State to withdraw from open meetings lawsuit

Gov. Steve Cowper ordered the
Alaska Department of Law to
withdraw the state’s participation in an
open meetings lawsuit against the
Legislature filed by two Alaska
newspapers and the League of Women
Voters.

Cowper ordered the action because
he said, *‘the state has no business in
court fighting to keep the public out
of meetings it should be permitted to
attend. ™’

“Government in this state must be
an open process to work right, and
under my adminisﬂnlinn it will be
open,”’ Cowper said. ‘“The first step
is to withdraw from this suit.”

At issue is a lawsuit filed last April
by the Anchorage Daily News, the
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner and the
League of Women Voters against the
Legislatue, asking the courts to stop
what they said were illegal closed-door
meetings on the state budget.

The state, under the previous ad-
ministration, joined the suit following
an initial Superior Court judgement in
May which found largely in favor of
the newspapers and league.

The state's involvement was pro-
mpted by several concerns, but most

notable was a potential risk to all:

legislative actions taken that session in
the closed meetings including the state
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Superior Court ruling was later

overturned, and the case is currently
pending before the Alaska Supreme
Court. The state’s brief in that pro-
ceeding was due earlier this month.

The nt of Law advised the
Governor recently that several of its
original concerns have diminished
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the budget bills !lltld:f pnssed hf the
Legislature.



