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Native cutcat off-

from
off

from federalfederal-
benefitsbenefits ?

January 1414,1977141977, 19771977-

Dear

1977-

Dear. Dear Editor :

.
Well , I finally got the low-

down
low-

down
low

down on whats in store for the-

Natives
the-

Natives
the

Natives .. I am , sorry to say there-

are
there-

are
there

are lot of people who are mis-

leading
mis-

leading
mismis-¬-

leading the interpretation ofof-

Land
of-

landLand ClaimsCairnsAaims Settlement Act . NoNo-

the
No-

thethe government knew all along-

that
alongalong-

thatthat the Natives were not given-
full

given-

full
given

full title of the land , they never-
will

never-

will
never

will.. They the government will-

get
will-

get

will

get the land back when allaU the-

Natives
thethe-

NativesNatives have to pay property-

tax
propertyproperty-

taxtax . Sure they promise the-

Natives
thethe-

Natives million acres-OkacresOkacres--OkacresOks-
uppose

acresOks-
uppose
Natives , forty ---
suppose they do . How in thetbe h-

do
lih-hh-

do
¬-

do you Natives think that wewe-

will
we-

willwill pay property , and if we-

don't
wewe-

don'tdon'tdont' pay taxes on property . We-

naturally
WeWe-

naturallynaturally lose allaU the land to-

internal
toto-

InternalInternal Revenue Service . OnlyOnly-

thing
Only-

thingthing we look for is tax free landland-

and
land-

andand free choice of selection of-

land
ofof-

landland .. This is known as reserva-

tion
reservareserva-¬.-

tion . Naturally we don'tdont' want-
that

wantwan-
tthatthat..

But the point is we have-

choice
havehave-

choicechoice of accepting that or be-

cut
bebe-

cutcut offof( from all federal benefits .

Including , and from Bureau ofof-

Indian
of-

IndianIndian AffairsAffain , always remember-
that

remember-
that

remember
that we as Natives , have far less-

rights
lessless-

rightsrights as the Blacks or otherother-
minority

other-
minorityminority groupsgJoups .

_

I1 am writing at the conclusion-
of

conclusion
of this letter to the Secretary of-

Interior
ofof-

InteriorInterior . Don'tDont' worry I will not-
bring

not-
bring

not
bring up the issue of reservationsreservations-
inin Alaska . Although there Is no-

doubt
no-

doubt
no

doubt in my mind that therethere-
will

there-
willwill eventually be one . Only sad-

thing
sadsad-

thingthing about the whole dd-ddset- set upup-

is
up-

isis that people don'tdont' seem to-

realize
to-

realize
to

realize the future plans of thethe-

Dept
the-

DeptDept.. of Interior .

All I could say is more power-
to

powerpower-
toto those who have their hands in-

cokkie
in-

cokkie
in

cokkie jar . For tomorrow might-
be

mightmight-
bebe too late .

I have been in this world 53-

years
53S3S3-

yearsyears , and in last thirty yearsyears-
the

years-
thepennittedintopermittedintothe Natives , have been permittedpennitted
into the bars . I remember when II-
was

I-

waswas young . There were signs all-

along
all-

along
all

along Second Avenue that : No-
Natives

NoNo-
NativesNatives permittedpennitted on where any
kindanykindofalcoholicof alcoholic beverages isis-

served
is-

servedserved . There have been many-
changes

manymany-
changeschanges thesetht'sethtse' lot of Natives have-
lost

havebavebave-
lostlost what little pride they had .

Look around !

There are too dd-ddmany- manymany-
welfare

many-
welfarewelfare agencies . I1 see down at-

the
atat-

thethe Tanana ChiefsOdefs Social Service-
where

ServiceService-
wherewhere younyoungyoungman!man asking for wel-
fare

welwel-¬.-
(fareare assistance . And if you ask-

the
askask-

thethe young man why he is not-
working

notnot-
workingworking he usually say there is-

no
isis-

nono work . Thats a dd-dd-liedliedlie- lie . Because-
at

Because.
atgoingfullthe time pipeline was going
full blast.. Yet the young man-
seems

manman-
seemsseems to give me positive reasonreason-
why

reason-
whywhy he'shes' not working . As soonsoon-
as

soon-
asas he gets his check from the-
agencies

thethe-

agenciesagencies . He goes directly to the-

bar
thethe-

barbar . This type ofofwelfarewelfare assis-
tance

assis-
tance

assisassis-¬-

tance we could do without ?

Well so much for this and-

that
andand-

thatthat . I will close with this little-
phrase

littlelittle-
phrasephrase : Be thankful you have-

seen
havehave-

seenseen the Sun rise today . For-
tomorrow

ForFor-
tomorrowtomorrow there might not bebe-

no
be-

nono Sun for allaUaUofallofof us .

Gilford
SignedGilford

Signed

AVCP has fish-

and
fish

and gamegavegave-
concerns

....ee
concerns
concernsJanuary

January 11II11,197711197711,1977-

Governor

, 1977

GovernorGovel1lor Jay HammondHammond-
Office

Hammond-

OfficeOffice of the GovernorGovernor-
Juneau

Governor-
JuneauJuneau , Alaska 9980199801-

Dear

99801-

DearDear Governor Hammond :

The Association of VillageVillage-

Council
Village-

CouncilCouncil Presidents (AAVCPVCP ) bas-

to
hasbashas-

toto our knowledge the onlyonly-

functioning
only-

functioningfunctioning fish and game oror-

ganization
or-

ganization
or-or¬-

ganization in the rural areas ofof-

the
of-

thethe state . Because of the dede-

pendence
de-de-¬.

pendence of our region on fishfish-

and
fish-

andand game our village presidentspresidents-

bave
presidents-

havehavebave allocatedalJocated the major part ofof-

the
of-

thethe funds coming to this regionregion-
for

region-
forfor the advocacy cash poorpoor-
peoples

poor-
peoplespeoples to be spent in the areasareas-

of
areas-

ofof fishfash and game .

This program has led to thethe-

fonnation
the-

formationformationfonnation of fisheries boards on-

both
onon-

bothboth the Lower Yukon andand-

Kuskokwim
and-

KuskokwimKuskokwim whose representa-
tives

representa-
tives

representarepresenta-¬-

tives were selected at publicpublic-

meetings
public-

meetingsmeetings within the village-
srepresented

villagesvillage-
srepresentedrepresented by the specific fish-

eries
fishfish-¬.-

eries organization.TheseorganizationThese. indiviindivi-
duals

¬.

duals were selected because thetltethe-

villagers
tlte-

villagersvillagers believed the individualindividual-
selected

individual-
selectedselected to be most qualified andand-

willing
and-

willingwilling to represent the villagevillage-

onon fish and game matters .

Through this constant attentionattention-
toto fish and game these groupsgroupsdecideddecided that they were capablecapable-
of

capable-
ofof participating in the statesstatesf-

ISh
states-

fishfish and game advisory boardboard-
system

board-
systemsystem . You are well aware tbat-
the

thattbatthat-
thethe system designed to allow-
rural

allowallow-
ruralrural peoples to participate inin-

the
in-

thethe Boards of fishfIShandand game
decisiongamedecisionmaking has nevernever-
worked

never-
workedworked in Rural Alaska .

It is with dismay that I am

writing this ., letter totoyou-.:.yy-youyou.yuyouu . now ;

concerning the recentrecentactions
,
actions byby-

the
by-

thethe boards off fish and game ' inin-

selecting
in-

selectingselecting the original 5S , members-

in
membersmembel'$in the lower Yukon ' .and.and lower-

Kuskokwim
lower-

Kuskokwims
lower

KuskokwimsKuskokwim ! advisorydvisory ?)
.,.boardsboards ., .'

The Boards selected around Jhethethe-
nQminees

thethe-

nomineesnomineesnQminees of the subregioi1a1-

fISheries

subregionalsubregioi1a1subregional-
fisheriesfisheries groups andnd the

'

'AA'AVCP-

which
AVCP'AVCPVCPVCP-

whichwhich supported these nom-
inees

nomnom-nom-¬.
inees .. We believe that the board

,' acted out of ignorance andan4andwithwith-

out
withwith-¬.-

out proper in-putinputinput-- from individ-

uals
individindivid--¬.

uals familiar with our region .

The feed back we have receivedreceived-

from
received-

fromfrom our villages who have-

attempted
have-

attempted
have

attempted to work within thethe-

regulatory
the-

regulatoryregulatory process is 'one'one ofof-

confusion
of-

confusionconfusion and mistrust.. We-

would
WeWe-

wouldwould like immediate attention-
on

attention
on this matter .

Sincerely ,

AVCPAVer , INC .

Edward HoffmanRoffman , President
PresidentCarlPresidentCad
CarlCad JackJack-

Executive
Jack-

Executive
Jack-

ExecutiveExecutive Direct-

orBIA

DirectorDirect-

orBIABIARIA leftoversleftoverssee.seesee-

co

...
c/oco/ General DeliveryDelivery-

Emmonak
Delivery-

EmmonakEmmonak , Alaska 9958199581-

To

99581-

ToTo Whom It May Concern :

I1 am a teacher at thethe-

Emmonak
the-

EmmonakEmmonak Elementary School..

We are a ""newnew " school , the statestate-

having
state-

havinghaving taken over the old B.I.ABI.ABIA.. . .

school here . Among the ""leftleft"left-

overs
"left-"leftleft-¬.

overs " given us by the B.I.ABI.ABIA.. . . was-

an
was-

an
was

an incomplete series of thethe-

Alaskan
the-

AlaskanAlaskan Reading Series (((1973)1973(1913)1913) ..

I am using the series and enjoy-

ing
enjoy-

ing
enjoyenjoy-¬-

ing it very much . As the schoolschool-

isis beginning to build its cirricu-

lum
cirricu-

lum
cirricu-cirricucinicu--.

lum and consideringconsideringaa new read-

ing
readread-¬.-

ing series (that is a completecomplet-
eseriesat

complet-
eseriesatseriesseries-atseriesat-at this point we have onlyonly-

bit
only-

bitbit and pieces ) I would like toto-

know
to-

knowknow as much as possible about-
the

about-

the
about

the Alaskan Readers .

Gregg P . JohnsonJobnson


