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JUNEAU govgoy billshefbill shef
field on thursday signed anin
agreement with thethealaskstheAlalaskaasks na
tive I1ileaimealdrbaldr SCLOCC eamegm
a joint attack on hepatitis B

a diseaseadisease that has reached epi-
demic proportions in several
rural alaska communities

sheffield is relying on the

I1

legislature to approve a 250e250
000 appropriation which
would come from surplus
funds in lwowo other state pro
9gramstams the governor said

pending legislative approv-
ala screening programs could
begin march 1I sheffield saidwd

the governorgoyemorgoy emor got involved
thisweekthisthi weeksweek in finding money to
battle the disease after sen

i

john sasackettackecke
i

tt R ruby co
chairman of the senate fi-
nance committee objected toio
a proposed 250000 appro-
priations bill on groundsthegrounds the
mnneyw13money was already available in

the departmentotflealtlidepartmentofDepartmentof health ed-
ucation and social servicesSerykes

As it turned out he was
rightingrightin&right and the legislature now
musmust adact to allocatereallocatereremlocafiththe
money for the hepatitis B
fight

sheffield said the agree-
ment signedned thursday was
just the first step in our

efforts to eradicate the dis-
ease

the native healthervicehealth serviceervice
already hahas launched an ag-
gressivegressive screening program for
alaskansalaskasAlaskans qualified for its ser
vices the statestate effort is aimed
at supplementing the program
and providing funds forfbi hethi
expensiveexpensive seriesperles of vaccinavaccfnavaccuwi
tionseions

the federal government has
committed 1L million so far
id10 the screening and vaccina-
tion program with another 2
million in possible funds in
the future


