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- - - - --AMAZING ESKIMO LADY - Although plagued by numerousnumerous-
Injuries

numerous-
injuriesinjuries throughout her latest years ,. Minnie Tucker , 114 years old ,

has been able to shake them off and keeps living a good , strongstrong-
life

strong-
lifelife . - Photo by HARVEY O . HAGGARD
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At 114 MinnieMinniMinniehivesLiveshives
I

Strong Life
By AGNES PETEPETE-

At
PETE-

At
PETE-

AtAt age 111414 , Minnie Tucker ofof-

FairbaMs
of-

FairbanksFairbanksFairbaMs has led a long
'

and veryvery-

strong
very-

strongstrong life .
!

Born in Rocky Point nearnear-

Nome
near-

NomeNome about 114 yarsyearsy?ars ago , sheshe-

has
she-

hashas come through
,many hardhard-hard-

sl
hard-

ships
¬-

shipssl ps and physicalphysicaJ injuriesinNries .

According to her daughter ,
Edna Wilder , Minnie'sMinnies' age is eses-eses-

timated
es-

timated
¬-

timated by the fact that sheshe-

was
she-

waswas about ten years older thanthan-
her

than-
herher husbandhusbandwhen-whenwhen- she married .

She was born about the timetime-
the

time-
thethe salmonsaJmon berries begin to ripenripen-
in

ripen-
inin Rocky Point , so herh<: r birthdaybirthday-
was

birthday-
waswas set at August 1122 .,

Apparently Minnie has aa-

strong
a-

strongstrong will to live withwi th her heartheart-heart-
ening

heart-
ening

¬-

ening faith in God , and that HeHe-

will
He-

willwill someday come for her .

ThoughTIlOugh she has sufferedsuffered-
many

suffered-
manymany physical injuries , she hashas-

the
has-

thethe strength to endure them .

Last winter she was in a car acac-acac-

cident
ac-

cident
¬-

cident necessitating her move toto-

Care
to-

CareageCareageCare age North . When I visitedvisited-
her

visited-
herher Monday she seemedseemedwelJseemedwellwellwelJwelJ-

enough
well-

enoughenough to want to go home .

Seeing alla1l the snow comingcoming-
down

coming-
downdown she says , "II" 1 wish it werewere-

clear
were-

clearclear so I1 could walk home . II-

have

I-

havehave no mukluks on , though . "
After her accident , she neededneeded-
constant

needed-
constantconstant care so Careage NorthNorth-
provided

North-
providedprovided a place for her .

Edna says she would like toto-

have
to-

havehave her , but if she has to gogo-

off
go-

offoff to her part-timeparttime- job at thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity in the Home EconoEcono-Econo-
mics

Econo-
mics

¬-

mics Department demonstratdemonstrat-demonstrat-
ing

demonstrat-
ing

¬-

ing how to sew fur and skins ,

Minnie would worry becausebeC3t,1SebeC3t1Se, sheshe-

was
she-

was
she-

waswas not actually in the house .

At Careage North , MinnieMinnie-
doesn't

Minnie-
doesn't

Minnie-
doesn'tdoesn'tdoesnt' worry about Edna , bebe-be¬-

cause she knows Edna is notnot-
supposed

not-
supposedsupposed total> be there .

Several years ago , Minnie'sMinniesMinnie's-
Continued

Minnie's-
Continued

Minnie's-
Continued

'
( Continued on Page 5)5)



MinnieMiitnieTucker;Tucker'Tucker' at"at"- l, 1141'414' LiveLivesLives;
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I ( ContinuedCContinuedOtlnurd from Page 1)1) ; ,

!

hiplp fracturedfrac'ture-

d

fracture-

d'

and sheshdsho. has
'

toto-

walk
to-

walkwalk around with several pfnspins inin-

it
in-

itit . SHeSl1e amazed doctors by. con:00-:0000con-:00-
tinuing

con-

tinuing
<: ¬-

tinuing to walk , whichwhi h theythey-
predicted

they-
predictedpredicted she would never

,
dodo-

again
,
dodo-

againagain .
,

Minnie also "hadhad"" ala 'redred'red skin '
disease many years ago and3nd" lostlost-

all
lost-

allall of her hair . When it grewgrew-
back

grew-
backback it was very fine andaldapd{ thinfhin .

A few years laterl1Jter , an epidemicepidemic-
ofof the disease took the lives ofof-

members
of-

membersmembers of her familyfa i1y and manymany-
people

many-
peoplepeople in her village . . ,

Having the disease earlierearlier-
probably

earlier-
probablyprobably made her immune toto-

it
to-

itit when the epidemic came . SheShe-

cared
She-

caredcared forfot her family and othersothers-
who

others-
whowho were sick . Another time , aa-

Ilu

a-

flufluIlu epidemic took the last of herher-

relatives
her-

relativesrelatives ," wrote DofothyXtothyDorothy}) FreeFree-Free-

stone
¬.-

stones'tone'
, Society Editor for FairFair-Fair-

banks
¬.-

banks Daily tews-MinertewsMinerNws-MinerNwst:' ws-MinerwsMiner- , in theirtheir-

August
their-

AugustAugust 26 , 1970 issue .

"OneOne" year early in her life ,

she was carrying a seal poke andand-

it
and-

itit was soo heavy filledfilledwithwith drieddried-

salmon
dried-

salmonsalmon and sealseasealoil} oil.. She droppeddropped-
itit as she slipped and fellfeIl and itit-

landed
it-

landedlanded on her back . Her backback-
was

back-
waswas broken , so thethi: villagers carcar-car-

ried
¬.-

ried her on a flat board to herher-

home
her-

homehome and tied her between twotwo-

flat
two-

flatflat boards like a sandwich . "
"ThereThere" she JaylayJayalllayallall winterwirter ,, andand-

in

and-

inin the spring very slowly sheshe-

began
she-

beganbegan to heal and could getget-

around
get-

aroundaround and walk a little . HerHer-

people
Her-

peoplepeople got a woman who waswas-

supposed
was-

supposedsupposed to know how to spearspear-
people

spear-
peoplepeople to rid them of old blood ,

whichwhichwaswas the practice in thosethose-
days

those-
daysdays . She speared Grandma TuckTuck-Tuck-
er

¬.-

er , and she survived this loss ofof-

blood
of-

bloodblood the same way she seemedseemed-
toto survive

,
all the tragic circumcircum-circum-

stances
circum-

stances
¬-

stances whichwich happened duringduring-
her

during-
herher lifetime ," wrote Ms ,. FreeFree-Free-

stOne
Free-

stone
¬-

stone ..

"SheShe" remembers when thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst white man came to her vilvil-vil-

lage
vil-

lage

¬-

lage . They traded with him , andand-

one
and-

oneone coffee can of flour was tradtrad-trad-
ed

trad-
ed

¬-

ed to them for one white fox .

Fifty pounds of flour would bebe-

traded
be-

tradedtraded for one talltalI pair of muk-mukmuk-
luks

muk-
luks

-.
luks and one short pairfi>air.."

"SheShe" was suffering from rheurheu-rheu-
matism

rheu-
matism

¬-

matism one year , and an EnEn-En-

glishman
En-

glishman

¬-

glishman named Arthur SamuelSamuel-
Tucker

Samuel-
TuckerTucker took her some tomatoestomatoes-
and

tomatoes-
andand some medicine . He told herher-

to
her-

toto eat the tomatoes and to taketake-
the

take-
thethe medicine , and it did seem toto-

help
to-

helphelp her get well . Two years latlat-latlat-

er

¬.-

er , they were married at GolovinGolovin-
Bay

Golovin-
BayBayBay-Bay11.- 11"

.*

The Tuckers had eight childchild-child-
ren

child-
ren

¬-

ren , but only two had survived .

There is her only daughter EdnaEdna-
here

Edna-
herehere in Fairbanks , and a son SamSam-

Tucker
Sam-

TuckerTucker lives in Nome .

"FourFour" of my children werewere-

stilI
were-

stillstillstilI born , two of them a set ofof-

twins
of-

twinstwins ," Minnie said . "ButBut" II-

count
I-

countcount them just the same .." MrsMrs-

Wilder
Mrs-

WilderWilder is their only daughter andand-

the
and-

thethe rest were sons .

Edna , proficient in skin sewsew-sew-

ing

¬.-

ing , easily finishingfmishing a pair of

'-

boo
b-

oo
'

'-

baby
b-

aby
'

babybaby bootiesies
'

in10 an Hourour and aa-

half
a-

halfhalf , says she did not learn thisthis-

skill

this-

skillskill from her iflothermother . '

"SheShe" always thought IrshouldrshouldIshouldshould-
not

should-
notnot have to learn this ; she said 1II-

should
I-

shouldshouldshouldmarrymarry 'aa'a rich manf1an! ," EdnaEdnilEdnil-

jokes
Edna-

jokesjokes .
'

Minnie was indeed a proficientproficient-
seamstress

proficient-
seamstressseamstress of furs and skins . UsUs-Us-

ually
¬.-

ually , she rnadeioadeMade parkas , mittensmittens-
and

mittens-
andand glovesglov s for heiher'' family

.
and rereore-rereo-

la

re-

latives

¬-

lativesla tives .
'

"SheShe" made presentsprescnts for us atat-

Christmas
at-

ChristmasChristmas time; - mukluks andahdahd-
mittens

ahd-
mittensmittens , etc1-etc1etcetc1Shee c -. She would surprise ,.

us by sewing when we were outout-

or
out-

orOr late at night When we went toto-

bed
to-

bedbed ," Edna says . '.

"SheShe" did lots of fiirfUrflir
,

sewing '" '

out of remqeerrem4eerrein4eer and squirrel ,,

,

making fancy squirrel ' parkasparkas-
withwith fancy trim , ruff , and beadjbead-beadbead-
work

-}

,

work ," Edna continued'continued|' ., ShowShow-Show-
ing

Show-
ing

¬-

ing me two smallmall doll parkaspark s ,

with tiny , neatnfnftn
%

att ' stitches thatthat-
appeared

that-
appearedappeared macjune-stitchedmacjunestitchedmacmachine-stitchedmachinestitchedine-stitthedinestitthed- , andand-

with
and-

withwith intricate Designsesignsdesigns , Mrs . WildWild-Wild-

er
Wild-

er

¬-

er said she vtauldwouldould savesave these .

,. Only afterafterMinnie/MinnieMinnie/, came toto-

Fairbanks
to-

FairbanksFairbanks , diddid\didididshe'\ she sell some ofof-

her
of-

herher sewing . "II" ., used to sew forfor-

people
for-

peoplepeople , for childrenct ldren withoutwithout-
homes

without-
homeshomes ," MinnMinnie

chlldren
C' said . "II" ) nevernever-

took
never-

tooktook anyanyariy pay fcrfqrfor( that.. But somesome-some-

day

some-

day

¬-
, daydaywhenwhen the Lord takes me upup-

there
up-

therethere with HiirjHirtiHin ' , then I)Iwillwill getget-

my
get-

m
get-

"She'workedmym
"She'workedSheworkedpay ."' j\j-

"She
'

"SheShe" wprkedhardworkedlhard'
, hard . She would

gatherg ther berries in the summer andand-

dry
and-

drydry fish ," Edna said . When MinMin-Min-

nie
¬.-

nie lived alone in her cabin inin-

Fai
in-

FaibanksFairbanksFaibanksFai ; banks , she also baked herher-

own
her-

ownown .breadbread., , cookedcooked.herselfmeillscookedherselfmeills. herself meals ,
choppedcho'pped' wood ,. andilnd kept herliertierlier-

house
tier-

househouse tidy .

fluent in Eskimo , and a good
EnglishgoodEnglishspeaker , Minnie hashas-

trouble
has-

troubletrouble hearing now afterafterCherJier.nernerCher.ner-

accident
Che-

raccident

.
accident last fall.. Therefore , sheshe-
is

she-
isis not as talkative as she normalnormal-normal-
ly

normal-
ly

¬-

ly would be . This is amazingamazing-
since

amazing-
sincesince some elderly EskimosEskimo§ thatthat-
II) have known , have completelycompletely-
gone

completely-
gonegonegone back to speaking EskimoEskimo-
inin their last few years .

'

"II" thinkthinkshe'sshe'sshes' been a goodgood-
mother

good-
mothermother ," Edna says . "She'sShes" ' trie4trieqtried

, to raise us light1ight ;: :. She taught usus-

to
us-

toto be honesthonestthonest'tohonestto,;"' to b6bebd kind to oldold'peopl-

e

old-

people
'-

people
p-

eople
'

people , and to helphelpotherother peoplepeople-
when

people-
whenwhen we carcruJcaii) . "

"She'sShes" ' triedtTfed to live what she'sshesshe's-
preached

she's-
preached

'

preached . HerIter mainm3nm3nsaying;"'! saying was
, 'DoDo' the right, thing-thingthingdon'tthing !-- don'tdontpon'tpont' cheat,;
rob Or ste'alstealstesteal' l.. Tell the truthtrotruth-
though

th '

though it maymay be hardhilrd ," EdnaEdna-
says

Edna-
sayssays of her mother .

Minnie'sMinnies' , husband died in '"

1941 and was buried near BluffB1ulTB1ulT-

on
Bluff-

onon a hill overlooking, their homehome-
beside

home-
besidebeside their still born twins andand-

two
. .

two Other sons . '

Outliving himnirn and her brothbroth-broth-
ers

broth-
ers

¬-

ers and sisters , Minnie'sMinnies' trust inin-

the
in-

thethe LordLordandand hardhardworkhard'work-workwork'work-' hashas-

brought
has-

broughtbrought her a
,
long way .


