
Fivedive wind generation projectsproj cts sloteslatedslated-
for

slated-
for

(

for construction, in rural:.; villages '

An old energy maker with a newnew-

im
new-

imageimageim age will start makingmakinga-

ppearances
makinga-

ppearancesappearances around the state.
Five wind generation projectsprojecprojects-

are

ss-

areare slated for construction thisthis-

year

this-

yearyear , crossing 'thethe' state fromfrom-

Skagway
from-

SkagwaySkagway 'toto'
to Kotzebue , withwith-

Kodiak

with-

KodiakKodiak , Cold Bay and a fishingfishing-

village

fishing-

villagevillage called Nelson Lagoon inin-

between

in-

betweenbetween . '

'ShiningShining'SWningSWning' new bladed towers ofof-

steel

of-

steelsteel , backed by systems ofof-

storage

of-

storagestorage batteries will be startlingstartling-

contrast
startling-

contrastcontrast to the wooden and .,

jerry-figgedjerryfiggedjerry-riggedriggedferry-riggedferry- contraptions
.-
that

t-
hat.,
thatthat-

served
that-

servedserved many Alaskan villagesvillages-

years

villages-

yearsyears ago . TheThestorstorage-storstor- ge batteries-batteriesbatteries-
will

-.,

will serve as a back-upbackup- system ,.,,

storing energyen'ergyerietgy' for up to three oror-

four

or-

fourfour ddaysys ," , just in case the windwind-

dies

wind-

diesdies donw , which isn'tisnt' , likely inin-

these

in-

thesethese locations .
II-

GoverriorGovernorGoverrior Jay HammondHanmond hashas-

had
hashas-

hadhad aa growinggroVfing concernconcern about thethethe-
yy

availability and price of fuel ,
especially to rural Alaskans. ,

which has made these windwind-

ge
wind-

generationgenerationge ne ra tion projects a viableviable-
altematiye

viable-

alternativealternativealtematiye , according the thethe-

state
the-

statestate energy director .

"ManyMany" Alaskan villages suffersuffer-

throu
suffer-

throughthroughthrou fuel prices of $1.501.50150$ . ,

$2:00200$2.002.00$22$ :.OO and even $2.502.50250$ . for a gallongallon-

Qf
gallon-

ofofQf fuel , " according to BillBill-

McConkey
Bill-

McConkeyAlcConkeyMcConkey , "andand"" even the lowerlower-

prces
lower-

pricespricesprces areare very highhjgh by urbanurban-

standards, standardsst'andards' . And thesethese high prices ,

combinedombined with difficulties ofof-

tr
of-

transportationtransportationtr nsportation and weather , areare-

placed, placedpl ced uponuponpon those Alaskans whowho-

c

who-

cancanc n least afford it . The time forfor-

c

for-
contiriuedcontinuedcontiriuedc ntin'uegntinueg' and sophisticated usel\selselse-
ofalteniate

use-

of
\

oftalterriateof\alteniateofalteniateof\alternate energy has come ."
' "

The AlaskaA aska Energy Office ,. withwith-

the
with-

thethethe
.
Governor'sGovernorsGovemoi'sGovemoisGov mor'smors' Office ,; submittedsubmitted-

th
submitted-

thetheththethewindwind "proposalsproposals'proposals"' this'this' yearyearto'toto-to',-

the legislature andandmetmet approvalapproval-
and

approval-
andand support . The projects are inin-

the
in-

thethe planning stages withwith-
construction

with-
constructionconstruction slated starting thisthis-
summer

this-
summersummer .

. "TheThe" wind projects willwilt dodo-

more
do-

moremore than provide essentialessential-
power

essential-
powerpower ,." McConkey said . "TheyThey"They-
will

"They-
will

"
will provide Informationnfonnation onon-

performance
on-

performanceperformance , phasing , icing , saltsalt-

spray
salt-

.sprayspray.spray,. deterioration and variousvarious-
alternatives

various-
alternativesalternatives for storagstorage; ,;, inversipninversifinversion;>n ,

overload and gusting . We areare-

especially
are-

especiallyespecially interested in their coldcold-

weath
cold-

weatherweatherweath r , performanceperfonnance .."
The Kotzebue system willwill-

provide
will-

provideprovide power for the KotzebueKotzebue-
Comrn

Kotzebue-
CommunityCommunityComrn nity College facilityfacilit andand-

give

and-

givegive the college an "on-the-side"onontheside" - - "
teaching opportunity for coursescourses-

in
courses-

inin wind generator , maintenancemaintenance-

Continued

maintenance-

Continued( Continued On Page 6)6)



Wind . . .

( ContinuedCcntlnued from PaqitPagbPaq" I1)1111-
)and

1-
1and

)

and technology .

givesIISgivesus"AndAnd" the Nelson Lagoon gives
usIIS, an exciting opportunity to testtest-

our
test-

ourour wind equipment in a villagevillag-
esituation

villag-
esituationsituationsituation/situationsituationhe,/"' he said . "ItIt'It"' willwil-
lprovide

wil-
lprovideprovide the villagers withwith-
electricity

with-
electricityelectricity to run their lighting ,
televisions , stereos , andandotherotherother-
small

other-
smallsmallsmallappliancesappliances . Also , we cancan-

provide
can-

provideprovide power for larger items ,.

suchsuchasas washing machines on anan-

intermittent
an-

intermittentintermittent basis . But of furtherfurther-
importance

further-
importanceimportance is the opportunityopport\lnityopportlnity\ toto-

cut
to-

cutcut the cost of fuel by 20 to 3030-

percent
30-

percentpercent by runningstackrunningrunningstackrobbersstack robbers ,

a simple device that attaches toto-

the
to-

thethe pipe of an oil stove to savesave-

fuel
save-

fuelfuel.."
The Cold Bay project willwilJwil-

Jutilize
wil-

lutilizeutilize an .F.xistingFxistingexistingxisting powerpower-
distribution

power-
distributiondistribution grid to provide aa-

portion
a-

portionportion of the energy needed atat-

the
at-

thethe large state airport locatedlocated-
there

located-

therethere . Northern Power andaodaod-

Engineering
and-

EngineeringEngineering Corporation , theirthei-
rlocal

their-
locallocal utility , will provideproVide-
significant

provide-
significantsignificant manpower needed toto-

build
to-

buildbuild and maintain the project..

The records of the NationalNational-
Weather

National-
WeatherWeather Service at Cold Bay showshshow-
that

ww-

thatthat location.location. to be one of the bestbest-
in

best-
inin the state for wind powerpower-
generation

power-
generationgeneration ."

"TheThe" Skagway and KodiakKodiak-
locations

Kodiak-
locationslocations are still in the planningplanning-
stages

planning-
stagesstages for their best use , "
McConkey said , "butbut" we maymay-

Continued

may-

Continued(Continued ono page 8)8))



Wind1A1-1A11A1VVVV Ind-
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: .,WindContinued :

, D°D-

C'ontlnued(ContinuedC'ontlnuedContlnuedContinued' Ifromfrom PagoPage 6)66)-

implement
) EE-

implement
EI

. , bl
implementblimplementa projectp lojectoject using windwind-
power

wind-
powerfor

wind-
powerforpowerpowerforJJ.All, for ; agriculture in Kodiak.." JJ

.AllAll. projectspiojec s willWill'illill' beb monitoredmmonitore-
dand

nitorednitoredfrltrfrlfr-
land

(

andandrandandrecordedrecordedr e cor de 4 , withwit, h thethePithe-
information

p-pp-

information
PPi-.

informationPiinformationmaVlat,7laiet7laie, e available too thethe-
public

at
forTor:00:0-

public
?:00-

publicenergydirectorpublic , .accordingaccording.,

' to the energyenergy ° rr-

directordirectorwrect r. "WeWe" hopeh pe to prove windwindHiwind'HIwind-
power -HiHi'HI'HI-
p

-''H-
ipowerpowerpowerp wer to be-bebea-' a Viabletriableiable economiceconomic-
alternative

DDID-

Ialternativealternative tot ' fossil fuels ' and thatthathat-
these

ttArArA-

rthese

A-

rthesethese 3.ltematelenergy.'alternate3.ltemate3ltemate'alternate 'energyenergylenergy'

energy projectsprojects-
will

H .

willwi11 be the first ofmanyotmanyof
. ,

many
'
serving allal1al1Coall-

Alaskans
CcCoCc-

Alaskans
Co-

t1askans.1Alaskanst\1askans.1t1askans.1t1askans.11askans1\ .:*' " pPubPu. ,

;


