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By AGNES PETE

At age 114, Minnie Tucker of
Fairbanks has led a fong and very
strong life. i

Born in Rocky; Point near
Nome about 114 years ago, she
has ccme lhrough jmany hard-
ships and physical injyries.

According to her’ daughter,
Edna Wilder, Minnie's age is es-
timated by the fact that she
was about ten years older than
her husband when she married.
She was born about the time
the salmon berries begin to ripen
in Rocky Point, so her birthday
was set at August 12.

Apparently  Minnie has a
strong will to live with her heart-
ening faith in God, and that He
will someday come for her.

Though she has
many physical injuries, she has
the strength to endure them.
Last winter she was in a car ac-
cident necessitating her move to

. Careage North. When I visited
her Monday she seemed well
enough to want to go home.

Seeing all the snow coming
down she says, “l wish it were
clear so I could walk home. I
have no mukluks on, though.”
After her accident, she needed
constant care so Careage North
provided a place for her.

Edna says she -would like to
have her, but if she has to go
off to her part-time job. at the
University in the Home Econo-
mics - Department demonstrat-
ing how to sew fur and skins,

Former Local
Girl Wins Farm
Woman of Year

Reprinted from Rockford
Morning Star
By CO LEBER

Sally Patrick didn’t know
the difference between sweet
corn and field com when she
married an Illinois farm boy al-
most 20 years ago.

She learned to distinguish
them quickly along with a multi-
tude of other skills necessary
for a farmer’s wife and this
month was named Wirnebago
Farm Woman of the Year by the
Farm Bureau,

“The. first 1 was outside of
Alaska was Christmas of 1954
when I came down'to meet
Maurice’s family,” the Fairbanks
Native said. The next year she
was married and living on the
farm at 2465 Centerville Road.

“My first job on the farm
was driving the tractor when hay
was being loaded into the barn,”
she said, smiling as she recalled
her first experience.

Plowing, discing planting, har-
vesting and other farming activi-
ties soon were added to her list
of duties for helping the 600
acres the family farms.

(Continued on Page 10)

suffered |

AMAZING ESKIMO LADY — Although'plagued by numerous’
injuries throughout her latest years, Minnie Tucker, 114 years old,
has been able to shake them off and keeps living a good, strong
life. — Photo by HARVEY 0. HAGGARD

Minnie would worry because she
was not actually in the house.

At Careage North, Minnie
doesn’t worry about Edna, be-

cause. she knows Edna is not
supposed to be there.
Several- years ago, 'Minnie’s
(Continued on Page 5)

Apartment/ Hotel Complex—

Bethel Boasts Modern F aclllty

‘The Kuskokwim village of
Bethel, Alaska can now boast of
Apartment housing equal to any

in remote Alaska. Owned by the -

Bethel Native Corporation, the
new hotel and apartment com-
plex has 40 completely furnished
units and consists of two separ-
ate buildings.

According to Ralph Stefano,
and Associates Consulting En-
gineers, of Anchorage. the pro-
ject is “one of the best con-
structed buildings in any Alas-
kan Bush Community.”

Stefano stated that the “ma-
terial is of good quality, the
construction is sound, every-
thing fits, and there’s excellent
attention to detail.”

Contractor for the project’

wis Tom Gittins,. of - Gittins

Construction based in Anchorage .

Working with the project super-
intendent Tom: Langlie, Gittins
finished the project nearly two
months ahead of the original

completion date of Jan.'S, 1975.

The project ‘was conceived in
March of this year during dis-
cussions between the Bethel Na-
tive Corporation and Paul Kreu-
zenstein, an' Anchorage consult-
ant. The contract was signed

‘Mountain ﬂ]llmbers,

Fishermen Ask Access

_Across Native Lands

By DONN ‘LISTON
Alaska Natlve’ Foundation
ANCHORAGE — Fishermen, fliers and mountain
climbers all asked the Federal-State Land Use Planning
Commission ' to provide access across Native lands for
their activities here Wednesday, and the Alaska Federa-
tion of Natives urged the Commission to follow. its rés-

ponsibilities as outlined in ‘the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act.

The action occurred during
public hearings to. provide input

‘into a Local Easement Study

drafted by the commission. Rog-

. er Lang, president of AFN, pre-

sented the corporation’s posi-

‘tion, followed by a similar posi-

tion presentation by Sen. John
Sackett, president of ‘Doyon Ltd.
“The history of the Alaska

~Native has been one of com-
: promxse bargaining and negotia-
- ting.”

Lang criticized the manner
in which the commission was
doing its job, by looking at cdus-
es and considering whether ease-
ments should be granted, and
urged it to follow its mandate
under the settlement act.

The’ Settlement Act calls for
the commission to identify pub-

lic easements across lands select- - €

ed by Village Corporations and
the Regional Corporationsand at
periodic points along the courses
of major waterways which are

iy hl Il “'1"
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% BETHEL APARTMENT COMPLEX — The Bethel Native Corp-

oration has just completed a 40-unit apartment buildings and each
unit has a kitchen with one and two bedrooms. Local people are

saying .that Bethel has.the ‘‘nices
in rural Alaska."

* June 15th and by July 17, Git-
tins had the foundation pilings

in place.
Each of the pilings had to be
coiled in copper and attached

t new apartment/hotel complex

to relngeratlon units to keep
the permafrost solid.
On the 7th of August, the
framing began with a crew con-
(Continued on page 7)

reasonably necessary to guaran- -
tee. international treaty obliga-
tions, a full right of public use.
and access for recreation; hunt-
ing, transportation, - utilities,
docks, and such other public uses
as the Planning Commission -det-
ermines to be important.”

“AFN submits that the key
question which the land use plan-
ning commission now must con-
sider is how and by what criteria
the determination  should be
made as' to whether a public
easement is reasonably neces-
sary,” Lang said.

“In the materials so. far cir-
culated by the commission staff,
this key question has been pass-
ed over and the bulk of the dis-
cussion has been addressed to
such secondary issues as the size
of easements and the terms un-
der which they are to be reserv-
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-The first presentation given
(Continued on Page 6)

Destruction Along
Bering Sea Coast

Courtesy of’ Anchorage
Daily News

" By HOWARD WEAVER

NOME - Disaster officials
headquartered in'Nome have be-
gun piecing together reports from
villages along the Bering Sea
coast, and the stories so far paint
a bleak picture of widespread
destruction,

Hundreds of residents in
towns and villages from Wales to
Unalakleet now face the winter
‘with fuel supplies splashed across

[~ ===~ — = — ]
See Nome storm disaster
story on Page 2.
SR ER00D
the smow, houses destroyed by
storms, and boats scattered on
the tides.

The storm apparently struck
without pattern, causing exten-
sive damage in some communi-
ties while hardly harming neigh-
boring towng. These are the lat-
est reports from Alaska Disaster
Office. headquartesr in Nome:

Tin City: Four buildings were
damaged by the storm, includ-
ing the village store. Residents
also report damage to their 10,

gallon fuel storage tank,

king it from its foundation.

lim: The village reports all
(Continued on Page 6)




