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ForFor whatever the reason the SubcommitteeS\1bcommitteeS1bcommittee\ finallyfmally decideddecided-
toto report a bill , I think it is laudable in itself . That does notnot-
mean

not-
meanmean the productproduet should notn t be criticized and'and' its weak pointspoints-
discussed

points-
discusseddiscussed even under the mostmost unreasonable circumstances thethe-
recipients

the-
recipientsrecipients of this bill are placed under .

I believebelive!: in a democracy where there is a real freedom ofof-
speech

of-
speechspeech , freedom to express my views, freedom to consult withwith-
the

with-
thethe powers that be, freedom to gain as wellwellasas lose , freedom to dodo-
right

do-
rightright as well as to makeake mistakes . Without these principles ,
there is no freedom under God , so well stated in the pledge ofof-
allegience

of-
allegienceallegianceallegience to our flag and the America for whichwhicb it stands . We havehave-
aa tendency to forget these principles at times , and having to bebe-
reminded

be-
remindedreminded usually sets the hard andandwaiveringwaivering path on a routeroute-
so

route-
soso different , easy and basically sound and always.always. leads to aa-
happy

a-
happyhappy conclusion .

Unless , to a great degree the Congress gets back on thethe-
track

the-
tracktrack , so to speak , and starts working for a settlement thatthat-
is

that-
isis'" just , instead of dealing with the rights of the Alaskan native ,
the result of many years of effort will only perpetuate our propro-pro-
blems

pro-
blems

-¬

blems and the Congress will be faced with it for years .
For instance , why does thisthiswholewhole problemprobl m of solving thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Native Land Claims have to bebgb
.

based on prior claimsc1aimsc1aim-
ssettled

claims-
settledsettled in the courts , in one instance , the interpretation of whichwhich-
isis ; the Congress has the supreme power to do what they want..

We know this to be a fact and we also know that it can make aa-
settlement

a-
settlementsettlement withwithoror without compensation if it so choosesChQOses .

Why are wewe left out by a mere rule of the House Committee , rulesrules-
are

rules-
areare made every day , when times comes to marking up the billbill-
behind

bill-
behindbehind closeddosed doors and have to fight later ? Could we not ,
by the wisdom of the Congress , sit down and arguergue this mattermatter-
and

matter-
andand agree on the overall provisions to simplify the process throughthrough-
what

through-
whatwhat is called consultations and negotiations instead of concon-con-
frontations

¬.-
frontations ? ThisThiswholewhole process has hadad, the tone of the CongressConCongress-
through

essess-
throughthrough its committees wielding a sledge hammerhamme, bvertverOver) our headsheads-
and

heads-
andand threatening to strike us down unless we agree to somethingsomething-
less

something-
lessless than equitable and just according to our interpretations .

'WeWe' We alsoals forget sometimes that the members off the CongressCongress-
and

Congress-
andand any legislativelegisIative members are public servants forfor which enormousenormous-
efforts

enormous-
effortsefforts are made on their part to continue inis office , and perpeperpe-perpe-
tuate

perpe-
tuate

¬-

tuate the authority implied thereby . I can agree that somesome-
things

some-
thingsthings artificial and temporarytemporary.intemporaryinin. nature which nevertheless requirerequire-
legislation

require-
legislationlegislation can be dealt with .

The importance of this legislation and any other involving thethe-
basic

the-
basic'rightsbasicbasic'rightsbasicrights'- rights of people canca1can1onlycanonlyonly be handledhandIed based on that principleprinciple-

"Let"LetLet'" Let me
,
remind the reader of one historic issue that the CongressCongress-

JeaIt
Congress-

dealtdealtJeaIt withwithandand is still dealing with today, and that is the civilcivil-

rights
civil-

rightsrights legislationlegisIation . My personal analysis'analysis' of that issue , to say it inin-
one

in-
oneone sentence , is: "ThatThat" the Congress , inn fact , refused to correctcorrect-
the

correct-
thethe situation while recognizing open discrimination exercised inin-
their

in-
theirtheir midst for many years .""

Today this problem exists , and can onlyon1y be blamed on a minorminor-minor-
ity

minor-
ity

¬-

ity control caused by a rule of the Congress introduced manymany-
years

many-
yearsyears ago and whose attempted change continues to be blockedblocked-

"by
blocked-

'by'byby"by'" a minority . This isi$ ' minority rule . I will refrain frontfrollTfronr comcom-com-
menting

com-
menting

¬-

menting on House Committee Point Two for one reason , that.,. aa-
fuial

a-
fuialfinalfuial bUlbill is still , in the 'makingmaking.making'. , hopefully , and givengiven'thegiventhe'

the opporoppor-oppor-
tunity

¬.-
tunitytUnittunitywewe wfll.mmwill,. have

, additionaladditidnal input so extremely importantimpo t andand-
without

and-
withoutwithout which a good bill will nevernneverver emergee}erge . i.rirj;jr.,. \rr\ r\

"
-'

Needless
"

to say , the Alaskan
'

Native leadershipleadershig ., is happy , asas-
might

as-
mightmight ', be

.
otherso ers , that aa ' bill ', has finallyfmally cleared the HouseJIouse ' SubSub-Sub-

committee
Sub-

committee
-¬-

'
committee . It is onlyonlybeginning,

beginning and the Native leadership wantswants-
input

wants-
inputinput all thetletleway} way , through itsi passage. We havehaves'-a

a' a right to demanddemand-
this

demand-
thisthis little bitit of ourCongressmanour.Congressmanour .Congressman and Senators.. 44-

DenialDenial of this request to havehavo,> input will only mean , thatthat-
their

that-
theirtheir still remains a 'desiredesire', on thethe-thepart'- part of Congress }; in this ' dayday-
and

day-
andand age , to perpetuate ; the manner in which it hahad? treatedtreated'thetreatedthetreated'the-
American

the'the'the-
American

'

American Indian-IndianIndianAll. -, All ofofwmchofwhichwhichwmch concludes that after the miserable-miserablemiserable-
and

miserable-
and

-.-

and unjust treatment handedhaded the American Indian , this issue is the,

last anaand'onlyandonlyand ' only opportunity to , partially at least-leastleastrectifyJeastrectify)east ,;- rectify the inequiinequinequi-inequi-
ties

¬.-
,.

ties , injusticesinjustices'iinjusticesiinjustices'iand,',!
and downrightownright discrimination unleashed , by._ thethe-

Congress
the-

CongressCongress '" on the AmericanAmeric n Indian which will enable them to say ;

"ByBy"" God , we finallyfmally, did ititwe," *,we did something agreeable not only toto-
th

to-
thethethIth

I, ,
Congress ;, but something worth "'"'mentioningmentioning"mentioning'" as a

, deed wellwell-
done

well-
donedone by the Natives of America.America. ."

This would be justicejustice'injusticein'inin' in its true sense of thethe'wordthewordthe'wordtheword'wordword'
'

"
. It is$ obob-obob-

tainable
¬.-

tainabletainab e , together we can do it .
*'

- - :>


