
state to withdraw from open meetings lawsuit
gov steve cowper ordered the

alaska department of law to
withdraw the states participation in an
open meetings lawsuit against the
legislature filed by two alaska
newspapers and the league ofwomen
voters

cowper ordered the action because
he said the state has no business in
court fightingrighting to keep the public out
of meetings it should be permittedbepcrmittcd to
attend

government in this state must be
an open process to work right and
under my administration it will be
open cowper said the first step
is to withdraw from this suit

at issue is a lawsuit filed last april
by the anchorage daily news the
fairbanks daily news miner and the
league of women voters against the
legislaturelegislatuelegislatucLegisLegislalatuetuc asking the courts to stop
what they said were illegal closed door
meetings on the state budget

the state underuriderbrider the previous ad-
ministration joined the suit following
anart initial superior court justementjudgementjuftementjudgement in
may which found largely inin favor of
the newspapers and league

the states involvement was pro-
mpted by several concerns but most
notable was a potentialpotent idl risk to allally

legislative actions taken that session in
the closed meetings including the state
budget

theile superior court ruling was later

overturned and the case is currently
pendingbeforepending before the alaska supreme
court the states brief in that pro-
ceeding was due earlier this month

the department of law advised the
governor recently that several of its
original concerns have diminished
since the state joinedthejoinjoinededthethe suitsuii most
notably the newspapers and league
agreed to waive any claim to invalidate
the budget bills already passed by the
legislature


