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Beaches
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Last June at least 160 deaddeadwalruswalrus washedwashedashoreashore inin-
thethe Cape Thompson area and 80 to 100100werewere countedcounted-
near

counted-
nearnear Shismaref . The firstfust assumptionassulpption would be that thethe-
animals

the-
animalsanimals had been butchered for theirtheirvaluablevaluable ivory butbut-
RepReoRep . Frank Ferguson ((D-KotzebueDKotzebue-- )) saw the animals and

reportedJ'eportedJeported' many still had theirtheir-
tusks

their-
tuskstusks .

Complaints have come inin-
from

in-
fromfrom coastal villagers that non-nonnon-
Natives

non-
Natives

-.
Natives from Nome and Kotze-KotzeKotze-
bue

Kotze-
bue

-.
bue area.area. flew in to scavenge thethe-
corpses

the-
corpsescorpses , taking the ivory andand-
oosiks

and-
ooslktoosbcsoosiksooslkt and leaving the localslocals-
with

locals-
withwith nothing but a black markmark-
for

mark-
forfor "headhead" hunting ."

John BurnsBums , Alaska DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment of Fish 'andand' Game , waswas-
sent

was-
sentsent three walrus carcass forfor-
autopsy

forfor-
autopsyautopsy but found nothing un00-0000-
usual

un-unun-
usual

¬-

usual . NotingNotiIg they' were head *.
less , his first assumption waswas-
that

was-
thatthat the animals were shot and ,
to idatedateI, , there'stheres' been little.., evievi-evievi-
dence

-.
1r'Y-9Y9Y9-

Burns
**t-
eyi-t-eyit-eyidencel*.;-l-

Bums
dence to prove himhimwrongwrong .

BurnsBums said his animals camecame-
from

came-
fromfrom the south side of the Se-SeSe-
ward

SeSe-
ward

-.
ward Peninsula and had washedwashed-
inin about June 15 with a veryvery-
strong

very-
strongstrong southwest wind . Such anan-
occurence

an-
occurenceoccurence is not unusual , hehe-
added

he-
addedadded .

"EvenEven" if there is not headhead-
hunting

head-
huntinghuntinghighlossgoing on , there is a high
loss hunting the animalsanintals ;, aboutabout-
one

about-
oneone .lostlost.

.lost for each one takentaken-
because

taken-
becausebecause ififaa hunterh nter isn'tisnt' carecare-care-
ful

care-
ful

¬-
fulthroughthe, thethecarcassthe-carcassthecarcass-carcasscarcass-. can slip throughthrough-
thethe ice ." ,

Dr . F . H . Fay , researcher of

animal born diseases at the ArcArc-ArcArc-
tic

¬.-
tic Research Lab and a walruswalrus-
watcher

walrus-
watcherwatcher of 20 years , agreed .

While 260 walrus is quite aa-
large

a-
largelarge number ofofanimalsanimals to washwash-
in

wash-
inin , it is not unheard of, he said .

"ItIt"nn" differs from year to year ,

depending on the weather andand-
the

and-
thethe ice . This was appaentlyapparently aa-
pretty

a-
prettypretty good year for walruswalnIS hunhun-hun-

ts
¬.-

ting
HetsHe

.
ts"

He , recalled that some timetime-
in

time-
inin the 1950s19505 a great mass ofof-
walrus

of-
walruswalruswalruswashedwashed up , heads intact ,

on St .;; Lawrence Island and thatthat-
their

that-
theirtheir deaths were never satissatis-satis-
factorily

satis-
factorily

.-,¬-

factorily explained .

"AA" great many rumorsnImors andand-
theories

and-
theoriestheories ran rampant . SomeSome-
thought

Some-
thoughtthought the animals had beenbeen-
crushed

been-
crushedcrushed somehow . And it waswas-
at

was-
atat a time when there werewere-
strained

were-
strainedstrained relations between U.SUS. .

and the 1.tT.S.SRtTS.SRtTSSRU.S.S.RUSS.RUSSR' .s.S.RsS.RsSR.. . ,. ,. There waswas-
some

was-
somesome talk of Russian AtomicAtomic-
testing

Atomic-
testingtesting .""

possibilitythatFayFa saidtaid"theretaidthereaaid'thereaaidthere#
"' there is a possibilitypossibility-

thatthat some walrus which wash up
hereupherecould have been shot bybySiberianSiberian !:; Eskimos .

"II" don'tdont' suppose they'retheyre' anyany-
more

any-
moremore efficient at getting themtthem-
than

mm-
thanthan wewe\weweare*\', are . The loss is about
505.050%% .
50"Thererwas--

"Thererwas
"-

Thererwas
T-

hererwas
-."., There

'
j-j1jwas- was a time when RusRus-Rus-

sians
Rus-

sians
-¬-

sians hunted them commercially
butcommerciallybutthat'ithatithat'sthatsthat'sstoppedthat'stoppedthatstopped'' stopped now ."

As for thete possibility ofof-
tUlIlaturaJ

of-
unnaturalunnaturaltUlIlaturaJ death , other thanthan-
t'lead

than-
"lead'leadleadt'leadtlead"lead'"' poisoning ':, , "ThereTherewfhere" isn'tisntisn't-
much

Isn't-
much

'
muchmuchof'anythingofof'anythingofanything'anythinganything' that bothersbothers-
walrus

bothers-
walruswalrus .. They have few predatorspredators-
other

predators-
otherother than man and the PolarPolar-
Bear

Polar-
BearBear . TheyThey-haveTheyhave'havehave'- somesomsome diseasesdiseases-
that

diseases-
thatthat we don'tdont' know much aboutabout-
'yet

about-
yetyet'yet' but these

,
don'tdont' usually killkill-

Continued
kill-
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them .
' .

"ProbablyProbably"" one per cent havehave-
trichinosis

have-
trichinosistrichinosis . There was one epiepi-epi-
demic

epi-
demic

¬-

demic in Greenland years agoago-
but

ago-
butbut as far as I knpvyknowknow we'vewevewe've-
never

we've-
never

'
never had any in Alaska'AlaSk'aAlaSka . AnyAny-Any-
way

¬.-
way , trichinosis doesn'tdoesnt' seem toto-
bother

to-
botherbotherpeoplewhothe walrus . Just peoplepeople-
whowho eat them .,.

"AndAnd"And the few samples we'vewevewe've-
bken

we've-
taken

'
takenbken are not high in mercury .

Only fur seals and sea lions areare-
high

are-
highhigh in mercury .."" ,

This11 s would leave the mainmain-
cause

main-
causecause of death , hunting fatafata-fata-
lities

¬.-
lities and the head hunter theorytheor-
ypr

theory-
presistsprpresistssists . John BurnsBums notes thatthat-
in

that-
inin years past , Gambel and Sa-SaSa-
voonga

Sa-
voonga

-.
voonga hunters have always hadhad-
aa self-imposedselfimposed- limit of four wal ¬.
rus to a skin boat. There areare-
reportsreportsports this year that the limit1imit1imit-
is

limit-
isbeingisisbeingbeing ignored .

Witnesses in Nome say a boatboa"t-boa"tboat-boa"t-
Wad

boat-
kQad

"¬-
loadWadkQad of ivory hunters slaughtered'slaughtered'slaughtered-
a

slaughtered-
a

'

a-a-anumber- number of animals ' and took ',

only their heads no more than

Japaneseboat60 yards fromfroIp where 9a. Japanese
boat was anchoredanc1ioredanhored ,.

If thislis# is true , BurnsBums warns ,
we: may soon have reprecussionsreprecussion-
sIt

reprecussionsa-
t4atItat4.,

the treaty conference table .

enturytheAt the turn of the centuryenturycentury-
thethe walrus was almost extinct .
Whalebeganslaughteringhunters about 1868 beganbegan-
slaughteringslaughtering the animals for theirtheir-
ivoryhroryYoryivory when their regular preyprey-
got

prey-
gotgot scarce .

A ban on commercial.commercial. huntinghunting-
proved

hunting-
provedproved successful , perhaps bebe-bebe-
cause

¬.-
cause by the time it came intoinJinto-
effect

,
effect there were too few aniani-aniani-
mals

¬.-
mals left to makeri1ake: commercialcommercial-
hunting

commercial-
huntinghunting profitable .

Since the early '60s60s,, thethe-
population

the-
populationpopulation has been increasingincreasing-
atat a rate of two to three perper-
cent

per-
centcent a year and current herdsherds-
lbok

herds-
looktooklboklook pretty healthy .

To encourage ivoryivoIY carvingCar\'QlgCar'QlgQlg\' ,- the state requires a permit toto-
buy

to-
buybuy and sellsellrawraw ivory . It goes
forrorfargoesrorgoesfar$230230$2.502.50250$ . to $4.004.00400$ . per poundpound-
and

pound-
andand cannot be sold retail . A setset-
or

set-
ofofor tusks uncarved can bring anan-
estimated

an-
estimatedestimated $300300$ in the blackblack-
market

black-
marketmarket but dealers say theythey-
are

they-
areare closely watched and there isis-
little

is-
littlelittle traffic ..

"AA" lot of it goes , a piecepiece.atpieceatat. aa-
time

a-
timetime , to individuals . . .CoastCoast..Coas-
tGuard

Coast-
GuardGuard , Fish and Game boys ,;, thethe-
crew

the-
crewcrew of the North Star ," oneone-
trader

one-
traderbigtraffictrader said . "ButBut" there'stheres' no big
traffic . You simplysimplycan'tcan'tcant' get

"awayaway'aWay""'away with it ."
One of the major reasonsfeasons forfor-

increased
for-

increasedincreased head hunting , as mostmost-
authorities

most-
authoritiesauthorities see it , is that thethe-
Natives

the-
NativesNativesutilizingtheare no longer utilizing
the meat .. Hungry dog teamsteams-
have

teams-
havehave been replaced by snowsnow-¬.-

mobiles and foodstampsfoodstainps fill thth-
larderlarder .

About three years ago a propro-pro-
posal

pro-
posal

-¬-
posal ,. to use walrus meat forfor-
commercial

for-
commercialcommercial ,. dog food was con-
sideredsidered by RurAL CAP but ii-
wasn'twasn'twasnt' followed , ,:up . It'sIts'
bably just as well . Walrus hideshides-
will

hides-
willwill fetch $7878$ each but , a buye-
ipinjpip, Nome complains the Native-
justjust aren'tarent' interested in
them .

"TheyThey" can take them if thethe-
wantwant tiietilethe meat ," a trader ex-exex-
plained

ex, ¬'-
plained . "ButBut" lady , did you everever-
heft

eveeve-
heftheft a walrus ? By the timetime-
you've

time-
you'veyou'veyouve' pumped it fullfullofof air toto-
keep

to-
keepkeep it afloat or skinned it , thethe-
rest

thth-
rest

e
rest of the herd are miles awayaway-
and

away-
andand there'stheres' no more hunting ..""

So it'sits' simpler to take thethe-
heads

thth-
heads

e
heads and oosiksoow , which are thethe-
ticket

thth-
ticket

e
ticket to the cash economy .
And people who know the areaarea-
predict

areare-
predict

a
predict we'llwell' see moremor , ofoJ thist1s .

"TheThe"" problem has Seenbeen withwith-
us

wiwi-
us

th
us for 20 years ," Dr . Fay obob-
serves

¬.
serves . "It'sIts"" ' not the walruswalrus-
hunters

walrus-
huntershunters problem .:"'

Some observers believe thethe-
hunting

thth-
hunting

e
hunting regulationsregu1atio should beb-ereeX

bb-
reexamined

e
reexaminedreeXmined . OthersOters say we don'
know enough about the animalsanimals-
and

animals-
andand worry for{or fear we'llwellwe'UweU' be besetbeset-
by

beset-
byby protesting herdshords of SienaSierraSierra-
Club

Sierra-
ClubClub members before we.wewe-
research

. cancan-
researchresearch..,
4. According to Dr ,. Fay , walruswalruwwalru-
live

1rus1rus-
live

s
live about 40 years and(

and produceproduce-
one

produprodu-
one

ce
one offspring everyeve& couple ofof-
years

of-
yearsyears . They drift by our coastscoasts-
with

coasts-
withwith the ice every spring and fallfaIl ;
summer in the Chukchi Sea andand-
winter

and-
winterwinter in the Bering .

Dr . Fay is currently doing aa-
report

a-
reportreport on their dining habits forfo-
rth

for-
thisthisths week'sweeksweek's'ScienceweeksScience' 'ScienceScience' ConferenceConference-
atat the University of

,
Alaska .

"EveryoneEveryone" believes walrus useuse-
their

use-
theirtheir tusks to dig clams but nono-
one

no-
oneone has ever seen them eat underunder-
natural

under-
naturalnatural conditions ," he said .

"TheyThey'They"''" just assume they useuse-
their

use-
theirtheir tusks t'oto'' dig clams becausebecause-
itthey'dbeit looks like that'sthats' what they'dtheyd'
be good for . I don'tdontd n'tnt' think it'sitsit's-
true

it's-
true

'
true . I think they drag themthem-
behind

them-
behindbehind them and scoop clamsclams-
with

clams-
withwith their mouths . But nobody'snobodysnobody'-
sgoi

nobody's-
going

'
goinggoig to believe meineme ..""

Whichhich , better than anythinganything-
elseelsejelse ;,

'

points up the problem . NoNo-No-
body

No-
body

-¬-

body really ,;, knows that muchmuch-
about

much-
aboutabout thetlre beasts . This

'-
year't

y-

eart'-year'tfatalities'-yearsfatalities'-years
y-

ears'
year'tyeart'

fatalities that kept ' their heads ,
could have keeledkeefed , over fromfrom-
sheer

from-
sheersheer melancholia forJor all wewe-
know

we-
know ., _

As Dr . Fay puts it , "It'sIts"It's-
not

" '
easy to be a walrus watcherwatcher-

unless you own your own iceice-
breaker .:"'


