
IfhifickelCk seekselseeks Ttransferransfer
ofnunivakof Numiakumvak muskMUsk ox

secretary of the interior waltwait
er J hickel announced his ap-
proval of plans to transfer musk
ox from nunivak island

As the second phase of the
E transplant program it is planned
itoto move about 100 musk ox
from nunivak island to the arc-

i tic north slope in the spring of
1970

the first phase of the pro-
gram completed this last year
moved 48 of the animals from
nunivak island to barter island

this plan comes as a result of
a study just completed by the
bureau of sport fish and wild-
life

the musk ox reduction pro-
gram on nunivak island is part
of a long range plan to restore
the animal on its native range in
northern alaska

nunivak island 18 miles off
the alaska coast on the bering
sea was set aside as a national
wildlife refuge under an execu-
tive order signed by president
hoover in 1929

the musk ox herd on the
island now numbering about 750

arwasrwasas developed from 34 animals
purchasedurchased in greenland and
placed on the island in 1936

the planned removal program
of 100 animals per year will re-
duce the present population of
the herd removal criteria will
favor the removal of more males
ithanthan females with a planned re

duction in productivity on the
island

this will tend to stabilize the
present herd and with the trans-
plant of new animals on the
north slope alaska musk ox
will be secure from the chance
of a disastrous loss in the nunivak
herd

musk ox will be captured on
nunivak in march all capture
and handling of the animals on
the island will be done by eski-
mo residents using snowmobilessnowmobilersnowmobiles
animals will be transported to
mekoryukMekoryuk via sled

materialshavematerialsMaterial haveshave been purchased
for the construction of a I11 quar-
ter acre corral and holding pens
to accomodateaccommodate the musk ox at
mekoryukMekoryuk construction will be
accomplished by local hire under
the supervision of the bureau of
sport fish and wildlife person-
nel

an effort will be made to
capture family herds as a unit
although it will be necessary to
move to many of the animals
shortly after capture an attempt
will be made to hold as many as
possible untifuntie june as this is a
more favorable release time

recent discussions with the
alaska department of fish and
game officials indicate that this
transplant program is in agree-
ment with their management
plansplansoblanso


