DAVID HOPKINS, an American scientist working in Alaska and
Andrei Sher, Candidate of Science (Geology and Mineralogy), who
15 engaged in research on the other side of the Bering Strait, had
the opportunity to meet and discuss the problems of the Bering
coast which was the subject of the symposium held in Khabarovsk
(the Soviet Far East) in May this year
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Land Bridge Across Bering Sea?

By YEVGENT BUGAYENKO,

Novosti Press Agency, Moscow

Dr. David Hopkins, a geo-
logist with the US Department
of the Interior, was one of the
participants — at i Symposium
held in the Soviet Far Lastern
city of Khabarovsk on the sub-
ject: the Bering region and its
significance for the development
of holarctic flora and fauna in
the Cenozoie Era

The Khabarovsk symposium,
sponsored by the USSR Aca-

demy of Sciences and the Far
bastern Science  Center, at-
tracted 150 leading geologists,
paleontologists, anthropologists,
biologists, botanists and ethno-

graphers — from Moscow,
Leningrad,  Novosibirsk — and
other Soviet cities, as well as

scientists from the United States,
Canada,  Japan, the German
Democratic Republic, the
Federal Republic of Germany,
the Czechoslovak  Socialist Re-
public. and other countries.
(Continued on page 7)



Land Bridge . .

(Continued from page 1)
More than 100 papers were
read by Soviet and toreign
scientists on the history ol the
Bering regton, which o the
distant  past hinked the con-
tinents o Furasia and Amenica
and onrelated topics

Acadenncian Alexer Oklad
ntkov, Director of the Tnstitute
of - Thstorny, Plalology and
Phitosophy ot the Sibenian
branch ot the USSR Academy
of - Sciences, recalled meetings
with a tamous Amencan anthro-
pologist, Ales Hdlicka, a zealous
supporter of the theory ot the
Bermg Land bridge, along which
the ancestors of American tiibes
made ther way from Asia 1o
America,

Hdihicka came to Sibernia m
1912 1oy to tind ancestors of
the Indians  m o neohithie
settlement mo the Baikal arca

In 1939, at the age of 83,
he paid another visit to - the
Soviet Unnon and explored the
excavations of o paleolithie
settlement near the village ol
Buret  on the Angara River,
where a dwelling of mammoth
hunters and specimens of then
art were unearthed.

A bunal-mound trom the
carly Bronze Age was alvo
tound there.  Accordmy to this
American scientist, the un-
carthed skulls greatly resembled
those ot Shoshonr Indians whneh
he had discovered earher. Later.
during the Second World Wi,
Hdihicka returned  time and
nme agin s wtten works
to his impressions of Siberia

Ay o prominent scientist, he
did every thing e could to build
up and consolidate cooperation
and fnendship - between the
American and Soviet peoples

Scientists at the Khavarovsk
sympostunm .lglt‘cd that the an-
cient nhabants of Amenca
had o distinctive ~ulture. Stone
swords, made by tine chipping
techniques,  were widespread
on the Japanese slands,
Mongola, —and in the Baikal
arca. Many ancient tnbes of
North and Central - Asia thus
contributed to the  tormation
of ancient Amencan caltures,
and a defimte road ran from the

“Northeast  across  the Bering
bridge

“The prospects tor the study
of the Bering region are great
and attractive, but the  jomnt
ctforts of scienhists from varnous
countries and continents are
necessary The  Khabarovsk
symposium was fresh proot of
their cooperation



