
conrad center honors chelakchevakchbvak elder
A potlatch was held in honor

of joseph ayagavakAyagavak at the mary
conrad center nov 3 in anchor-
age

joseph ayagavakAyagavak was bom in
chevakchehak alaska he lived as a sub-
sistencesi hunter and provider for
his family joseph was a commu-
nity leader and lead drummer
singer in a traditional eskimo
dance group joseph was a skilled
carpenter and took great pride in
his trade his canoes and dog sleds
are exquisitely crafted joseph

particularly enjoyed giving his
handmade crafts to his grandchil-
dren and sold them as well

about ten different groups en-
tertainedter ed at the potlatch including
vanyan sha ku keeakcexkeex kraankwaanvwaan danc-
ers miracle dancers chevakchehak
dancers uprallrit dancers
kicaput dancers and sleeping
lady dancers the potlatch fea-
tured many foods common to na-
tive people game meats fish and
berries

it is a great honor for the mary

conrad center to be able to par-
ticipate in this very special pot-
latch gatherings such as this one
help improve the quality of lifefife for
many people who live and work
at the center

editors note the mary
conrad center is a ninety bed
nursing home in eastanchorageeast anchorage
the center is owned by the cook
inletnet development corporation
and managed by the sisterssister of
providence


