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Tribal judicial conference charts practical course
by Tundra Times staffstaf-

fAlthoughAlthoughAlthoughspeakersspeakers focusedfocusedonon thethe-

politics

the-

politicspolitics of global indigenous unity tooktook-

up

took-

upup a lot of microphone time at a recentrecent-

tribal

recent-

tribaltribal conference in Anchorage , therethere-
was

there-
waswas stillstillaa lot ofofnutsandboltsnuts-and-boltsnutsandbolts- - workwork-
being

work-
beingbeing done by more than 300 participartici-partici-

pants

partici-

pants

¬-

pants .

Organized by the Alaska Inter-TribalInterTribalInterTribal-
Council

InterTribal-
Council

-

Council
, the conference provided a fofo-fofo-

rum

fo-

rum

¬-

rum for tribal leaders to discuss somesome-

of

some-

ofof the possible implications ofofaa recentrecent-
federal

recent-
federalfederalfederalcourtcourt ruling which held thatthat-

Alaska

that-

AlaskaAlaska Native tribes have jurisdictionjurisdiction-

overover some Native-ownedNativeowned- land . In parpar-par-
ticular

par-
ticular

¬-

ticular , sessions provided a close-upcloseupcloseupl-
ook

closeupl-
ook

-

look at several tribal courts which havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen operating successfully in AlaskaAlaska-
for

laskalaska-
forfor some years ., a.a-

EvenEven as delegates met , the tribaltribalsovsovsov-sov-
ereignty

sov-
ereignty

¬-

ereignty drama continued to unfoldsunfoldunfol 1.:, inin-

court
in-

courtcourt . The state filed its last-ditchlastditchlastditchappeal- appealappeal-

toto the U.SUS. . Supreme Court , asking justicesjustices-
toto review a 9th Circuit Court rulingrulingupupup-upup-

holding

up-

holding

¬-

holding tribal jurisdiction over Native-NativeNative-
owned

Native-
owned

Native-
owned

-

owned lands in andandaroundaroundaroundvillagesvillages AtAt-

the

At-

thethe same time , the Alaska Federation ofof-

Natives

of-

NativesNatives , representing Native village andand-
regional

and-
regionalregional corporations , announced it waswas-
filing

was-
filingfiling a brief in support of the so-calledsocalledsocalledl-

Indian
-

ilndian1ndianlIndian CountryCountryi! ruling .

Much of the conference was devoteddevoted-
Page

devoted-
PagePage 88,, please
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Joe Williams , representing the OrganizedOrgamzed Village of Saxman ,
talks to participants of the Alaska Inter-TribalInterTribal- CouncilCouncd conference , "ScopeScope" of Indian Country ,

"

regardingregardmg repatriation issues inm his region , and how Indian Country would help in keepingkeepmg remains and artifacts close to home Stevens Village Chief Randy
MayoRandyMayowaits his turn at the microphonernicropholle AITC hosted a 3-day3day- conference in an effort to answer questions of tribestobestubes and tribal governments about IndianIndian-
Country's

Indian-
Country's

""

Country'sCountrys' tribal powers ""- -- PhotoPholoPboto bybyAnnaAnna M PickeltPIckellPickett
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Stellar sea lionIilionn protectionprotecti n sought
Greenpeace has demanded that thethe-

National

the-

NationalNational Marine Fisheries Service movemove-
swiftly

move-
swiftlyswiftly to designate the Steller sea lionlion-
as

lion-
asas an endangered species , saying suchsuchasuch-

move
such-

move
a

move is already years too late .

Greenpeace said the FisheriesFisheries Service'sServicesService's-
failure

Service's-
failure

'

failure to curb the reckless over fishing

of pollock in "criticalcritical" habitat " for StellersStellers-

has

Stellers-

hashas led to the species ' drastic decline .

The Steller sea lion was scheduled to bebe-
uplisted

be-
uplisteduplisted as an endangeredendangeredspeciesspecies lastlast-

month
last-

monthmonth , eightight years after Greenpeace andand-

other

and-

otherother groups first called for such an ac-acac-

tion

ac-

tion

-

tion .

The western stock of the Steller ,

which relies on pollock and other comcom-com-

mercial

com-

mercial

¬-

mercialmercialspeciesspecies for its survival , has dede-dede-
clined

de-
clined

¬-

clined 85 percent between I96019601960andand thethe-

present
the-

presentpresent .. A recent National ResearchResearch-

Councf'Rstudy

Research-

CounctCouncfRstudyCouncf'RstudyCounctt.studyCounct't.studytstudy. says the only factorfactor-
Page

factor-
PagePage 88,, please

Keepers of the Treasures plan AnchorageAnchora meetmeet .

The Keepers of the Treasures : CulturalCultural-
Council

Cultural-
CouncilCouncilCouncilofof American Indians , Alaska NaNa-NaNa-

tives

Na-

tives

¬-

tives and Native Hawaiians will hold itsits-

Sixth

its-

SixthSixth Annual Conference in 'AnchorageAnchorage'AmhorageAmhorage' ; ,

Alaska , on Sunday , April 27 throughtl1roughtl1rough-

Thursday

through-
ThursdayThursday , May 1I , 1997 at the AnchorageAnchorage-
Hilton

Anchorage-
HiltonHilton Hotel..

.

The conference'conference,' title , "SpeakingSpeaking.Speaking". withwith-
OurOur Ancestors - Preserving Our NativeNative-

Languages

Native-

LanguagesLanguages ,
" will highlight the importanceimportance-

ofofofourour Native languages , as wellwellasas presentpresen-
tworkshops

presen-
tworkshopsworkshops and panels on how somesome-
Native

some-
NativeNative communities are working to prepre-¬-

serve andandrejuvenaterejuvenate their languages .

This year , thethe.NationaltheNational.NationalNational. Museum of thethe-

American

the-

AmericanAmerican Indian is conducting a specialspecial-

panel

special-

panelpanel presentation on tribal museums .:
'

Presenters will discuss getting started ,

curatorship , educational and InternshipInternship-

opportunities

internship-

opportunitiesopportunities , and building collections .

Plans are also underway for a NAGPRANAGPRA-

workshop
NAGPRA-

workshopworkshop that woulobewould'bewouldbewoulc'' be supported by thethe-
National

the-
NationalNational Park Service.

II-

KeepersKeepers ofofthethe Treasures-AlaskaTreasuresAlaska- ( KTA)

will be co-hostingcohosting- the conference withwith-

Keepers

with-

KeepersKeepers of the Treasures (KOTKaT).). KOTKaT is

'-

o
o'

comprisedcomprisedofof Nativeative ' people 0 reore. rvee ,

affirm andandcelebratecelebrate theirailtutestheitheirtheirtotou s throughthrough-
traditions

through-
traditionstraditions and programs that maintairuheirmain '-nn'-nn' theirtheir-

Native

their-

NativeNative languages and lifeways . The KeepKeep-Keep-

ers

Keep-

ers

¬-

ers protects and conserves places that areare-
historic

are-
historichistoric andandsacredsacred to indigenous peoples .

It is a national organization comprised ofof-

Indian

of-

IndianIndian , Alaskan and Hawaiian representarepresenta-representa-
tives

representa-
lives

¬-

tiveslives fromfroro around the country . KTAKTA is aa-

sister

a-

sistersister organization to KOTKaT and performsperforms-
very

performs-
veryvery similar functions as the national oror-oror-
ganization

or-
ganization

¬-

ganization , but works onlyonlywithwith the NativeNative-

people

Native-

peoplepeople of Alaska .

. ,.


