
Knowles focuses on youthyouthwith'
'With, Children'sChildrenshildren'shildrens(: ' Cabinet '

Gov . Tony Knowles today urged AlasAlas-Alas-

kans

Alas-

kans

¬-

kans to participate in community activiactivi-activi-

ties

activi-

ties

¬-

ties in recognition of NationalNat onal Child AbuseAbuse-
Prevention

Abuse-
Prevention

,

Prevention Month , beginningbeginningOQbeginningonoqon April 11..

Alaska leads the nation in incidencesincidences-

ofof child abuse ..

"Alaska'sAlaskas" ' record is shameful and intolintol-intol-

erable

intol-

erable

¬-

erable said Knowles . "WeWe" know thatthat-

children. children who live in violence not onlyonly-

suffer

only-

suffersuffer but often grow up to be parents whowho-

abuse

who-

abuseabuse . IfIfwewe are to end this vicious cycle,

wewe must continue to focus attention on the

problem and remindremindourselvesourselves of its seriseri-seri-
ousness

seri-
ousness

¬-

ousness , National Child Abuse PreventionPrevention-
Month

Prevention-
MonthMonth is an opportunity to do that..

"

Child abuse in Alaska reached an allall-

time

all-

timetime high between July 1994 and June
1995 ,, when 15,70615706,, jncidentsincidents were rere-rere-

ported

re-

ported

¬-

ported . Between13etwtenBetw :enJulyJuly 1995 and 1996 , thosethose-

figures

those-

figuresfigures dropped by almost 6 percent..

"RespondingResponding" effectively to protect chilchil-chil-

dren

chil-

dren

¬-

dren is a critical jobjobwewe are working hardhard-

every

hard-

everyevery day to improve protections for chilchil-chil-

dren

chil-

dren

¬-

dren , but just responding to reports of

harm is not the solution ,
" said Karen Per-PerPer-

duej

Per-
due

Per-
due

-

duejdue ;' CommissionerCommissioner oktheofthe, Department ofof-

Health

of-

HealthHealth and Social Services . "WeWe" have toto-
add

to-
addressaddressaddessaddaddressess the foottootroot causes of child abuse andand-
neglbct

and-
neglectneglectneglbctneglect by investing in prevention to dede-dede-
crease

de-
crease

¬-

crease the need for interventions in thethe-

future

the-

future "'-future .
"

"GovGov"oovoov" ov . Knowles has worked hard toto-
focu

to-

focusfocufocusfocusattention$$ attention and efforts on a ., balbal-balbal-
anced

bal-
anced

¬-

ancedancedancedresponseresponse that not only protectsprotects-

children

protects-

childrenchildren at risk of harm but preventsprevents-
those

prevents-
thosethose risks fromfrom occurring ,

" Perdue said ,.

"ByBy" forming the Children'sChildrens' CabinetCabinet-

and
Cabinet-

andand sponsoring the1the'' 'ConferenceConference' onon-

Youth

on-

YouthYouth and Justice he has increased thethe-

focus

the-

focusfocus on prevention and on helpinghelping-

communities

helping-

communitiescommunities buildbuildcapacitycapacity to promotepromote-
the

promote-
thethe well-beingwellbeingwellbeingof- ofofchildrenchildren and theirtheir-
families

their-
familiesfamilies .

"II" encourage communities to developdevelop-

programs

develop-

programsprograms that support andandstrengthenstrengthenstrengthenf-
amilies

strengthenf-
amiliesfamilies andandurgeurge Alaskans to contact oror-oror-

ganizations

or-

ganizations

¬-

ganizations that fight domestic violence ,
"

Perdue said ., - .


