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the majority of inmates within state
prisons in alaska are1buiedare housed in multi-
pleoccupancyoccupancypccupancy units according to a na
tionaldional study released through the
schoolofschoolSchoolofof justice statistical analysis
unit at thduniversitythe university of alaska
anchorage

the study completedconipleted by the united
states bureau of justice statistics
shows that about three quarters of
alaska inmates are housed inn multiple
occupancy units this figure is 12 per-
cent higher than the national average

the study reports that on a nation-
wide basis the prison population con

in alaska according foto state department of cor-
rectionsrections figurfigures

i

es the gtinmate population has morem&emae
than tripledpledtri since 19791979.

n

fined to state operated facilities in
creased 45 percent between 1979 and
1984

in alaska according to state
department of corrections figures the
inmate potationpo0ationpopulation has more than tripl-
ed since 1197979 growth in prison space

nationally was limited to 29 percent
resulting in a decdecreasereaselin

i n theaveraggetheavethe averageragge

amount of space available for each
pprisonerrlsonarsoncr

the study showed that alaska state
facilities have an average of 71471.4

square f6etforfeet for each inmate the na-
tional averageveverageisrageisis about 57 square feet

the alaska figure i exceeds
minimum standards setsh by the
american corrections association of
60 square feet for each inmate

the national study found little
evidence that population density levels
were directly associated with elevated
death rates inmate assault rates or in
stitutional disturbances instead such
events tended to occur more freafreqfrequentlyeflynfly
in maximum security facilities
regardless of their population
densities


