required to purchase the team
and equipment and to provide

for the team’s feeding, training,
and handling for the first year.
Now, [Inupiat University is
launching a camrai to ob-
tain the needed funds through
contributions. {

Why is Inupiat University
going to so much trouble over
a dog team when it is apparent
that is the last local vestige of
a completely obsolete form of
tran: ation? It is because
Inupiat University, the onl!
Eskimo University in the world,
believes that dog sledding is one
part of a traditional culture
that should be, indeed must be
preserved for the benefit of this
and future Jenemions.

The little Eskimo University
wants to provide courses in dog
selection, care, and training;
harness and sled construction
and maintenance; driving a dog
sled; and related activities. While
dog sleds may never again be the
survival necessity they once
were, they can be used in
recreation and sports, as well
as providing an emergency
transportation syste. There is,
for. example, considerable gen-
eral interest in dog sled racing,
as evidenced by the Fur Rendez-
vous races and the - fantastic
Iditarod race.

As the rodeo has become an
important  competitive l?emrt
among high schools and colleges
of the Southwest states, so in
the Arctic and sub-Arctic no-
thing would be more natural
than dog sled competition.
Local interest suggests that it
could soon be a very popular
sport among both participants
and spectators.

Revival of the arts and skills




