
MSBNSB mayor unhappy with report on radiation testing
North Slope Borough Mayor GeorgeGeorge-

Ahm

George-

AhmaogakAhmAhmaogakogak , Sr . , has expressed disap-

pointment

disap-

pointment

disapdisap-¬-

pointment with a recent federal report onon-

1950's

on-

1950's1950's1950s' radiation testing of North SlopeSlope-

Natives

Slope-

NativesNatives ,. The National Research CouncilCouncil-

cond

Council-

conductedcondconductedcted the analysis at the request ofof-

Congress

of-

CongressCongress and concluded lhatthat , althoughalthough-

the

although-

thethe Natives who participatedparticipatedwerewere notnot

informed the pills they swallowed con-

tained

con-

tained
concon-¬-

tainedtainedradioactiveradioactive iodine , no real harmharm-

was

harm-

waswas done as a result of the experiments ..

""They"They didn'tdidnt' come to the North SlopeSlope-

and

Slope-

andand examine any of the victims who areare-

stil1living

are-

stillstillstil1livingliving ,
" said Mayor Ahmaogak .

""AllAll"Al-

lthey

"Al-

ltheythey did was run some numbers and dede-

cide

de-

cide
de-de¬-

cide that nobody was harmed .
"

The report indicated that thyroid can-

cer

can-

cer

cancan-¬-

cer is very rare and the dosage receivedreceived-

by

received-

byby test subjects was unlikely to havehave-

caused

have-

causedcaused any new cancer cases . But whilewhile-

the

while-

thethe report downdownplayedplayed the harm to testtest-

subjects

test-

subjectssubjects; , it also acknowledged the dangersdangers-

ofof using Iodine 131 in human experiments ._
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""TheyThey say the radiation didn'tdidnt' do anyany-

harm
any-

harmharm ,
" said Ahmaogak..

""ButBut then theythey-

admit
they-

admitadmit Iodine 131 isn'tisnt' usedusedanymoreanymoreanymore bebe-

c

be-

cause
be-be¬-

ccauseuse it sendssendsaa lot ofofradiationradiation to thethe-

thyroid

the-

thyroidthyroid gland . They also admit it waswas-

dangerous
was-

dangerousdangerous to use children andand-

breastfeeding
and-

breastfeedingbreastfeeding women as subjects . TheyThey-

seem
They-

seemseem to be talking out of both sides ofof-

their

of-

theirtheir mouths .""

AhmaogakAhmaogaksaidsaidaid the report'sreports' recom-

mendations
recom-

mendations
recomrecom-¬-

mendations do not address the real greds-

or
needsgredsedseds-

oror concerns of people who were used inin-

the
in-

thethe experiments .

""That'sThats' why we'rewere' doing our ownown-

medical
own-

medicalmedical investigation . It looks like we'llwellwe'll-

have

we'll-

have

'

have to do the work they weren'twerent' willingwilling-

toto do in order to get conclusions that ,,;arelrelre-

based

are-

basedbased on medicinemedicirte , not arithmetic .
"

The Borough recently contractedcontracted-
with

contracted-
withwith the law firmrum of Birch , Horton , BittnerBittner-

and
Bittner-

andand Cherot to cond1Jconductt an investigationinvestigation-

into
investigation-

intointointo how this
'

experimentxperiment'experiment was allowed toto-

happen

to-

happenhappen and to conduct a medical Inves-

tigation

inves-

tigation

invesInves-¬-

tigation of the consequences of the Iodine" ,

131 experiments .
'


