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(EDITOR'SEDITORS' NOTE'NOTE' : As thethe-

desp
the-

desperatedesperatedesp rate Attungana family fledfled-

the
fled-

thethe plague that hit the KukpukKukpuk-
River

Kukpuk-
RiverRiver fishing grounds , all threethree-
sons

three-
sonssons of Attungana and SiqvoanaSiqvoana-
died

Siqvoana-
dieddied as the umiak drifted downdown-
the

down-
thethe river . At the conclusion ofofof-
the

'

the previous installation ,, thethe-

deathly
the-

deathlydeathly ill father had made anan-

agonized
an-

agonizedagonized cry upon realizationrealization-
that

realization-
thatthat all of nishis children , exceptexcept-
the

except-
thethe youngest girl , had all died ofof-

the

of-

thethe Plague . )
"

THINGS THAT WEREWERE-

Siqvoana

WEREWERE-

SiqvoanaSiqvoana laidlaldherherher headhead, brieflybriefly-
onon the breastbr ast ofbf her sufferingufferinguffering-
husband

uffering-
husbandhusband .. She got up ahdand wentwent-
to

went-
totpto theththestemstem of the umiak . Ola-OlaOla-

qroaq
Ola-

qroaq
Ola-

qroaq
-

qroaqqroaqwaswasw s huddled there . SheShe-

had
She-

hadhad begun to whimper . The bravebrave-

little
brave-

littlelittle girl had been unnerved byby-

the
by-

thethe agonized cry of herherfather, father ..

Siqvoana took her childcJld inin-

her

in-

herher arms . The littleJittle girl quietedquieted-
down

quieted-
downdown as she felt the closeness

.

ofof-

her
of-

herher mother .

Siqvoana went to the seat atat-

the
at-

thethe stemstern and righted the direcdirec-direc-

tion
direc-

tion
¬-

tion of the umiak . She began toto-

paddle
to-

paddlepaddle not knowing exactly whywhy-

she

why-

sheshe was doing itit... Her mind driftdrift-drift-

ed
drift-

ed
¬-

ed away from the immediateimmediate-

situation
immediate-

situationsituation and wandered into thethe-

past. - past . It was pleasant and efforteffort-effort-
less

effort-
less

¬-

less .

'TheThe'
The dusk of the evening had-

begun
hadhad-

begunbegun to descenddescenduponupon the KukKuk-Kuk-

puk
Kuk-

puk
¬-

puk River .

"HowHow" that Kasik , my oldestoldest-
son

oldest-
sonson , behaved when he was tenten-

years

ten-

yearsyears ,. old ,,"" recalled SiqvoanaSlqvoana . '

"HisHis" father always said he wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe a fine hunter and now he lieslies-

dead
lies-

deaddead in our umiak -- my oldestoldest-

son

oldest-

sonson , Kasik.. Ah1All of my childrenchildren-
were

children-
werewere good .

"AndAnd" my littlelittie OlaqroaqOIaqroaq -
how strong she is for such a b'ttlebttlelittlelittle-

girl
little-

girl

'

girl.. Something - something isis-

making
is-

makingmaking her strong . I wonderwonder-

what
wonder-

whatwhat it is - I wonder - . "

SiqvoanaSlqvoana recalled two springssprings-

before
springs-

beforebefore when she and AttunganaAttungana-

had
Attungana-

badhadbad permitted Kasik to stay upup-

all
up-

allah1all night along with other boys .

They had told him to behavebehave-

and
behave-

andand Kasik had promised that hehe-

would. would . He was taught throughthrough-through-

out
through-

out

¬-

out his childhood days that whenwhen-

he
when-

hehe made pJl promise he must keep-

it
keepkeep-

itit - but Kasik had not kept his .

Siqvoana smiled faintly as thethe-

memory
the-

memorymemory coursed through herher-

lnind
her-

mindmindlnind .

I

' 1'he1heThe'The Consequences '\
'AttunganaAttungana"Attungana'"'Attungana , I saw your son ,

,

Kasik , leapingIeapihg from oneone piece ofof-

ice

11-

Iceice to anotheranothranothpranoth r off the beach veryvery-

early
'

"

early this morning ," a man hadhad-
toldtold himmm . , " .

They did not believe the man ,,

but when they had a talk withwith-
Kasik

with-
KasikKasik , they found out that itit-

was
,

was true . Kasik had denied it atat-

first
at-

firstfirst -- and he shouldn'tshouldnt'
'

have-

done
havehave-

donedone thattha becausebecau it made thingsihingsihings-
worse

things-
worseworse for himMm . Lying was .tlevertlever".

never.tleve-
rallowed

never-
allowed

:
allowed in the family '

. .
,

How angry AttunganaiAttungana , waswas-

when
was-

whenwhen he found out01,1t011t, the truth , HeHe-

made
He-

mademade sure the rest of the childchild-child-
ren

child-
ren

¬-

ren were present when he punish-punishpunish-
ed

punish-
ed

-.
ed Kasik. The punishmentpunlshm nt waswas-

severe
was-

severesevere and the rest-restrestof-. of theththechildchildchild-
ten

¬.

renrenten had cried just by watching .

Poor little Kasik couldn'tcouldnt' sitsit-

down
sit-

downdown for two days and he sleptslept-
on

slept-
onon his belly .

'

Siqvoana herself had almostawostawost-
cried

almost-

criedcried becausebecaus it was the first-
time

firstfiltfiltt-

ime '$time Attungana. ever punishedpunished-
any

punished-
anyany of the children . AttunganaAttungana-
could

Attungana-
couldcould be sternstem when he had toto-

bebe .
II-

"You"YouYou" could have drowneddrownedi}"
Attunganattungana hadhadsaidsaid angrily .

Kasik could have drowned allall-

right
all-

rightright except for one of the boysboys-
who

boys-
whowho had taken along an oogrukoogru-
kI

oogruk-
hidehideId line, . He had slipped on oneone-

of
one-

ofof the cakes of ice and down hehe-

went
he-

wentwent into the water that was asas-

deep
as-

deepdeep as ten times the height ofof-

Attungana
of-

AttunganaAttungana .

A boy had thrown the line toto-

Kasik
to-

KasikKasik and pulled him and dragdrag-drag-

ged

¬.-
ged him up on a large cake of ice .

"SomeoneSomeone" pushed me intointo-

the
into-

thethe water ," Kasik had said at-

first
atat-

firstfirst when Attungana and SiqSiq-Siq-

voana
Siq-

voana
¬-

voana noticed that his clothesc10thesc10thes-
were

clothes-
werewere wet .

It was dangerous for boys ofof-

Kasik's

of-

Kasik'sKasik'sKasiks' age to do what they did .

When theth ice melted in spring ,

small pieces floated around andand-

in

and-

inin between large ones , most ofof-

them
of-

themthem not big enough to floatfloat-

anyone
float-

anyoneanyone , even boys .

Lesson of SurvivalSurvival-
Kasik

Survival-
Kasik

Survival-
KasikKasik should have waited anan-anan-

other
an-

other
¬-

other two years . Attungana , himhim-him-

self
him-

self
¬-

self , would have shown him exex-ex-

actly
ex-

actly
¬-

actly the wayway how to do itit.. HeHe-

did
He-

diddid do it this spring under thethe-

watchful
the-

watchfulwatchful eye of his father andand-

Kasik
and-

KasikKasik had learned it well in-

deed
inin-inin-

deed
¬-

deed . It waswas one of his lessonslessons-
of

lessons-
ofof survival..

YesY s, Kasik learned his lessonlesson-
very

lesson-
veryvery well ' indeed . In a 25 or 30

,

footoot ' space of waitermiterter
'

filled withwjthwjth-
small

with-
smallsmall cakeicakes of ice , some of themthem-

no
themtMmtMm-

nono bigger than his hipsmps , he couldcould-
leap

could-
leapleap from one cake toto anotheranother-
with

another-
withwith unerring ability and asas-

I

as-

quick
I
quick as a squirrel .. ,, ' "

! When AttunganaAttunganil was teachingteaching-
Kasik

teaching-
Kasik, Kasik this difficultdifficuJt lessonlesson'SiqlessonSiqlessonSiq-lessonSiq-
voana

,,''SiqSiq', ¬.-

voana had 'beenbeen.been'. watching nerneronero-

vously
¬

vously . The fatherfath r taught hishhis-

son
s

';'sonsonson. to do this in narrownarrow spacesspacesspaces-

at

'
'-

at
a- t' at first.. *!'

"Son,1Son1"SonSon" , ' you have to know exeX-eXeX-

mtly
ex-

actly
¬-

actlymtly: where to step and you havehave-

to
have-

toto know it instantly . Otherwise ,
'

you'llyoull' slip 'andandand fallfalJ in . That'sThatsThat's-
what

That's-
what

'
what happened twotwo years ., agoago-

when
ago-

whenwhen you sneaked and did it ,,"
Attungana had instructed

'
andandlandsandl-

needled
ands-

needled
;

neeneedleddied his son . ': :

Kasik hadbad blushedblushedblusheda
,,

a littleIi ttle and-

looked
and :

"

looked sheepish . .'

It was exciting and fascinatfascinat-fascinat-
ing

fascinat-
ing

¬-

ing to watch the father and sonson-
asasass the lesson progressed . AttunAttun-Attun-
gana

Attun-
gana

¬-

gana would demonstrate from-
time

fromfrom-
timetime to timeHme and howho ' superblysuperbly-
hehe did it . KasikRasik could do it alal-alal-

most
¬.-

most as wellwen by the timedme it waswas-

over
was-

overover .. ii-

Siqvoana
l\l-

SiqvoanaSiqvoana had tingletingledtingledwithwithWithexexex-exex-

citement
¬.-

citement a bit as sheshei;, watchedwatched-
'her

watched-
'her'herher' her son step quickly on eacheach-

piece

each-

piecepiece of ice . The moment hehe-

stepped
he-

steppedstepped on a caketake , ititwouldwouldwould-
plunge

would-
plungeplunge straight down intoInt thethe-

water
the-

waterwater and then bob up toto thethe-

surface
the-

surfacesurface an instant later .

When the lessons were over ,

Attungana made sure to telltell-

Kasik
tell-

KasikKasik , "MyMy" son , don'tdont' ever forfor-for-
get

for-
get

¬-

get what you 'havehave', learned andand-

don't
and-

don'tdon'tdont' ever take unnecessaryunnecessary-

chances
unnecessary-

chanceschances ."
Attungana would never praiseppraise-

his
aiseaise-

hishis son to his face . He merelymerely-
looked

merely-
lookedlooked pleased but he wouldwould-
tell

would-
telltell hisIs wife how delighted hehe-

was

he-

waswas with the progress Kasik waswas-

making
was-

makingmaking .

"I'mIm"'' quite sure our son willwill-

be
will-

bebe a fine hunter ," he had predicpredic-predic-
ted

¬.-

ted .

GoodGood ChildrenChildren-
Siqvoana

Children-
Slqvoana

Children-
SiqvoanaSiqvoanaSlqvoana had been very proudproud-

of
proud-

ofof their son'ssons' progress , of course ,

and she was more demonstrativedemonstrative-
ofof her pleasure to him than waswas-

her
was-

herher husband . As a result , KasikKasik-
had

Kasik-
hadhad known for certain that hehe-

had
he-

hadhad done well . ,

Yes , all of thethl': childrenchildreQ werewere-

gOod
were-

goodgood, ., They squabbledsquabblep of course ,

like any others in other families ,.

They were devoted to their parpar-par-
ents

par-
ents

¬-

ents and they were loved in turn .

Attungana'sAttunganas' family was a happyhappy-
family

happy-
familyfamily:.

Back to RealityReality-
Siqvoana

Reality-
Siqvoana

Reality-
SiqvoanacompletelySiqvoana had beenbeenbeencompletecompletecomplete-¬'-

lyJy obsessed by her reveries . SheShe-

suddenly
She-

suddenlysuddenlysuddenlynoticednoticed that she waswas-

having
was-

havinghaving some difficulty in seeingseeing-

clearly
seeing-

clearlyclearly . It had become quitequite-
dark

quite-
darkdark now .

The bow of the umiak swipedswiped-
aa bank to the leftleftandand the imim-imim-

pact
¬.-

'
pact jerkedjerke d the craft , TheTbe jarjrj r
brought Siqvoana to fullfullrealityreality-
of

realityreality-
ofof the situation and alarmed her .

"OursOurs"' Ours was a happy family -
and now - ," she sobbed audibly .

SheShe'slumpedSheslumped' slumped forward , her elbowselbows-
resting

elbows-
restingresting on her tlu'ghstlughsthighst1 'ghs - her-

hands
tierherher-

handshands on her face . She wep'twept'..

"MotherMother"Mot1lerMot1ler" , when you do thatthat-

it
that-

itit makesm kes me want to cry , too ,"
Olaqroaq said in a miserablemiserable-
lit

miserable-
littlelittlelit tIe voice . ,

The remark steadied SiqvoaSiqvoa-Siqvoa-
na

¬-

na and she took hold of her littlelittle-
daughter

little-
daughterdaughter . Shehe embraced her as ifif-

nothing
if-

nothingnothing would ever part them .

It was manymarry moments beforeb fore sheshe-

let
she-

letlet the little girl down in frontfront-
of

front-
ofof her on a seat close to the stern .

She began to paddle once again .,

Brazen AnimalsAnimals-
"Mother

Animals-
"Mother

Animals-
"Mother"MotherMother" , there are five dogsdogs-

on
dogs-

onon the gravel over there aheadahead-
of

ahead-
ofof us ," Olaqroaq pointed

.
. "SeeSee"See-

them
"See-

them
"

them , mother ?"
SiqvoanaSigvoana looked hard throughthrough-

the
through-

thethe deepening dusk . The hajrhair onon-

the
on-

thethe back of her neck bristledbristled-
and

bristled-
andand a chill coursed down herher-

spine
her-

spinespine .
. Wolves !

.,

The aiimals3'limals3limalsalimals' had probablyprobably-
been

probably-
beenbeen sleeping when they heardheard-
aa npisenoisenc;>ise from the umiak . TheyThey-
were

They-
werewere restlessly slinking on thethe-

gravel
the-

gravelgravel bar - their heads lowered
- theirtheirtails.tailstails.,

tails betweenbe tween their legs .

SiqvoanaSiqvQana steered the umiakumiak-
toward

umiak-
toward

umiak-
towardtoward the far side of the riverriver-

away
river-

awayaway from the wolves . She padpad-pad-
dled

¬.-
dleddIed urgently .

As the umiak was just aboutabout-
to

about-
toto come opposite them , two ofof-

the
of-

thethe wolves rushed out into thethe-

the
the-

thethe shallow water , snarling wickwick-wick-

edly
wick-

edly
¬-

edly . Even in the darkness , SiqSiq-Siq-

voana

Siq-

voana

¬-

voana could see the cruel fangs

- ugly - menacing ! She jerkedjerked-
involuntarily

jerked-
involuntarilyinvoluntarily away from them .

"HowHow" brazen they are . TheyThey-

know
They-

knowknow we are helpless and havehave-

no
have-

nono protection . They know AttunAttun-Attun-
gana

Attun-
gana

¬-

gana is sick ! They know he isis-

sick

is-

sicksick !!" thought SiqvoanaS qvoana , bitterly .

The two wolves splashed intoInto-

the
into-

thethe water up to their chests andand-

stopped
and-

stoppedstopped . One of them looked asas-

if
as-

ifif it was about to go on to the

deep', ,
waterwatet tot swim after thethe-

umitlk
the-

umiakumiakumitlk . ,

They turned back , asasifififrelucififrelucreluc-relucreluc-

tantly
reluc-

tantly
reluc-

tantly
-

', tantly , to the gravel bar , snarling .

They shook the water off andand-

j

and-

joinedjoinedj lned thet e other three that werewere-

slinking
were-

slinkingslinking along the edge of thethe-

water
the-

waterwaterwater . They were followingfoJlowing thethe-

Ilmiak
the-

pmiakUmiakIlmiakpmiak . ' .
'

,. (To be continued )
, '


