheasternSouSoutheastern-
salmon

tl1easterntl1eastern-
salmonsalmon runs are concerned thisthis-
year

this-
yearyear ," Brooks *, said . "WeWe" areare-

closing
are-

closingclosing the seaspnsseasons now and if fishfis-
hlater

fis-
hlaterlater,

, appear that cancann bebe-

harvested
'

harvested , we will harvest them .

"WeWe" are not going to harvestharvest-

first
harvest-

firstfirst and then hope that more fishfish-

will
fish-

willwillwillawillappearappeara p p ear to provideprQvide forfor-

spawnin
for-

spawningspawningspawninspawningescapement? escapement . "

-
The KetchiKanKe tch bn delegation ,

headed by Joe DerrtmertDernmertDemmert , askedasked-
the

asked-
thethe department to permitpeimit them toto-

cont
to-

continuecontinuecont nue the red salmon fisheryfishery-
inin District 4 ., It will remain closed ,

however , to protect the weak runrun-

of
run-

ofofofredsreds and to prevent thethe-

incidental
the-

incidentalincidental catch of pinks in thatthat-
fishery

that-
fisheryfishery .

"EveryEvery". Eve ry indicator wew havehave-
points

have-
pointspoints to the fact that we areare-

faced
are-

facedfaced with a disaster in thethe-

salmon
the-

salmonsalmon runs of SoutheasternSoutheastern-
Alaska

Southeastern-
AlaskaAlaska this year ,

" said CarlCar-
lRosier

Car-
lRosierRosier , director qfof thethe-
dep

the-
department'sdepartment'sdepartmentsdep art men t'sts' division ofof-
commercial

of-
commercialcommercial fisheriesfisherlcs ., "WeWe" mustmus-
ttake

mus-
ttaketake every possible step toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide for spawning escapementcscapemenescapement-
to

tt-

toto rebuild these salmon runsnlns .
"


