Walunga Found
Guilty of First
Degree Murder

By MARGI BAUMAN
KTVE/KEFRB

FAIRBANKS A Fairbanks
Superior Court Judge has found
Allen Riley Walunga guilty of
first degree murder in the death
of Jody Rae Stambaugh and of
assault with attempt to Kill her
roommate, Debby Dimond

Judge Gerald Van Hoomissen
handed down the verdict Mon-
day and set sentencing tor Thurs-
day atternoon, on a defense
request to direet the sentence
with speed

Defense attorney Dave Back-
strum said Walunga had been
locked up for six months and
needed mental health treatment
without tarther delay

Backstrum also added hastily
that since the court aceepted
arguments that Walunga was an
anti-soctal personahity that he be
lodged m the state jail at Nome,
so his tanmuily could visit him.

Walunga, 220 of Gambell, St.
Lawrence  Island, was charged
last December with the strangu-
lation-rape of Jody Stambaugh,
while both were students at the
University ot Alaska in Fair
banks

Authorities said he Killed her,
then attempted 1o kil her room-
mate when she retumed 1o the
room carly on the morming of
Dec. 10,

Walunga testuitied that — the
voice of anevil spint had com-
manded him in the Yupik Fski-
mo tongue 1o “tahe her” and
that he fought a mental struggle
with the spirit to no avail before
taking her life.

Walunga, the grandson of a
shaman on St Lawrence Island,
said he had inhenited the powers
of a shaman and in his life had
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