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GtthstitutionalConstitutional
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ns'titunstitu', , ' .
t nalConventionnalConventionI'-

hil
ConventionConvrention

' .

"
1 !

"

.

''; '
t hihit " .r'I.rIrI. '" . , 11-

hi
t\tt7\ . 7'. , "

AFAlRBANKST/rhedraftingofAFAlRBANKSTrhedraftingofi , FAIRBANKSFAIRBANKSiThe;:
'--iTheiThe-:; /The

'

draftidrafting'ofdraftingofdrafting'of-
a

g- 'ofg-ofg- 'ofa
'

'

a state constitutionconstitution was one ofbf
.

thethe-
last*\ last\jlastjlasflast\', essential

"''"
]:; actsactsI, jI,; inirC.\ 'thethe' the ;<,',long, long-

'campaigri
long-

campaign'campaigncampaign'campaigricampaigri'campaigriiforstateh'anJ,55Alaand,55Alaskans'forstatehoodforstatehoodiforstatehoodiforstateh' ;
,

od , andanJ,55anJ55and,55and55("'
'

,-

55
5- 5,

AlaskansAla kans
,

labored diligently during '"

the, winterwinterof*, of 1955-56955561955-561955-- ,to produceproduce-
ch

produce-
suchproducesssuchch a document .: i" ", I,I-

They
'

They convened onon ':
, the'the'the-

University
'the-

University

'

University ofQf Alaska'sAlaskasAlaka'sAlakasAla: $ka.skas'. FairbanksFairbanks-
catp

Fairbanks-
campuscarnpuscampuscatp us ono Nov ., 8 , 1955 andand-
completed

and-
completed"dayslaterdayslatercompleted 'theirtheir"their'"

,. work'work>,' 75 days"days,"later , as they were required toto dodo-

by
do-

bybyauthorizingthe'
the legislativelegislative'actlegislativeact'actact'act authorizing

the convention. The TerritorialTerritorial-
Le

Territoria-
lLegislatureLegislatureLeappropriated$300,000togisla ture I', hadhadappropriated/appropriatedappropriatedapIcopriated1appropriated

1}/apIcopriated>
$300,0030000$33$300,000to300000to$

,
00,00000000, (> t6t 'underwriteunderwrite'

underwriteinderwriteititit.. '., , 111-

1'Ibe

"

The'The'IbeIbe'' 'constitution'1constitution1dmstitution'constitution'toconstitutionto' !' to ' which thethe-
delegates

the-
delegatesdelegates 'affixedaffixed'afiric.e4Jhafiric.e4Jhafirice4Jh', . Jheirtheirir namesnainnames'ss' onon-

Feb
on-

FebsubsequentlyhailedFeb :.',),.55. 5 , 1956 ' waswaswassubsequentlysubsequently
hailed as oneope , "ofof'of"' f 'thethe' nation'snationsnation's-
finest

nation's-
finest

'

finest , iihdand , in fact ,, there , havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen few substantive amendmentsrriendmentsrriendments-
to

amendments-
toto it overovervtheover"theovertheovervthe"', 'thethe' yearsyears since , AlaskaAlaska-
b

Alaska-
becamebecameb cam a state .,

'
.

Now theth'e' story'story' of thethe-
conv

the-
conventionconventionconv ntion has :;

, been told for thethe-
first

the-
firstfirst time' in a new book writtenwritten-
by

written-
byby one of the delegateddelegates to it ,
Victor Fischer , presently thethe-

director
the-

directordirector of thet e UniversityVniversity ofof-

AI
of-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskasAI ska'sskas' InstituteInstituteInstituteofof Social ,

' : "' 4". ; :
,

1

"it.lit.litl", :. } '"
f-

'1Eco'pomjc
f-

1Ecopomjc
:!<'1121"" '

; ::," "II" '! , " " . {
,

:'EcopomicjEcoromic'
'aridarid'andand' an"ditiiGovernmentanditiiGovernmentan"ditiiGovernment-

Research
,

'GoveYnment1GoveYnment1i' Goye
' '

nment '

Research at Fairbanks ,. r?" ' %'f'YfY{ifif-

"I

'

",, ,
"'

;:\"I"II"ITheaIThe\" ,'TheThe' UniversityUniveJsity: of'of' AlaskaA1,ska Press isis-

publisher'l
isis-

publisherpublisherpublisher'lpublisherl' !,
,
ofofIofthe'bI' the/thethebookthe'bthebthe'book'titledthebooktitled/"'" '

' book-bookbooki'jok ,;-:"i'jij
'

'; titled
.

,
'fA,, ?!. Alaska'sAlaskasAlaskansI aSka'saSkas' .'

, ConstitutionalCpnstitutionat ,

'ConvepHonConvepHon' Convention7CTheVConvention"The"rConventionTher. "jj'" ;
:

> |
.The'J.TheJTheJ.

'" ;,' National ;\+,
j' '. ' 'MunicipalMunicipalMilnicipalVlfrnicipal''LeagueLeague' LeagiJ :

'-

sponsored
s-

ponsored
'-

sponsored
s-

ponsored'spons red the ;',:

bookb'ookxbookxb'o0bo0'
kJ" , as one ., of .its'1.its1its1.its'l.itslitsl.

.Its ' ' StateStateJi,StateJiC.onstitu(

ConstitutionalC.onstituConstitu. ional , ConventionConventiollConventioll-
Studies

Convention-
Studies

,

Studies .. Financial support WasWa-
sprovi'de'd

wa-
sprovided

was
providedprovi'de'dCarnegieCorporation' ' bybythethe CarnegieCarn gi
CorporationCorpoJation: .

At the time he was .electedelected"elected'";..electedaelected'aelectedaelected'a-
delegate

-aa'a'a-

del
-'

delegatedel gate , to the ' convention ,
Fischer waswas planningplanning'direcplanningdirecplanning'diiector'forplanningdiiectorforplanning'diiector'for-
the

'

directoror
'

forfor-

thethe City of Anchorage
'

randand'and.' vicevic-
epreSiderit

vic-
epresidentpresidentpreSideritpreSideritofpresidentofof OperationOp 'rai'ionraiion'rai'ion-
Stateho'od

' 'OperationStatehood'

StatehoodStateho'od' , ft:,a citizens 'groupgroupgroup-

organizedto
group-

organizedtoorganizedorganizedto,
,to help press the'the'.

fightfight-

for
fight-

forfor statehoodsta :hood . .

proposedthproposedthatIt was ' FischerFiScner who proposed
thatth t the Alaskan votingv ting 'ageage' bebe-

lowered
be-

loweredlowered from 21 to 18:.. The'Je'JJ''Jc-
onvention

The-
convention

e
convention afterfter sharp .debatedebate. debate-
finally

debate-
finallyfinally compromised onon 1919-whic-

h
1-

9

whic-
h

19which-
at

, .- which
att'thaitthai' that time was ,

,widely lookedlooked-
upon

looked-
uponupon as a progressive ' act . TheThe-
Alaska

The-
AlaskaAlaska Constitution has sincesince-
been

since-
beenbeen amended to make 18 thethe-
legal'lelPIlelPIthe'lelPI'
legal! voting age .

JohnJo ,. E . Bebout ofofof'theofthe' the National

d

,

' ,;
'ilil'

ItIttcugtcug,,

1

M C" " , try

e14ei 14 f IISS
.

, .IpIp. ,

VICTORVICfOR FISCHER
MunicipalMunicpt1: Leagueteague , aacoconsultantsultant toto-

the
to-

thethe
.,
convention , is quoted in thethe-

'book's
the-

'book'sbooks'book's
' ' foreword :

"TheThe" constitution was literallyliterliterally-
written

llylly-
writtenwritten by the,

,the delegates inin-

convention
in-

conventionconvention assembled . It waswas-

more
was-

moremore trulytrulya-aaoQ- 'do-it-yourself'dodoityourself'do-it-youiselryouiselr' -- -

convention on the part of thethe-
deleg

the-
delegatesdelegatesdeleg tes

, than any other inin-

modem
in-

modernmodernmodem timestmes - certainly in thisWsWs-
century

this-
century '

century .

"ItIt" is hardhud to convinceconvince-
audienc

convince-
audiencesaudiencesaudienc s in the lower 48 that thisthis-
is

this-
isis sos'-

o

s-
o

s'-

o

s-
o' -- - they simplynplys don'tdontdon't-

und
don't-

understand
'

understandundrstandund rstand thethe've1Ytheve1Y'veryvery' high level ofof-

sophiStication
of-

sophisticationsophistication , intellectualintellintellectualc-
ompetence

ctualctualc-
ompetencecompetence , philosophicphilosop ic breadthbrea4th ,

and practical experienceexperiencer-
epresented

experiencer-
epresentedrepresented by the 55

,
delegates ,

and.and,.
theytheycancan ,hardlyhar y imagine howhow-

hard
how-

hardhardhardandand single-mindedlysinglemindedlyingle.mindedJyinglemindedJy-. . . .
AlaskansA1askan worked at thetlle job ."

Fischer's1Fischers1Fischr'scFischer'sFischersFisch r'scrsc' comprehensivempr hensive book isis-

the
is-

the
'-

reference
r-

eference
'the basic reference on thethe-

conventionConventiononvention . The first part of thethe-

book
the-

bookbook describes the evolutionevolu tion ofof-
the

of-
thethe statehoodstateh90dstateh90dmovementstatehoodmovementmovement , thethe-
actions

the-
actionsactions taken by the TerritorialTerritorial-
Legislature

Territorial-
LegislatureLegislature

'

to prepare for thethe-
convent

the-
conventionconventionconventconventonon , organizationorganizatiDn andand-
administration

and-
administrationadministration of the convention ,

and the processprocess of constitutionconstitution-
writing

constitution-
writingwriting .

The second part deals with the.,
key issuesissU S of the convention andand-
the

and-
thethe third the convention'sconventions' endendandandan-
daft

an-
daftermathaftermathaft erm.aerma. th , including thethe-
ratification

the-
ratificationratification campaignmpaignC (Alaskans

approved the constitution by a&a-

betterbetter than two-to-onetwotoone-- --
'-

I'Q
I-

Q
'-

margin
m- argin'

margin' rgin) ,
effect of the constitution onon thethe-
statehood

the-
statehoodstatehoodfU1allyFischer'sfinallyFischer'scampaign , andarid finallyfU1ally

Fischer'sFischers' 'conclusionsconclusions' andand-
re

and-
reflectionsreflectionsre flec tions on the convention .

"WhileWhile" the exactexacexact( influence ofof-

the
of-

thethe constitution uponupon-
congresstonal

upon-
congressionalcongressionalcongresstonal approval ofof-
stateho6d

of-
statehoodstatehoodstateho6d . ., . cannot really bebe-

assessed
be-

assessedassessed ," he says , "itsits"itit" writingswriting.<; ,
ratificationratification , andnd relatedrelatedactivitiesactivitiesactivities-
clearly

activities-
clearlyclearly had the desired effect ofof-
attracting

of-
attractingattracting nationalnationalattentionattention toto-

the
to-

thethe statehood cause . ,

"OnceOnce" the constitution ' itselfitself-
was

itself-
waswas available for review , praisepJaisepJaise-
came

praise-
came

:
came fromf om many directions , allallofofof-
it

of-
itit duly reportedrep rted in the AlaskaAlaska-
press

Alaska-
presspress andard} fed directly to the U.SUS. .

Congress and the nation'snations' mediamedia-
asas one more strong argument forfor-
statehood

for-
statehoodstatehood .}'"*" '

,

StatehoodStatehoodwaswas assured on June
30 , 1958 when thethe U.SUS. . SenateSenat-
e1tPproved

Senat-
eapprovedapproved1tPproved a House-passedHousepassedHousepassed-
statehood

Housepassed-
statehood

-

statehood measure . PresidentPresident-
Eisenhower

President-
EisenhowerEisenhower the following JanJ\nJn(\ . 33-

issued
3-

issuedissued the proclamation formallyfonnallyfonnally-
admitting

formally-
admittingadmitting Alaska to the UnionUnion-
andandnd activitating its constitution .

"LookingLooking" back from almost twotwo-
decades

two-
decadesdecades , we can now judge the
1955-56195556195556convention- convention to have beenbeen-
aa success , both by helping toto-

achieve
to-

achieveachieve statehood and byby-

providing
by-

providingproviding Alaska with a workableworkable-
constitution

workable-
constitutionconstitution/constitutionconstitutionwrites//,,"' writes Fischer .

"SinceSince" becoming effective withwit-
hstatehood

wit-
hstatehoodstatehood in 1959 , thethe-

constitution
the-

constitutionconstitution has served AlaskaAlaska-
well

Alaska-
wellwell - so well thattha t the statestate-
legislature

state-
legislaturelegislature has found it necessarynecessary-
toto initiate only a few minorminor-

amendments
minor-

amendmentsamendments , none ofofwhichwhichwhich-
affect

which-
affectaffect the basic principles of thethe-

stflcture
the-

structurestructurestf\lcturestflcture\ of government spelledspelled-
out

spelled-
outout in the charter ."

Among factors contributing toto-

the
to-

thethe success of the convention , hehe-

writes
he-

writeswrites , was the "idealismidealism" inherentinherent-
inin the statehood movement "
whichinspiretheserved to "greatlygreatly" inspireinsp JeJe-
the

:
the convention delegates and thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople of Alaska . "

It is questionable , he says ,

"whetherwhether" such a perfect base forfor-

constitutional
for-

constitutionalconstitutional writing as existedexisted-
inin Alaska. (then ) can occuroccur'againoccuragainoccur-againoccuragain>'-again . .

"AnotherAnother". aspect of the AlaskaAlaska-
convention

Alaska-
conventionconvention that contributed totoitstoits-
success

toits-
success

its
success - one that cannotannot bebe-

replicated
be-

replicatedreplicated in any constitutionalconstitutional-
revision

.

revision program - was the factfac-
tthat

fac-
tthatthat it took place beforebefore-

statehood
before-

statehoodstatehood was achieved.. As aa-

reswt
a-

result,resultreswt , it proceeded outside thethe-
realms

the-
realmsrealmsrealms , of conventional politicalpoijtpolitical-
pressures

calcal-

pressurespressures and realitiesr alities ."
Many of the conventionconventiond-

elegates
conventiond-

elegatesdelegates took on responsibilerespOijsibileresporlsibilerespOijsibile-
roles

resporlsibile-
rolesroles in the newnew-statenewstate- state . ConventionConvention-
president

Convention-
presidentpresident William A . Egan becamebecainebecaine-
the

became-
thethe state'sstates' first governor and vicevice-
president

vice-
presidentpresident Ralph J1.. Rivers thethe-
state's

the-
state'sstate'sstates' first cpngfessmcongiessmancongiessman .

Included in the appendices ofof-

Fhehe
o-

fFischer'sFischer'sFischersFhehe r ' s book are thethe-
constitution

the-
constitutionconstitution , the conventionconvention-
enabling

convention-
enablingenabling act passedp ssed by theth-
elegislature

th-
elegislaturelegislatureJ , rules of thethe-
con

the-
conventionconvention,1convention1conconvention( venti on , ' committeecommitcommittee-
membership

teetee-
'membership'membershipmembership'''II'It' , and briefbriefb-
iographies

briefb-
iographiesbiographiest of the delegates

.

andand-
cons

and-
consultantsconsultantscons( ltants .

'

The book will shortly bebe-

available
be-

availableavailable at bookstores andand-
through

_

throught the Institute of Social ,;
Economic and GovernmentGovGovernment-
Research

rnmentrnment-
ResearchResearch) , at $44$ a copy inin-

paperback
In-

paperbackpaperbackI ., $7.507.50750$ . in hard cover .
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"InIn" 1880 an old Indian chiefchief-

brought
chief-

broughtbrought overo 7r Joe Juneauuneau andan
,
DickDick-

Harris

Dick-

HarrisI Harris
,
and showedshowedshowedthemthem goldgold onon-

the

on-

thethetheXXuglas
,
Douglas-DouglasDouglasbeachXXuglasDouglas-DouglasDouglasbeach;, ' ,
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'don'tdont'
don'tdont'

'-

h
h'
have'tohavetohave"tove '" to 'worryworry'worrYworrY'worrYabout' aboutabout-

oV

about-
overdraftsoverdraftsoV rdrafts ., . ., that'sthatsthat'sthethat's'tthatstthat's'te' -thethe-' e wonder-wonderwonder-
fulness

wonder-wonderwonder-

fulness
wonder-

fulness

-
II"Vfulness , especiallyespeqiallyespecially whenwhen you'reyoureyou're-

traveling
you're-

traveling

'

traveling . " \;
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"ThereThere"Th.ereTh.ereThere"
.

is wherewhwhrewherere the wildwiidwiidstorieswildstoriesstoriesstories-

have
stories-

havehave'' come that you come up totata-

Alaska

to-

AlaskaAlaska and pick up nuggets offoff-

the'streetsthethe'streetsthestreetse
'-

streets
s-

treets'stst
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TheTh story of gold90Id is being concon-con-

tinued
con-

tinued

¬-

.

tinued now by NBA wjthwith>,'ww' th thethe-

Gold

the-

GoldIThIGold Account ,. "That'sThats" ' wonderfulwondetfu1wondetfu1-
because

wonderful-
because .

If"' 'because that is Alaska

I

. I '
"II" Use' it everydayeverydyeveryday-everydayThere's?:':.- There'sTheres' plentyplenty-

ofof neerffoneed for*.' the Gold Account . "
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, OF THE HOUSEHOUSE OF WICKERSHAMWICKERSHAIVMWICKERSHAM ININ..,
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