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Graves Near Chitina Vandalized

By Jacqueline GlasgowGlasgow-

Staff
Glasgow-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

Wanton

Writer-

WantonWanton vandalismvanrlaltsm of nativenative-
gravesltes

native-
gravesitesgravesitesgravesltes has been reported in11111-

1the

in-

thethe Copper River region . ReRe-ReRe-

ported
¬.-

ported by Roy Ewan and HerbHerb-
Smelcer

Herb-
SmelterSmelcerSmelter of Ahtna , Inc . , it isI-
Sbelieved

is-

believedbelieved that the damage waswas-
done

was-
donedone by "fortunefortune" hunters "
seeking valuable relics and artiartarti-arti-
facts

¬.-

facts
factsA

A small Indian burial groundground-
near

ground-
nearnear the village of ChitinaChltmaChitlna waswas-
broken

was-
brokenbroken intomto , three of the fourfour-
graves

four-
gravesgraves unearthed , fences thatthat-

surround
that-

surroundsurround the graves torn down ,

and bones scattered on top ofof-

the
of-

thethe ground .

"YouYou" can see ribs layinglaYing-

around
laying-

aroundaround ,:"' reported Ewan . "ItIt"It-

looks
"It-

looks
"

looks like it happenedhappenpd last fall "
The graves date back to thethe-

early
the-

earlyearly 1900's1900s' and are those of anan-

Athabascan
an-

AthabascanAthabascan Indiantndlan family . JoeJoe-

Esktllda
Joe-

EskilidaEskilidaEsktllda , a modern day desdes-

cendant
des-

cendantcendant , has filed for a nativenative-

allotment
native-

allotmentallotment which he believes

would include the gravesitegravesltegravesite-

Ahtna
graveslte-

Ahtna
gravesite-

AhtnaAhtna , Inc . Pointed out thatthat-

the
that-

thethe problem has intensifiedII1tenslfled in11111-

1their
in-

theirtheir area sincesll1ce the buildingbUild II1g ofof-

sevel

of-

seveialseveialsevel al new roads , whichwhich-

provides
which-

providesprovides access intoII1tO areas notnot-

open
not-

openopen to the general publicpublic-

before
public-

beforebefore
beforeThe

The native corporation isIS-

100kll1g

is-

lookinglooking100kll1g into the incidentmCldent andand-
may

and-
maymay request an investigationII1vestlgatlOn byby-

state
by-

statestate troopers . TheyTtiey ureMeare alsoalso-

explorll1g
also-

exploringexploringexplorll1g the possibility of ini1111ini-iniini-

tiating
¬'-

tiatingtlatll1g a programJrogram; of surveillancesurveillance-
ofof native burial grounds toto-

prevent
to-

preventprevent further incidentsII1cldentsincidents-
Following

II1cldents-

Followll1g
incidents-

FollowingFollowingFollowll1g is the completecomplete-
text

complete-
texttext of the letter from Ahtna ,.

Inc .

May 11II , 19731973-

Mr

1973-

MrMr Howard Rock , EditorEditor-

Tundra
Editor-

TundraTundra TunesTrinesTunes-
P

Trines-
PP O . Box 12871287-

Fairbanks
1287-

FairbanksFairbanks , Alaska 9970199701-

.See

99701-

See
.-
See

S-
ee

.-
See

S-
ee. See Pictures on Page 9 .
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Graves Vandalized . . .
, _ _ _ . .r.ara"i df" ''om n.nannaa el1\1\)I-v'uIv'uvu( font,- ' , ' ruerue-

Dear
' u .

Dear Howard ,

A major problem among thethe-

Natives
the-

NativesNatives of Alaska has beenbeen-

"fortune
been-

"fortune"fortunefortune" hunters " inrn NativeNative-

graves
Native-

gravesgraves . This problem is rapidlyrapidly-
becoming

rapidly-
becomingbecoming more serious as acac-acac-

cesses
ac-

cesses
¬-

cesses to the outlying areas areare-

developed
are-

developeddeveloped .

This problem is increasingII1creasrng in11111-

1Ahtna's
in-

Ahtna'sAhtna'sAhtnas' region because of thethe-

new
the-

newnew McCarthy road and thethe-

eXlstrng
the-

existingexistingeXlstrng secondary roads thatthat-

are
that-

areare beingberng developed ., Recently ,

inrn the ChitmaChltlnaChitina area , camp sitessites-

have
sites-

havehave been builtburlt near NativeNative-
graves

Native-
gravesgraves This offers innumerableInnumerable-
opportunities

innumerable-
opportunitiesopportunities for "fortunefortune"fortune-
hunters

"fortune-
hunters

"

hunters " to dig through thethe-

graves
the-

gravesgraves for relics Among thethe-

things
the-

thingsthings that have been happeninghappeningI-

Sis that "camperscampers" " have beenbeen-

uSing

been-

usingusing the fences around thethe-

graves
the-

gravesgraves for firewood ., InI n extremeextreme-
cases

extreme-
casescases , they are actuallyactu lly diggingdigging-

up
digging-

upup the graves and scatteringscatierrngscatering( thethe-

bones
the-

bonesbones in search of "goldgold" " oror-

whatever
or-

whateverwhatever is buriedburred there .

In the StrelnaStrel:1aStrel1aStrelta:; area on thethe-

McCarthy
the-

McCarthyMcCarthy road , four graves onon-

Joe
on-

JoeJoe Eskilida'sEskilidasEskdlda'sEskdldas' property have

p gg-

beenbeen disturbed . Three of thethe-

graves
the-

gravesgraves have been vandalized .

We feel that this is a veryvery-

serrous
very-

seriousseriousserrous offense , and althoughalthough-
wewe have never caught anyoneanyone-
yet

anyone-
yetyet , we request that the peoplepeople-
of

people-
ofof Alaska keep close surveillancesurveillance-
ofof existingxlstrngsxisting Native grave sitessites-

and
sites-

andand report any vandalism to thethe-

nearest
the-

nearestnearest law enforcement authorauthor-author-
Ity

author-
ity

¬-

ity . These people should bebe-

severely
be-

severelyseverely punished , and we hopehope-

we
hope-

wewe can bringbrrng these vandals toto-

Justice

to-

justicejustice .

We inrn the CopperCop'erCoperCopier"' River areaarea-

would
area-

wouldwould suggest that money bebe-

made
be-

mademade available for a pilot propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

¬-

gram of seasonal surveillance ofof-

Native
of-

NativeNative grave sites . We areare-

lookrng
are-

lookinglookinglookrng intorn10 this possibility atat-

this
at-

thisthis time .,

SincerelySrncerely yoursours ,

Roy S . EwanEwan-

Executive
Ewan-

ExecutiveExecutive DirectorDirector-

Herbert

Director-

HerbertHerbert SmelcerSmelcer-

Land
Smelcer-

LandLand Planner


