
AJJf

sfwsffuws&w

arctic slope
native association
afaffiliatef mate of AFN
box 486
barrow alaska
september 23 1969

mr howard rock
editor tundra times
fairbanks alaska

dear howard
in your last issue of the times

on september 19th mr john
borbridge stated the status of the
alaska federation of natives pos-
ition very correctly and I1 want
to endorse everything he said

1I also want to state further in
reference to the congressmansCongressmans
words that the bill should not
require that nonnativenon native alaskansalaskasAla skans
be deprived of benefits to which
they would otherwise be en-
titled

while I1 would be the last man
to say that the nonnativenon native alas
kans are not entitled equally to
the benefits that I1 claim this
whole proposition is brought a-
bout by the fact that the natives
have a substantial claim to all of
alaska and we are asking for a
settlement of which the 2 per
cent royalty is only a part when
anyone becomes a claimant to
anything he becomes entitled to
ask for anything that might be a
legitimate consideration for set
lement

if the request for the 2 per
cent royalty came about in the
absence of the land claims and
was made as a request for a hand
out then I1 would agree with the
congressman but like john bor-
bridge said we own all the land
that we claimed it is ours

if the congressman want to
continue to twist some facts
around let me say that in fact it
is the congressmanandcongressman and the state
who are asking for a handout
they want all the land that we
are giving up for practically no-
thing let me also remind the
congressman and go as far as to
say that the matter of settling
the land claims will be determin-
ed by 100 senators and 435
congressmen and not pollock
miller or stevens

I1 refer particularly to the
north slope when I1 say that
each time the words state
land are used on the north
slope it is legally wrong and
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they know it there areate no state
lands there all of the north
slope belongs to the native peo-
ple and remain so until the
legislation is passed

what may I1 ask is so uncon-
stitutionalstittition a about asking for a just
settlement I1 do not foresee any
possibility of the congress of the
united states of america passing
legislation constitutionally un-
sound the congressman is an
attorney himself andifandia his legal
staff cannot provide him with an
interpretation of the constitu-
tionalitytiona lity of this provision I1

would be most happy to furnish
him such a research

by gosh lets start talking a
little common sense about this
thing are you for it or arent
you

the congressman stated in
the last hearings in washington
DC that he would support what-
ever position the AFN had and
he was applauded for saying so

my friend and congressman
is in trouble remember my fel-
low democrat whom he succeed-
ed ask him why

eben hopson
40vpx

manchester michigan
september 26 1969

gentlemen
I1 read with a great deal of

interest the paper you print
some of theahe points you bring up
do not always appeal to me but
I1 suppose it is because I1 have not
associated with my people for so
many years and had no contact
with native alaskasafaskansalaskansAfaAlaskans or indians
of any tribe for so many years

my record shows I1 was born
at pt barrow august 8 1885
taken from there 1890 by dr
sheldon jackson placed under
his guardianship at unalaska be-
ing brought there by the revenue
cutter bear transferred to rev-
enue cutter rush and taken to
sheldon jackson training school
where I1 stayed until 1896 and
then to carlisle indian school
from where I1 graduated in 1902

after that year I1 was in con-
tact only with the whites so you
see my loss of aboriginal instincts
would be greater than any whose
life was mixed with his original
people

after serving in the US arm
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y for three years I1 was employed
at least frpl98 to 1932192 as
bookkeeper andadd a94istlintcashierassistant cashier
and ffi10a11nallsF
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a 12 million concern thenen t

came tomto manchesterymichasn6agift M 1616. asaaafiyfi i f f ri rshoe rerepairpair1vjaj7anmanttanmanttqn my 0
still not conconovconattpgcontvtV4 4anifan9fnyllodlanindians
and having lo10loirtraceloirsarachractrace afleyaflmy
former friends at sielksitlksitaranctardir

lisle
since 1945 1I have been marman-

chester township treasurer een-
joying the friendship and fellow-
ship of the peopeoplepie aroaround1undd here

I1 finally got in touch with
william paul who was a student
with metn6lattlaf sitkaitka aand

t
nd carlisle

and recently afteeallafter all these yeyearsars
we benjenjenjoyedoyed a breunireunireunion0n afaftertat& hhavingav i ngg

been away from alaskaalaskialaski for 73
years

my sincere hope is thattha
throthroughug fi your paper something
might be done to relieve the poor
housing and livingconditionsliving conditions of
the people whose heritage is now
being sold from under their feet

yours
michael healy wolfe
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september 17 1969

dear mr editor
I1 have discussed whatfollowswhatfallowswhat followsfallows

wwithith others who have encouragedencoluragedencquraged
me to write to yyou0u aandn d tthehe many
readers of the tundra times

it has been of great concern
to me and to others in the alas-
kan conservation movement that
participation by native persons
has been virtually nonexistent I1

am uncertain as to what reasons
for this unfortunate situation
are in any case the reasons are
not of great importance at this
time what is important and I1

would suggest vitally soisso is that
native persons be brought into
the conservation movement as
rapidly as possible to do so we
must all work togethertogetnertpgetkqrjogetnerto to prevent
in alaska area repetitionpetition of thethermisthejmismis
takes that have elsewhere accom-
panied large scale development

in alaska as you know the
development fever has begun to
take on the proportions of the
gold fevers of old worse for
these present day miners have
far more effective tools and even
deeper compulsions the prob-
able if not inevitable conse 1

quencesquencas of overpopulation run-
away urbanization pollutionion and
general degradation of the envir-
onment are all too obvious I1

it is of the greatest importance
to all of us who choose to live in

continued on page 6
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continued from page 2
alaska that native persons and
organizations involve themselves
directly in efforts to prevent
economic development from be-
ing destructive of human and
environmental values the native
person as the first conserva-
tionistti can contribute most
significantly in this effort it is
not only that the native has much
to teach us about good conserva-
tion practices generally but his
intimate knowledge of natural
forces wildlife and vegetation
and of the remotest areas of
alaska are precisely what is need-
ed on which to base recommen-
dations and legislative proposals
for the protection of these most
precious resources

mr editor the time grows
short for initiating appropriate
action in so many of these areas

we must all work together in
this crucial realm of conservation

I1 believe moreover that the
conservation movement provides
the ideal vehicle for bringing
native persons together with altall
sectors of the population to serve
an indisputably mutual interest
and that from this shared exper-
ience of working together to
protect the environment will
flow other benefits probably be-
yond our present reckoning

I1 believe that the land is the
basic tie that binds us we all
belong to it and it to us and if
as in the past of human hhistorystory
our common humanity was not
enough to bring us all together as
members of the family of man
perhaps a felt recognition of our
inseparable relationship within
the ecological community will
help us to acheivescheive that end

As you well know and as the
very existence of your news-
paper attests it has not been
sufficient for a people to present
a valid claim to justice to point
to the wrongs which have been
committed and which continue
to be done what must be done
it seems to me is to establish an
area of shared concern between
the peoples involved once done
other mutual efforts and corres-
ponding benefits will surely fol-
low

it seems to me then that the
land can indeedindeed be the tie that
binds us together anc as allatl
great movements begin with small
but important steps I1 wish to
suggest that the active involvinvolve
ment of native persons as mem-
bers of the conservation societies
of alaska will be a significant
beginning step and one that is
crucial to the future develop-
ment of alaska

please allow me to ask that
serious consideration be given
to these thoughts

respectfully
charles konigsberg
anchorage alaska
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wales alaska
september 23 1969

letter to the editor
tundra times

I1 have read with interest aji
the items that concerns the AFN
also the native land claims

on your sept 12 issue I1

want to commend those young
eskimos and indians that have
picketedatpicketedat the lease sale for
not being afraid to let everybody
know of their opinions and their
rights

and now lets take when the
russians discover alaska but
incidentally they found it was
owned by the indians aleutsaleuns
and the eskimos

now give this a serious con-
sideration who owns the land
the one who found it or the
ones who had been living on it
for years and years

and come to think of it I1

have never read or heard of any
negotiations or agreements of
the natives of alaska turning

over their land to the russians
and this is my opinion and be-
lief that the alaskan natives
have a substantial legal right to
the land

and my last statement if any-
body thinks that I1 am wrong
put it on the tundra times and
I1 will take back all the state-
ments if I1 am wrong

and we can bet that alaska
was sold and bought without
the knowledge of the majority
of the alaskan natives

S ROY OKPEALUK
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501 moore hall
university of alaska
college alaska 99701
september 23 1969

congressman
howard W pollock
house of representatives
washington 25 DC

sir
in tundra times published

september 19th I1 read a portion
wherewhare it stated that you oppos-
ed to the 2 per cent overridingover riding
royalty proposal advadvancedalcedanced by the
alaska federation of natives as
part of a land claims settlement

if you claim to be alaskan
then I1 declare that you are alas-
kan for outside secret partners
by virtue of your congressional
representation for alaska you
certainly do defend unto death
our right to say but not what is
good for all alaskansalaskasAlaskans what a
hell of a way to keep alaska
going by keeping the poor de-
pleted and keep the rich from
the poor what sort of a politi-
cian are you

As I1 recall the history of
alaska the first immigrants to
alaska were forgotten by white
house in the middle and the late
nineteenth century for awhile
the immigrants enjoyed immun-
ity from white house but could
not stand it later without rights
to their lands and benefits for
local use that president harrison
had fooled the immigrants for
awhile but they hadnt been
fooled because they knew what
they were talking about 01
harrison was only an inch away
from the powerful grips of the
immigrants

now that you presumably
represent alaska you are doing
to the natives exactly what 01
harrison did to the immigrants
remember that you are only an
inch away from the powerful
grips of the true alaskansalaskasAla skans not
natives or whites but true alas
kans

memorandum
john angaiak


