
AFNAM pushespushes-

for
pp-

forfor federal-
control

federal
federalcontrol
controlcontrolThe
The Alaska Federation ofof-

Natives

of-

NativesNatives (AFN ) will push forfor-

federal

for-

federalfederal legislation that will enen-enen-

sure

en-

sure

¬-

sure federal oversight of thethe-

management

the-

managementmanagement of fish and gamegame-

resources

game-

resourcesresources on all federal landslands-

Inin Alaska , AFN President MorrisMorris-

Thompson

Morris-

ThompsonThompson announced lastlast-

week

last-

weekweek .

Thompson said the decisiondecIsIOn-

resulted

decision-

resultedresulted from "continuedcontinued" frusfrus-frus-

t

frus-

tration

¬-

trationt ra tion " in dealingdealtng with thethe-

state

the-

statestate . The AFN and other NaNa-NaNa-

tIve

Na-

tive

¬-

tive organizations has beenbeen-

working

been-

workingworking for years in an attemptattempt-

toto secure legislation that wouldwould-

put

would-

putput fish and game managementmanagemen-

tauthonty

management-

authorityauthorityauthonty m, n the hands ofofrerere-rere-

gIOnal

re-

gional

¬-

gional boards , he said .

The entire issue ofofregionaltregionah-regionahregionalt-regionaltregionali-regionaliregionah-

zation
regionalt-

zation

regionali-

zation

-

zation has been addressed numenume-nume-

rous

nume-

rous

¬-

rous times both on the state andand'-

r
and-

national
'rr'r-

natIOnal
'

national level.. The concept waswas-

mcluded

was-

includedincludedmcluded in last year'syears' D-2D20-20- billbill-

which

bill-

whichwhich passed both the HouseHouse-

and

House-

andand Senate before beingbemg killedkilled-

by

killed-

byby Senator Gravel., .
.. AFN'sAFNs' posiPOSI-POS-

ItIon

posi-

tion

¬-

tion is thatthai the managementmanagemenl of .

all fish and game resourcesresourcesJ1in\J1J1\J1-

the

in-

thethe state should behe handled atat-

the

at-

thethe local levellevel-

The

level-

The

level-

TheThe AFNArN worked with theIhethe-

statestatetate in WashingtonWa llIngtoll on a nanJ-nJna-nanJ-

llOnal

na-

tional

¬-

tionalllOnal level to ensure continuedcontinued-

slate

continued-

statestateslate management olof fisht sh andand-

See

and-

See( See AFN WANTS , PagePag !' 12)12)
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game resources on all
'

lands inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska . Although the AFN supsup-sup-

ports
¬.-

ports state management of fishfish-

and
fish-

andand game , it is its feeling nownow-

that
now-

thatthat federal oversightoversigl1t is necesneces-neces-

sary

¬.-

sary to ensure the reources areare-

managed
are-

managedmanaged in a way "whichwhich'Which"' benebene-bene-

fits

¬,-

fits those users directly affectaffect-affect-
ed

¬.-

ed .

"ItIt" is regrettable that thethe-

Legislature
the-

LegislatureLegislature would not enact lele-lele-

gislation

le-

gislation

¬-

gislation whichwhichwouldwould allow thisthis-

issue
this-

issueissue to be dealt withwithonon thethe-

state
the-

statestate level.. This leavesleave , us thethe-

only
the-

onlyonly option ofofrequestingrequesting legislegis-legis-

lation
legis-

lation

¬-

lation to deal with this criticalcritical-
issue

critical-
issueissue at the federal level " saidsaid-

Thompson

said-

ThompsonThompson .

In the early weeks of thisthis-

year's

this-

year'syear'syears' legislative sessionsessionRep, Jep-Jep-Rep-Rep.Rep-.RepJepr-

esentative
Repr-

esentative
-.. .Rep-

resentative

* -

resentative Terry Gardiner D-DD-

Ketchikan

D-

Ketchlkan

D-

Ketchikan

-

KetchikanKetchlkan , introduced a bill toto-

decentralize
to-

decentralizedecentralize the Department ofof-

Fish
of-

FishFishFishandand Game . AFN , along

with.with. other .Native-.Native., .NativeandNative -, andandnonnon *.' '

Native organizationsorganizatiorl , supportedsupported-
thisthissupportedthisbill . Gardiner'sGardinersGrdiner'sGardinerG rdiner'srdiners''s billbill providedrovfdedrovfded-
forfor regulatory powerspowpowersrs to ' be inin-inin-

vested
¬.-

-

vested in sevensev n regional fishfish-

and
fish-

andand gameame boardsbO rds : Regulations '

drafted by the regional boards '

would 'thenthen.then'. be subject to amendamend-amendamend-
ment

¬.-
ment or veto by-by-bya- a statewidestatewide-
master

statewide-
mastermaster board .

According to the AFN , Hal-HalHal-

ford's
Hal-

ford's
Hal-

ford's
-

ford'sfords' bill establishedestablishedregionalregionalregional-

councils
regional-

councilscouncils which have no realrea-

lauthority

rea-

lauthorityauthority . "TheyThey" would simsim-simsim-

ply
sim-

ply
¬-

ply assist the more than 5050-

local

50-

locallocal fish and game advisoryadvisory-
committees

advisory-
committeescommittees that already areare-

established
are-

establishedestablished ,
,"" Thompson pointpoint-point-

ed
point-

ed
¬-

ed out..

Thompson said that , essenessen-essen-

tially
essen-

tially

¬-

tially , Halford'sHalfords' bill leaves thethe-

current
the-

currentcurrent situation unchanged ,

with fishfishandand game managementmanagement-
leftleft at the status quo . "NowhereNowhere"Nowhere-
In

"

in the Halford bill is it required

I

that the statewide board mustmUst-

take
must-

taketake into serious considerationconslderconsideration-

the
tiontion-

thethe recommendations of thethe-

regional
the-

regionalregionalregionalcouncilscouncils ,,"" said Thomp-ThompThomp-

"In

Thomp-
son

-.
8'on8onson' .

"InIn" order for the whole concon-con-

cept
con-

cept
¬-

cept of1oof( regionalization to workwork-
and

work-
andand be successful , the locallocaladadad-adad-

visory
¬.-

visoryvlsory committees and regionalregional-
councils

regional-
councilscouncils must have a greatergreater-
say

greater-
saysay in the management of re-rere-

Sources
re-

sources
re-

sources
-

Sources within their areas ,"
Thompson said . Under GardinGardin-Gardin-
er's

Gardin-
er's

¬-

er'sers' bill ,. presidents of the rere-rere-

gional
re-

gional
¬-

gional councils would beb memmem-mem-

bers
mem-

bers
¬-

bers of the master board .

Thompson said the AFNAFN-

would
AFN-

wouldwould rather have no bill thanthan-

the
than-

thethe Halford bill because it doesdoes-

not
does-

notnot improve a system that "isis"is-

the
"is-

the
"

the root of dissatisfaction betbet-bet-

ween
bet-

ween
¬-

ween locallocalusersusers and the DeDe-DeDe-

partment
De-

partment
¬-

partment of Fish and Game . "


