
Stellar sea lionIilionn protectionprotecti n sought
Greenpeace has demanded that thethe-

National

the-

NationalNational Marine Fisheries Service movemove-

swiftly

move-

swiftlyswiftly to designate the Steller sea lionlion-
as

lion-
asas an endangered species , saying suchsuchasuch-

move
such-

move
a

move is already years too late .

Greenpeace said the FisheriesFisheries Service'sServicesService's-
failure

Service's-
failure

'

failure to curb the reckless over fishing

of pollock in "criticalcritical" habitat " for StellersStellers-
has

Stellers-
hashas led to the species ' drastic decline .

The Steller sea lion was scheduled to bebe-
uplisted

be-
uplisteduplisted as an endangeredendangeredspeciesspecies lastlast-

month

last-

monthmonth , eightight years after Greenpeace andand-
other

and-
otherother groups first called for such an ac-acac-
tion

ac-
tion

-

tion .

The western stock of the Steller ,

which relies on pollock and other comcom-com-
mercial

com-
mercial

¬-

mercialmercialspeciesspecies for its survival , has dede-dede-
clined

de-
clined

¬-

clined 85 percent between I96019601960andand thethe-

present
the-

presentpresent .. A recent National ResearchResearch-
Councf'Rstudy

Research-

CounctCouncfRstudyCouncf'RstudyCounctt.studyCounct't.studytstudy. says the only factorfactor-
Page

factor-
PagePage 88,, please



Stellar sea-lionsealionsea - lion protectionprotection-
sought

protection-
soughtsought by Greenpeace
ContinuedConl/tluedJromConltluedJrom/ from page 11-

deemed

1-

deemed

1-

deemeddeemed to have a "highhigh" likelihood " ofof-

explaining

of-

explainingexplaining the Steller decline is effectseffects-

of

effects-

ofof fishing on Steller prey .

"TheThe" Steller sea lions are in direct comcom-com-

petition

com-

petition

¬-

petition with the factory trawlers for foodfood-

and

food-

andand the Stellers are losing ,
" said KenKen-

Stump
Ken-

StumpStump ,;
"' Greenpeace Fisheries campaigner .

"TheThe" Fisheries Service mustust not only adad-adad-

dress

ad-

dress

¬-

dress how much fish is taken , but wherewhere-
and

where-
andandandwhenwhen .

"

Over 800,000800000, metric tons of pollockpollock-

areare extractedextractedannuallyannually from areas desdes-des-

ignated
des-

ignated
¬-

ignatedignatedasas critical Steller habitat andand-

that
and-

thatthat volume has been increasingincreasings-
teadily

increasings-
teadilysteadily since 1982 ,, when the U.SUS.. .. firstfirst-
took

first-
tooktook over management of the fishery .

Greenpeace is calling on Congress toto-
conduct

to-
conductconduct hearings on the failure of the

Fisheries Service to protect marinemarine-
ecosystems

marine-
ecosystemsecosystems as it manages the fisherfisher-fisher-
ies

fisher-
ies

¬-

ies . *

"YearsYears" ofofexcusesexcuses andandendlessendless stallingstalling-

must

stalling-

mustmust come to an endendnownow ,
" said GerryGerry-

Leape

Gerry-

LeapeLeape , GreenpeaceGreenpeae Fisheries legislativelegislative-
director

legislative-
directordirector . "TheThe" The Stellers ' plight has beenbeen-

literally

been-

literallyliterallyliterallystudiedstudied to death . Let'sLets' save thethe-
Stellers

the-
StellersStellers while there is still time . The enen-enen-

dangered

en-

dangered

¬-

dangered listing is the first to accomplishaccomplish-

that
accomplish-

thatthat..
"

Greenpeace is calling for cuts in thethe-

pollock

the-

pollockpollock quota in the North Pacific , a banban-
on

ban-
onon USU.S,. . factory trawling and a comprehencomprehen-comprehen-
sive

¬-

sive environmental impact statement onon-

the

on-

thethe fishery .. In spite of dramatically alal-alal-

tered

al-

tered

¬-

teredteredconditionsconditions in the fishery , such anan-
impact

an-
impactimpact statement has not been conductedconducted-
inin 15 years .


