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Indian Hank CropleyCropley-Crople-
ySober

Crople-
ySober

-
Sober Alcoholic AidsAids-

AlcoholismAlcoholism Victims
Indian Hank CropleyCropley-
April

Cropley-
AprilApril 26 , 19731973-

Mr

1973-

MrMr.. Howard RockRock-

Tundra
Rock-

TundraTundra TimesTimes-

Box
Times-

BoxBox 12871287-

Fairbanks
1287-

FairbanksFairbanks , AlaskaAlaska-

Dear

Alaska-

DearDear Mr.. Rock : .

Howard ,
I am "IndianIndian" Hank "

a sober alcoholic . I'mIm' sobersober-

today
sober-

todaytoday because someone helpedhelped-

me
helped-

meme . My fellow Alaskans andand-

natives
and-

nativesnatives , I am sure some of youyou-

have
you-

havehave seen me , some of youy u havehave-

heard
have-

heardheard of me . You may andand-

most
and-

mostmost times will find me andand-

see

and-

seesee me where ever my fellowfellow-

natives
fellow-

nativesnatives may need my underunder-under-
standing

under-
standing

¬-

standing and help .

I am part of the AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative Brotherhood'sBrotherhoods' sponsoredsponsored-
program

sponsored-
programprogram known asasAnchorage-AnchorageAnchorage- Anchorage-
native

Anchorage-
nativenative program for alcohol anrJandanand-

drug
ll-

drugdrug abuse . My interest is ,

I care what is happeringhapper ing to rnymymy-

natives
my-

nativesnatives who have a problem withwith-

the
with-

thethe use of alcohol and drugs .

The abuse of alcohol , drugs , isIS-

glvmg
is-

givinggivingglvmg my people a living propro-pro-

blem
pro-

blem
¬-

blem .

If became concerned bbackck in
1961 , then I later took part inIn-

the
in-

thethe Alaska planning conferenceconference-
here

conference-
herehere inm Anchorage in 19661966-

regardmg
1966-

regardingregardingregardmg alcohol problems inIn-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska . 1966 up to 1972 youyou-

could
you-

couldcould findfmd me in city court ,

state court , state troopers oror-

Anchorage
or-

AnchorageAnchorage city police tryingtrymg toto-

help
to-

helphelp the native who seem toto-

have
to-

havehave a drinkingdrmking problem . As aa-

natIVe

a-

nativenative who had lived as anan-

alcoholIC
an-

alcoholicalcoholic and lived as they areare-

now
are-

nownow .

I can and do identify thisthis-

problem
this-

problemproblem with anyone that seeksseeks-

my
seeks-

mymy help and understandingunderstandmg .

This iakesakescakes me intomto , families -
homes - employers - doctors -
hospitals , law inforcemcntsinforcements ,

courts , judges , D.A'sD.AsDAs. ..'' office ,

public defenders , showed a greatgreat-

mterest
great-

interestinterestmterest in10 my work toward rereore-rereo-

habilitation
re-

habilitation
¬-

habilitation and help for mymy-
fellow

my-
fellow
.
fellow natives .

We must always rememberremember-
that

remember-
thatthat the alcoholic comes in1010-

many
in-

manymany colors , one race or colorcolor-

doesn't
color-

doesn'tdoesn'tdoesnt' make the problem .

I was proud as a seniorsenior-
member

senior-
membermember of the Alaska NativeNative-

Brother
Native-

BrotherBrother , local camp here agreedagreed-
to

agreed-
toto start and operate the A.N.BAN.BANB. . .

Rehab . Home , located 546 EastEast-

15th
East-

15th15th Ave . , Anchorage . It is aa-

wonderful
a-

wonderfulwonderful feeling to see nativesnatives-

work
natives-

workingworkingwork 109 with natives , no one isI-
Sturned

is-

turnedturned away who wishes lo, o findfmdfmd-

a

find-

aa sober life .

When I, was in Juneau 1967 ,

IJ1 hoped the Juneau Camp wouldwould-

show
would-

showshow an interest in10 my workwork-

there
work-

therethere . Then I moved back

Anchorage where I became in10-10in-in1-
0volved

in-

volved

¬-

volved in10 the court systems andand-

the
and-

thethe drunk in jail..

Then inm 1972 the locallocal-

A.N.B
local-

A.N.BA.N.BAN.BANB. . . showed and took anan-

Interest
an-

interestinterest in10 the alcohol problems .

Many long hours of volunteervolunteer-
work

volunteer-
workwork by the members of AlaskaAlaska-

NatIve
Alaska-

NativeNative Brotherhood - tnethe DivisDIvIs-DIvIs-

Ion

Divis-

ion

¬-

ion of Corrections - took anan-

Interest
an-

interestinterest in my court work andand-

signed
and-

signedsigned a contract with the A.N.BAN.BANB. . .

Rehabilitation , toward using ourour-

program
our-

programprogram .

Since February , I'veIve' beenbeen-

phasing
been-

phasingphasing myself out of the propro-pro-

gram
¬.-

gram . . . as my interests areare-

toward
are-

towardtoward a "graduategraduate" house " , anan-

Important
an-

importantimportant part of the program .

Without 'thethe.the'. graduate house ,

the halfway house only does halfhalf-

the
half-

thethe rehabilitation of the client .

The graduate house CAN help ,

the man or woman come backback-

mto
back-

intointomto society , self respect andand-
tax

and-
taxtax payer , useful citizen againagam .

So , as of 26 , April I am nono-

longer
no-

longerlonger with the A.N.BAN.BANB. ... Rehabil-RehabilRehabl-RehablRehabil-

ation
Rehabl-

atlOn
Rehabil-

ation

, -

ationatlOn , but I am busy writing aa-

program
a-

programprogram for the graduate house .

The Division of Corrections maymay-

have
may-

havehave an interestmterest in a graduategraduate-
house

graduate-
househouse settingsettmg They bought thethe-
program

the-
programprogram I drew up for thethe-
Anchorage

the-
AnchorageAnchorage Native program forfor-

alcohol
for-

alcoholalcohol and drug abuse ThereThere-

has
There-

hashas been some changes made byby-

the
by-

thethe new staff and project adad-adad-

ministrator
ad-

ministrator
¬-

ministrator of which I am nono-

longer
no-

longerlonger a part of now .

My plans are to have thethe-
graduate

the-
graduategraduate house work in harmonyharmony-
wIth

harmony-
withwith the A.N.BAN.BANB., . . Rehab . HalfwayHalfway-
House

Halfway-
HouseHouse and program toward aa-

sober
a-

sobersober life again . SomethingSomethmg forfor-
the

for-
thethe ones who have a drinkingdrinking-
problem

drinking-
problemproblem : without sobriety , wewe-
are

we-
areare nothing !

Thank You , I amam-

"Indian

am-

"Indian"IndianIndian"IndInd" an " Hank CropleyCropley-
Box

Cropley-
BoxBox 8-72787278727-
Anchorage

8727-
Anchorage

-

Anchorage , Ak . 99508

Oil-soakedOilsoaked- DuckDuckN-

ulatoNulato , AlaskaAlaska-
May

Alaska-
MayMay 44,197341973., 19731973-

DearDear Friend Mr . Howard Rock :

The first thingthmg in CatechismCatechism-
book

Catechism-
bookbook was who made the world .

Answer : God made the world .

At the time I didn'tdidnt' think tootoo-

much
too-

muchmuch about it but now I startedstarted-
to

started-
toto think about it .

The geese and ducks comecome-

every
come-

everyevery year , also fish at the samesame-

time
same-

timetime .

There were no stores herehere-
years

here-
yearsyears ago . People were half

Lost VISTA VolunteerVolunteer-

AndAndAndanan Old EskimoEskimoS-

trange

EskimoS-

trangeStrange Encounter Leads IntoInto-

Extensive

Into-

Extensive

Into-

ExtensiveExtensive Analysis of thethe-

Alaska

the-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Native ClaimsClaims-

Settlement

Claims-

Settlement

Claims-

SettlementSettlement Act
LandsLand's' Lnd VillageVillage-

State
Village-

StateState of AlaskaAlakaAlaka-
May.J,1973

Alaska-

May
,

MayMay.J,1973May.J1973MayJ19734. , 19731973-

Dear

1973-

DearDear Mr . Rock ,

SinceSmce Naugga CmnerputClunerputCiunerput andand-

Joe
and-

JoeJoe AyagtugAYJgtug have gone off toto-toto-

gether
¬.-

gether on a huntinghuntmg triptnp , I havehave-

decided
have-

decideddecided to writewnte the letter toto-

you
to-

youyou thistillS week . This will givegIve-

me
give-

meme a chance to let you knowknow-

what
know-

whatwhat has been goinggomggomgongoingonon out here ,

especially withwithregardregard to thethe-

letters
the-

lettersletters you have been receivingrecelvmg .

IIamam the one who has actuallyactually-
been

actually-
beenbeen writingwrlmg( thetile lettersfetters , alat-atat-

though
¬.-

though they are basically NauggaNaugga-

ideas
Naugga-

ideasideas and thoughts . Helietie is stillstilistili-

unsure
still-

unsureunsure of hisIlls English and doesn'tdoesntdoesn't-
know

doesn't-
know

'

know how) tow to write yet so heliehe-

tells
lie-

tellstells me what to say in10 thethe-

letters
the-

lettersletters and I fix up the grammar ,

spellingspellmg and punctuation . AtA-
tf

At-

rst
At-

firstfirstf rst I disagreed with him aboutabout-
some

about-
somesome of the thingsthmgs he wanted toto-

wnte
to-

writewritewnte or at least I1 didn'tdidnt' underundcr-undcrunder-undcr-
stand

under-
stand

¬-

stand what hehc was tryingtrymg toto-

commul11cate
to-

communicatecommunicatecommul11cate But sincesmce 1I beganbegan-

toto readrcad the Native Claims'IJlmsIJlms(' SettleSettle-Settle-
ment

Settle-
ment

¬-

ment ActAc ( , I11amIamam beginningbegmnlng to seesecsec-

he
see-

thethe( he
lightWhenhghtWhen
lighthght

When I firstfrstf rst cameCJmc to AlaskaAlakdAlak-
da

Alaska-

as

,
asa , a VISTA volunteer , I thoughtthought-
that

thought-
thatthat I would be helping thethe-

noble
the-

noblenoble but backward NativesNJtlves intoInto-

economic
into-

economiceconomic developmentdcvelopment andamiami-

social
and-

socialsocial progress . The thingthlOg II-

thought

I-

thoughtthought was necessary was aa-

change
a-

changechange in traditional attitudesattitudes-
and

attitudes-
andand the adoption ofofnewnew techtech-tech-

nology
tech-

nology
¬-

nology andandmodernmodern methods .

When they resisted I thoughtthought-
they

thought-
theythey were just beingbe1ng stubbornstubborn-
oror lazy . Instead ofofchangcofchangechangechangcchangc-

they
change-

theythey wanted to talktalkaboutabout hishis-his-

tory
his-

tory
¬-

tory , law , and politicspol1l1cspolitics-
As

pol1l1cs-

AsAs I workedworkedwithworked-withworkedwith-withwith- a groupgroupofofof-

Native
of-

NativeNative fishermen m10in a programprogram-
ofof community development , II-

slowly

I-

slowlyslowly began to realize that thethe-

poverty
the-

povertypoverty of the village was notnot-

so
not-

soso much due to the NativeNatIve-

psychology
Native-

psychologypsychology as to the activitiesacllvltlesacllvltles-
of

activities-
ofof certaincertam private corporationscorporatIOns-
m

corporations-
ininm the fegionregIonLegion . The peoplepeople-
worked

people-
workedworked hard butbu t they ended upup-

further
up-

furtherfurther in debt to the ownersowners-
of

owners-
ofof the fishing equipment and thethe-

company
the-

companycompany store . But youY Ju don'tdont'

starvingstarvrng . One girl dug up somesome-

fish
some-

fishfish guts and fish eggs that sheshe-

had
she-

hadhad planted last summer . SheShe-

saved
She-

savedsaved the people fromfrom starving .

They had run outo t of cariboucaribou-
meat

caribou-
meatmeat they had killed with bowbow-

and
bow-

andand arrow .

Now what I'mIm' writingwntlng to youyou-

about
you-

aboutaboutaboutISis we shot a mallard

learn aboutJbout thistillS in10 the booksboolo.sboolos. wewe-

used
we-

usedusedusedinin111 trainingramll1gtraining-
When

training-
When

( ramll1g-
WhenWhen the AlaskaAlaIo.aAlaIoa,. NativeNatlvcNative-

ClaimsClaims(, launs Act was passed mymy-

parents
my-

parentsparents wrote me from homehome-

asking
home-

askingasking if I[ would be comingcommgcommg-

back
coming-

backback early now that allallofof thethe-

sklmos
the-

EskimosEskimos[ sklmos were going to(00( bebe-

millionaires
be-

millionairesmillionaires ' Well , 1I don'tdontdon't-
exactly

don't-
exactly

'

exactly see it that way , esp'Ci-esp'CiespCiesp"cl-esp"clespclespocl-espoclesp'Ci-

ally
esp"cl-

ally
espocl-

ally
'" -

ally since I have begun to readread-

the
read-

thethe provisionsprovlJOns, of AN ACT withwllhWilliwllh-

Naugga
Will-

iNauggaNaugga forI'mIm' example , mymy-

father
my-

fatherfather isI> aJ member olof a concon-con-

servation

¬.-

servationservatlon group which.IuchIuch.IuchISwhichis. is opop-opop-

posed
op-

posed
¬-

posed to the building of the oil01101-

1plpelme

oil-

pipelinepipelineplpelme .

lie doesn'tdoesntdoen'tdoent, ' realizereall7e thatthJt lortorfortor-

the
for-

thethe AlaskaAlJka, Natives to opposeoppoppose-

the '> ee-

thethe pipeline , winchwhich theythcy probablyprobably-
would

probably-
wouldwouldwouldIfif they hadhadaa free choice ,

they would lose one-halfonehalf- theirthmthm-
se

their-

settlementsettlementse ( lement Divide and conquerconquer-
slill

conquer-
stillstillslillstillseemsseems,eem to be a good colonialcolonial-

strategy
colonial-

strategystrategy .

ProbablyProbJoly when I leaveleJve AlaskaAlaska-
I

Ala kdkd-
I

>
I will apply to go to10 law schoolschool-

inin111 order to learnleun, some usefuluseful-

skills
useful-

skillsskills to(00( dealdealwithwith\ IIh the problemsproproblems-
One

lem
One smallsnlJlI examplecXJlllple wasWJ\WJWJwhen\ whenwhen-

Joe
when-

JoeJoe and I were discussingUISCU"lT1gUISCUlT1g" thethe-

federal
( hehe-

fcdcralfederalfcdcral regulationsregulJtlol1s onor) "modemmodem"modcrnmodcrn"modernmodern"modcrnl-

Ind
"modern-

and

"
andlInd urban " villagesvllIJgesvillages-

He
vllIJges-

lIe
villages-

lieHelIe was upset becausebecJlI\ebecJlIe\ soso-

many
'00-

OlJnymanyOlJny villagesvllIJges were goinggomg to behchc-

denied
be-

denieddenied the benefitsoencl ts of AN ACTACrACACr-
when

rr-
whenwhen I pointed out thatthJt theythey-

abo
they-

alsoalsoabo had to have a majority olotofot-

nonNatives
of-

nonNativesnon-NativesnonNatives- accordingaccord 109 to sectioneetlonsection-

II
section-

II
,eetlon-

IIII ( bX2)bX2b(2)b2)()( ) , sincesmce it says ANDAND-

rather
AND-

ratherrather than OR . LaterLatcr thistIlls weekweek-

we
week-

wewe got a copy of the TundraTundrTundra-
Times

JJ-

TimesTimes where it said that therethere-

was
there-

waswas a long meeting to resolveresolve-

Ius
resolve-

thisthis( Ius when someone finallymallyI dede-dede-

cided

de-

cided

¬-

cided to call up a lawyer inIn-

Washington
in-

WashingtonWashington to passpJ S judgmentJudgment-
onon itIt..

It wouldwouldappeJrwouldappearappearappeJr thatIhJt if thethe-

Natives
the-

NativesNatives don'tdont' read AN ACTAACTno( TTnonono-

one
no-

oneone will sincesmce the InteriorIntenor DeDc-DcDe-DeDc-

parlment

De-

partment

¬-

partmentparlment will just issuel> ,lIe anyJnyJny-

regulatIOns
any-

regulationsregulations theytheywantwantwant-

Next
want-

Next
want-

NextNext weekwee !. 1I hopeIwpe thatIhalIhal-

NJugga
that-

NauggaNauggaNJugga andarid Joe will be backhackOJc !. toto-

contlnuc

to-

continuecontinuecontlnuc the( he correspondencecorre rol1.lencelence<.
correspondenceSincerely

Sincerelyincerely yoursyour" ,

WalterWaller M.MortonMMortonM . MOrlonMorton

duck May 2 ( soakedsoakedwithwith dieseldiesel-

oiloil011)011) and we couldn'tcouldnt' eat it yet..

I'mIm' goinggomg to try it anyway . II-

think
I-

thinkthink about itIt..

I hope some of these guysguys-
would

guys-
wouldwould look intomto itIt.. I'dId'' sure likelike-
to

like-
toto but I have no power .

Fred StickmanStlckman , Sr .


