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Washington CorrepondentCorrepondent-

WASHINGTON

Correpondent-

WASHINGTONWASHINGTON , D.c-shouidD.cshouidD.cDcshouidD.C-ShouldD.CShouldShould.-D.cshouid-
Arctic

D.C-ShoD.CShoD.CDCShoD.CShould-
Arctic

. .- ldld-
ArcticArctic Slope Eskimo villagesvillages-
vote

villages-
votevote to organize as a corporationcorporation-
under

corporation-
underunder the .,, Indian ReorganizationReorganization-
Att

Reorganization-
ActActAtt on August 26; they wouldwould-
acquire

would-
acquireacquire no significant disadvandisadvan-disadvan-
tage

disadvan-
tages

¬-

tagestage upon achieving that statusstatus-
acfording

status-
acfordingaccordingacfording toto. Interior ' DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

¬-.
ment attorney Bob Bruce .

PermissionPennfssion for the EskimoEskimo-
villages

Eskimo-
villagesvillages of PointPo t Hope , BarrowBarrow-
KaJetovik

Barrow-
Kaktovt'kKaktovikKaJetovikKaktovt'kKaktovtk' , Wainwright , Point LayLay-
and

Lay-
andand Anaktuvuk Pass, to ,hpldholdhold-
electionselections August 26 on whetherwtletherwtlether-
or

whether-
or

whether
or not to ., become '

., an I.R.AIR.AIRA. .. .
corporationorporaUonbythehas been granted by
the Interiornterior{ Department . .

BruceBruc' , who is assigned to thethe-
Bureau

the-
BureauBureau of IndianIndian'MfairsIndianMfairs'"

Affairs andaDd hashas-
drafted

has-
drafteddrafted most of the legislationlegislatio-
npropos

legislation-
proposedproposedproposd byby'thebythe

' the AdministrationAdministration-
toto settle the'the'' 'AlaskaAlaska'' Native landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaimsTunesthat, told the Tundra TimesTunesTunes-
that

Tunes
that I.R.AIR.AIRA.. ... corporate statusstatus is aa-
means

a-
meansmeans of

,
extending federal'federal'federalreofederalre' rereore-rereo-

cognition
re-

cognition
¬-

cognition toto tribaltn'baltnbal' groups . '

Not all Arctic Slope villages

were allowed to proceed inin-
seeking

in-
seekingseeking corporate status , he said ,
becauseSlopevillagesnot all Arctic ,.

,

SlopeSlope-
villagesvillages arearare recognized as belongbelong-¬-belonginging to the same tribaltn'baltnbal' group .

DueDuetoto-to- that limitation , thethe-
proposed

the-
proposedproposed corporation would not

qualify'asqualifyasqualify 'asas' a regional corporationcorporation-
under

corporation-
underunder any proposed land claimsclaims-
legislation

claims-
legislationlegislation ,.

Bruce stated that there areare-
advantages

are-
advantagesadvantages , and thathat he knewktteVi ofof-
no

of-
nono disadvantagesdisadvantag s to the specialSfecialtjeciatspecial-

Continued

tjeciat-
Continued( Continuedontlnued on page 6)6)
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,

. . .
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I.R.AIR.AIRA. status. . . .

A governing tribal agency andand-
aa governing document would rereore-rereo-
suIt

re-
sult

¬-

sultsuIt if the villages voted toto-
accept

to-
acceptaccept the proposed constitutionconstitution-

Control
constitution-

Control
constitution-

ControlControl of tribal affairs andand-
funds

and-
fundspendinglandfunds received under pending
land claims legislation could bebe-
achieved

be-
achievedachieved by the incorporatingincorporating-
villagesvillagesincorporatingvillages
corporationitself. The tribal corporation
itself could become eligible toto-
receive

to-
receivereceive revenues and benefitsbenefits-
which

benefits-
whichwhich might otherwise go toto-
individualindividual villages.

Grants and loans currentlycunentlycunently-
available

currently-
availableavailable to Arctic Slope villagesvillages-
would

villages-
wouldwould riotpottrot be increased bybi' thethe-
creation

the-
creationcreation of the proposedproposed-proposedorg-

orgaruT1orgorgani-organiorgani-
zation

-

zationzatian , Bruce noted.
In general , he added , a meamea-mea-

sure
¬.-

sure of flexibilityflex11>ility would be afforaffor-affor-
ded

affor-
ded

¬-

ded the members of ihelheThe EskimoEskimo-
tn'baJ

Eskimo-
tribaltribaltn'baJtnbaJ' group if they decided toto-
become

to-
becomebecome an I.R.AIR.AIRA. .. . corporation .

attorneywithOne Washington attorneyattorney-
withwith considerable experience inin-
Indian

in-
IndianIndian affairsaffaiis expressed fear that ,.
considering existing incorporaincorpora-incorpora-
ted

incorpora-
ted

¬-

ted municipalities and villages

and corporations formed subsub-subsub-
sequent

sub-
sequent

¬-

sequent to a land claims settlesettle-settle-
ment

¬-.
ment'', Alaska Natives would bebe-
forced

be-
forcedforced into the position ofof-
dealing

of-
dealingdealing with too many organizaorganiza-organiza-
tional

organiza-
tional

¬-
tional structures .

DuplicityuplicityJ;> of corporate funcfunc-func-
tion

¬.-
tion ,; no increase in taxationtaxatioQ oror-
loan

or-
loanloan benefits , increased diverdiver-diver-
sion

diver-
sion

¬-

sion of energies , an increase inin-
the

in-
thethe number of administratorsadministrators-
required

administrators-
requiredrequired and inflated payrollpayroll-
responsibilities

payroll-
responsibilitiesresponsibilities , and a duplicityduplicttyduplictty-
of

duplicity-
ofofofregionalregional organizations werewere-
among

were-
amongamong the list of disadvantagesdisadvantages-
which

disadvantages-
whichwhich he enumeratedenumerate-

dAnother
.

_-AnotherAnother-Another attorney , Guy MarMar-Mar-
tin

¬-.
tintinoftin of Congressman Begich'sBegichsBegich4sBegich's ofof-of-
fice

¬.-
fice , researched the provisionsprovisions-
ofReorganizationActof the Indian ReorganizationReorganization-
ActAct . He envisioned no seriousserious-
drawbacks

serious-
drawbacksdrawbacks to the proposed corcotcor-cor-
poration

¬.-
poration .

The regulations placed upon
I.R.AIR.AIRAuponI.R.A.. ... corporations byb the hvIn '
teriortgrior Department is thethe unceruncer-uncer-
tain

uncer-
tain

¬-
tain factor, Martin said .

The .I.R.AIR.AIRAI.R.ALIR.ALIRALI.R.ALcorporate. .., corporate avenueavenue-
has

avenue-
hashas generally been used by,}

"lowerlower" forty-eightfortyeightfarty-eightfarty-- " tribaltn'baltnbal' groupsgroups-
asas a vehicle to acquireacqu-ire federalfederal-federal-
ly

¬.-
ly organized corporate powers,.
Over 20 Alaskan villages havehave-
come

have-
comecome under I.R.AIR.AIRA.. .. . Many ofof-
them

of-
themthem later abandoned I.RAIRAI.R.AIR.A. . .,

status to become fourth classclass-
cities

class-
citiescities .

Speculation is offered herehere-
that

here-
thatSlopevillagesthat, should the Arctic SlopeSlope-
villagesvillages vote to adopt the organorgan-¬.-

pendinglandizationorganization,; and if they view pending
land claims legislation as unsatisunsatis-unsatis-
factory

unsatis-
factory

-¬-

factory to them , they may be inin-
a

in-
aa position to pursueursue a coursecourse-
separate

course-
separateseparate from that of the AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

Alaska-
FederationFederation of Natives in seekingseeking-
aa land claims settlement .

There is no concensus amongamong-
Washington

among-
WashingtonWashington observers with regardregard-
to

regard-
toto the significance , of the propro-pro-
posed

pro-
posed

-¬-

posed action ., Some feel that itit-
will

it-
willwill facilitate self-determinationselfdeterminationselfdetermination-
for

--
for the Eskimos of Arctic ' SlopeSlope-
villagesvillagesSlopevillages. Others fear , that aa-

wighty
a-

wightywighty Native bureaucracy willwill-
result

will-
resultresult .


