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Houston

James-
HoustonJfoustonHouston should-shouldshouldgo-', go down as anan-
Arctic

an-
ArcticArcticArctic classicdassic . RarelyRar 1Y.is1YisJs,

.is such-
beautybeauty and depth of writingwriting-
coupled

writing-
coupledcoupled with such an excitingexciting-
adventure

exciting-
adventureadventure .

It'sIts' theJle} tale of three whalers ,

oneone black and two white , whowho-
are

who-
areare marooned at an EskimoEskimo-
camp

Eskimo-
campcamp north of Hudson Bay .

It'sIts' a true story , Houston leftstellstells-
us

tells-
usus , but he'shes' '-changedc-hanged'-changedc-hanged' changed all thethe-
names

the-
namesnames because even now-74now74now74-
years

now74-
years

-
years after it happened-itshappeneditshappened-it'sit's- *' aa-
hard

a-
hardhard story to face for thosethose-
who

those-
whowho lived it and for their sucsuesuc-suc-
ceeding

¬.-

ceeding generations .

AvingaA vinga, last
'
survivor of thethe-

camp
the-

campcamp , narrates from a purely
,.

Eskimo point of view whichwhich-
Houston

which-
HoustonHouston handles withwithcredibicredibicredibi-credibi-
lity

¬.-
lity .

Communicationsommunications without a?a-
common

a-
commoncommon language are establisheestabestablishe-
TheThe whalers , different thoughthough-
they

though-
theythey are , become accepted

,
. TheyThey-

fitalthough
They-

fitalthoughilt-althoughiltalthoughfit-althoughfit- a bit awkwardly-awkwardlyawkwardly-
into

awkwardly-
into

awkwardly-
into

-
into the pattern of villagevillage'lifevillagelife'lifelife' life ,
migrating with the seasonsseasons , weawea-wea-
thering

¬"-

thering famine and enjoyingenjo'ingenjoingenjoFg' thethe-
feasts

the-
feasts TT-

As
feasts .

AsAsAvinga-AvingaAvinga- follows them , triestries-
to

tries-
toto explain them , he gives somesome-
marvelous

some-
marvelousmarvelous view of the , ArcticArctic-
existence

Arctic-
existenceexistence .

"ThenThen""" we hear the firstfust chalchal-chal-
lenge

¬.-

lenge , a deep-throateddeepthroated-- , gruntinguntingguntingr-
oar

grunting-
roarroar . Four times it rumbled upup-
to

up-
toto us from the belly of ka hugehuge-
bull

huge-
bullbull walrus weighing twentytwentytwenty-
times

Twenty-
timestimes more than one of the menmen-
who

men-
whowho huntedhunt d him . This big bullbull-
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Co

bull-
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Eskimos&kinos&kinkin& os . . e.
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proclaimed himself the leader ,
diethe fighterfi8hter , the strongest on thethe-
rock

the-

"He
rock .

'
.

"HeHe" could smell us now and

'-sees-ee,'seesee us.. HeHe roaredroroaredred again , amanan-
shoulderingshouldering the younger malemaJemale-
andand ,, females aside,, heIhe'vlolentlhevlolentlhe'vlolentl-
heated

he I' violentviolentl!
heavedheatedhea ed his greatratr at bulkbIk off th

l rockpowerfulthrustswith a series of powerfulpowerful-
II thrusts on his short wide-webbedwidewebbedwide-wwidew- bbed
, flippers .,

'

"OutOut"" "Outof"'OutOut' of the ,. water he waswas-
battlescarred

was-
battlescarredbattle-scarredbattlescarred-- and-andandclumsy-, clumsy , butbut-
when

but-
whenwhen heh slipped his'his', hugeuge brownbrown-
b

brown-
bulkbulkbIk into the sea , he seemed asas-
sIeek

as-
sleeksleeksIeek and gracefulgraceful-asgracefulas'- as a salmonsalntonsalnton-
dis3ppearing

salmon-
disappearingdisappearingdis3ppearing smoothly

,
.BeneathBeneath&eneatheneath.,&eneath-

the
Beneath-

the
&

the surface . AllAU ofof.usofus...usus.. eased.eased>. .eased-

our
eased-

ourour harpoons from their ivorylvoryrlvoryr-
tests

;
reststests and waited ...

"SomeSome" sayy that the men rulerule-
the

rule-
thethe women in this land , but I amamainam-
not

ain-
notnotnotnotoneone whowhwhowouldwould say that 'isis'is-
so

' is
so , for I have heard the womenwomen-
softly

women-
softly

'-

whispering
w-

hispering
'

softly whispering: to their hushus-hus-
bands

¬.-
bands in the bed'bed' at night , yes ,
even about hunting plans . In thethe-
morningmorning the hunters all tootoo-
often

too-
oftenoften follow the women'swomens' advice ,
although no . man wouldwo ld admitadmit-
thisthis .. .

"SomeSome" say that we killkillourourour-
old

our-
oldold people . That is not true .

Our old people have the strengthstrength-
and

strength-
andand pride to kill themselves ifif-
they

if-
theythey believe that their liveslives-
should

lives-
shouldshould come to an end .

"SometimesSometimes" they may comcom-com-
mand

¬.-
mand us to help with. theirtheir-
death

their-
deathdeath , and so powerful is the
word ofofa-aa--- parent that his .shiIshiI.hil-hilhil-
dreq

hil-
drer

-.
dreqdredrerbeyhismay be forced to obeybibeybey
his wishes . That is our way , anan-
ancient

an-
ancientancient custom that we do notnot-
think

not-
thinkthink is wrong ."

disrupttheThe'RteRte' whalers were to disrupt
the ancient customs in manymany-
waysways . The simplest was theirtheir-
introduction

their-
introductionintroduction of football .

playershow"TheyThey"" showed the players
how 'toto'to kick the ball violentlyviolently-
andandthroughtheirfighttight their way through
their neighbors to reach theirtheir-
goal

their-
goalgoal . It was rough and unpleaunplea-un plea ¬.-

santandwhen;antt , puzzling to watch , andand-
whenwhen my people understoodundentoodundentood-
this

understood-
thisthis new game , they werewere-
shocked

were-
shockedshocked , fprnufor it was not a gamegame-
of

game-
ofof pleasure .

"ButBut" still they continued ,

,

for everyone wished to be politepolite-
toto the strangers . In our mindsminds-
itit would have been ruderode Of us toto-
offend

to-
offendoffend them .,"

But ', the whalers also introintro-intro-
duced

intro-
duced

-¬-

duced gambling and alcoholalcohol-
which

alcoho-
lwhichservedwhichwhichserved.servedserved., to undermine thethe-
power

the-
powerpower of the village leader . WithWith-¬-

out him theytherthercoulltheycouldcouldcoull! not .survivesurvivesurvive-
and

.,survive-
andand neither could the village .

The author is a CanadianCanadian-
who

Canadian-
whowhowhoafterafter World War II lived inin-
Baffm

in-
BaffinBaffinBaffm Island with the EskimosEskimos-
for

Eskimos-
forfor 12 years . He traveled thethe-
trails

the-
trailstrails of the villagers and thethe-
whalers

the-
whalerswhalers with his own team andand-
wrote

and-
wrotewrote the story from storiesstories-
the

stories-
thethe Eskimos told him .
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