
Rare totem'totem,'totem '

;

polepol returnedretur ed ' too Canada
, The National MuseumMuseMuseumm off ManMan-

has
, , has just repatriated :' a set ofof-

elaborately:
.

, elabpratelyab9ratelyelaboratelye carved househo se postsposts-

and
posts-

andand beam'sbeams'' from the Museum ofof-

the
of-

thethethe American Indian in NewNew-

Yo
New-

YorkYorkYo kCityCity .
'

The unique forty-twofortytwoforty.twofortytwo-. foot longlong-

roof
long-

roofroof beam depicts a SisiutlSisiutISisiut-
ISisioo

Sisiut-
lSisiootl(Si-si-ootlSiootlSi-si-oooo- - 1)1)1)or) or doubledoublc headed

,,

serpent supported on threethree-

upright
three-

uprightupright figures . The Sisiutl whichwhich-

isis thought of as having one headhead-

in
head-

inin the upper world and the otherother-

in
other-

inin the' lower world ' is aa-

cosmological
a-

cosmologicalcosmological symbol , oftenoften-

represented
often-

representedrepresented by a rainbow , amongamong-

t
among-

the,thet he KwakiutlKwakiu tl IndiansndiansI of

VancouverVanco ver Island . ., '

AccordingAcco'rding' to legend , thethe-
mythical

the-
mythicalmythicalmythicalmonstermonster had the powerpower-
to

power-
toto assume many1many'sizesmanysizesmany ' sizes . ToTo'eatToeat'eateat' eat ,

touchtouchoror even see the SisiutlSisiu 11 waswas-
unlucky

was-
unluckyunlucky and sometimes'sometimes

'

fatal... '

ButBu t , 'toto'., to those with supernaturalsupernatural-
power

supernatural-
powerpower , its blood could turnturdturn-
human

turd-
humanhuman skin to stone ; its skin usedused-
as, as a belt allowed the wearer tototo-

perfonn
to-

performperformperfonn wonderful feats ; itsits-

eyes
its-

eyeseyes , when used as sling stones
.

,
could kill even whales .

The National Museum of Man'sMansMan's-

SisiutI
Man's-

Sisiutl
'

SisiutlSisiutI was first erected by thethe-

Sou
the-

SouthernSouthernSou them KwakiutlKwakiu 11 at thee ancientancient

summer settlementsettlsettlmm nt of Tswadi
(200200( miles northwest ofof-
Vancouver

of-
VancouverVancouver ), It was collected in
1913 by the Honourable JamesJame-
sD

James-

DonsmulrDonsmuirDonsmulrDnsmuir , and by 1931 Was onon-

display
on-

displaydisplay in Hatley Park , but waswas-

fmaIly
was-

finallyfinallyfmaIly acquired by the HeyeHeye-

Foundation
Heye-

FoundationFoundation for the Museum ofof-

the
of-

thethe AmericanAmerican'IndianAmericanIndianIndian'Indian
'

, Brooklyn .

Its return , to Canada was mademade-

possible
made-

possiblepossible through the EmergencyEmergency-
Purchase

Emergency-
PurchasePurchase Fund of the NationalNational-
Museums

National-
MuseumsMuseums of Canada .

Photographs are available . ForFor-

additional
For-

additionaladditional information writewrite-

Francois
write-

FrancoisFrancois Gobeil , or call (613)613( )
996-94389969438--


