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By CYNTHIA WENTWORTH-

These

WENTWORTHWENlWORlllWENTWORTH-

TheseThese have been busy and hap-

py
hap-

py
haphap-¬-

py timestunes in Kaktovik because-
the

because-
the

because
the people recently took twotwo-

bowhead
two-

bowheadbowhead whales . The first , aa-

55foot
a-

55foot55-foot55foot- , 53 ton male , was takentaken-
on

taken-
onon Wednesday afternoon Sep-

tember
Sep-

tember
SepSep-¬-

tember 28 by whaling captaincaptamcaptain-
Nolan

captam-
NolanNolan Solomon and his crew .

The second was taken on Satur-
day

Satur-
day

SaturSatur-¬-

day morningmornmg October 1I by Her-

man
Her-

man
HerHer-¬-

man AAishanna'sAishannasISh anna ''- s
s

crew . It was aa-

smaller
a-

smallersmaller , 30-foot30foot3D-foot3D- female . GreatGreat-
excItement

Great-
excitementexcitement prevaprevaileded both timestimes-

asas the vvillagerslagers saw the boatboat-

with
boat-

withwith the raised flag come toto-

shore
to-

shoreshore A raised flagnag in a rere-

turning
re-

turnmg
re-re¬-

turningturnmg boat means a whale !

Both whales were pulled in onon-

the
on-

thethe beachheach about a half mmilee fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe vvillagevillage-

The

villag-
efie

lagelage-

fheThefhefie first whale proved quitequite-
difficult

quite-
difficultdifficult to get to shore due toto-

II

to-

itsIIits si/.esi.esi.eeSllesii.esiie/.. and to bhZlard.hke-
weather

bli//ard-hkebliardhkebhZlard.hkebhZlardhkeblufard-likeblufardlikeblufardlike-
weather

// -.

weather conditions . It tooktook-
over

took-
overovernonstophard24 hours ofofnonstopnon-stopnonstop---
hard work to get the huge mam-
mal

mam-
mal

mammam-¬-

malmalupup onto the beachbeachwherewhere itttit-

could
tt-

couldcould be butchered . SeveralSeveral-

people
Several-

peoplepeople stayed up allaUaUofallofof the nextnext-
night

next-
ntghtnightntght , too ,. cuttingcuttmg and sawsawingsawing-
off

ngng-

offoffoffchunkschunks ofofmuktukmuktuk and meat-
so

meat-
so

meat
so that it would not spoil AA-

mechamcal
A-

mechanicalmechanicalmechamcal loader was used toto-

lift
to-

liftlift the cut chunks intomto pickuppickup-
trucks

pickup-
truckstrucks which took them to thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage aas fast as possibleposslhle Final-

ly

Fmal-

Iy
FinalFmal-FmalFinal-¬-

lyIy by 8H pjnpmp.m. . of the third day ,

all the salvageablevageahle blubber andand-

meat
and-

meatmeat had been removed fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe whale ( A small portion waswas-

not
was-

notnot removed because it was alaIal-

ready
al-al¬.-

ready unusable due to the timetunetime-

it

tune-

Itit took to get the whale onto thethe-

beach
the-

beachbeach ) .

As the people were ffinishing01shmgfinishing-
the

01shmg-

thethe cuttingcuttmg on the first whale ,

they were startled by severaJ-

cTies

severalseveraJseveral-

criescriescTies of ""NanookNanook"NanoukNanouk ! " Suddenly

two large polar bears appearedappeared-
outout of the night , and camecame-
straight

came-
straightstraight down the beach towardtoward-
the

toward-
thethe workers ! Mothers criedcried-
"Where

cried-
"Where""WhereWhere are the kids? ! " and her-

ded
her-

ded
herher-¬-

ded them into the pickup truckstrucks-
and

trucks-
andand the !tentent.. Se"ySeySeveral" r men grab-

bed
grab-

bed
grabgrab-¬-

bed their long-handledlonghandled- knives-
and

knives-
and

knives-knives -.

and started running towards the-

bears
the-

bears
the

bears , wavingwavtng the handles asas-

clubs
as-

clubsclubs and trying to scare them .

The loader and trucks ""revedreved "
their enginesengutes and shined theirtheir-
lights

their-
lightslights , the bears took off but-

were
but-

were
but

were back about five minutesminute-
slaterthis

minute-
slaterthislater--thislaterthis- - time even closer.. Peo-

ple
Peo-

ple
PeoPeo-¬-

ple shouted ' ""TheyThey must real-

ly
real-

ly
realreal-¬-

ly be hungry ! They'reTheyre' not afraidafraid-
of

afraid-
ofof anything ! " The bears werewere-

again

were-

agamagainagam scared away , and two menmen-

left
men-

leftleft for the village to get theirtheir-
rifles

their-
riflesrifles . When the bears returnedreturned-
aa thirdthud time , the guns were fired-

over
fired-

over
fired

over theirthelT heads . Luckily thisthis-

did
this-

diddid the tncktrick and the bears diddid-

not
did-

notnot come back .

Getting ththetht'secondthtsecond' second whale up onon-

shore
on-

shoreshore was a cinch compared toto-

movIng

to-

movingmoving
.

the first whale ThisThis-

"little""littlelittle'little' " whale was on the beachbeach-
atat 1I13030 p.mpm. . andandcompletelycompletelycompletely-
butchered

completely-
butcheredbutchered by 6 30 p.mpm. . ! Prac-

tically
Prac-

tically
PracPrac-¬-

tically the whole vvillagel1age waswas-

down
was-

downdown to help cut , eat muktuk ,

and be part of the activityaCflVlty .

One womanwuman explaimedexplalmed ""NowNow"Now-
We'll

"Now-
We'llWe'llWellWe'llreally' really eat this winterwmter ! "
The secondsecondwhalewhale was stTipped-
completely

stripped-
completely

strippedstTipped
completely to the bonehone nono-

meat
no-

meatmeat or blubberhlubber had to be dis-
carded

dis-
carded

disdis-¬-

carded
cardedA

A ""cookcook tent " withwithaa wood-
burning

wood-wood-.

burningburnmg stovestuve was set up to pro-
vide

propro-¬.-
vide the workersworken with cookedcooked-
muktuk

cooked-
muktukmuktuk , whale meat , and hothot-
coffee

hot-
coffeecoffee and tea . It was also aa-

good
a-

goodgood place to get in10 out of thethe-
weather

the-
weatherweather and warm cold handshands-

After
hands-

After
hands-

AfterAfter the second whale was cut

up and taken to the village , thethe-

work
the-

workwork stillstillwasn'twasn'twasnt' completed .

Once at the village , all the meat-
had

meat-
had

meat
had to be cut into smaller piecespieces-
and

pieces-
andand divided among the crew andand-

the
and-

thethe 33 households . AfterMter oneone-

day
one-

dayday ofofrestrest (Sunday ) aboutabout-
twelve

about-
twelvetwelve village people spent twotwo-
full

two-
fullfull fourteen-hourfourteenhour-- days haulinghauling-
the

hauling-
thethe meat , muktuk and baleenbaleen-
from

baleen-
fromfrom each whale into about 8080-

separate
80-

separateseparate piles . To do this theythey-
put

they-
putput a big metal hook into each-
chunk

each-
chunk

each
chunk and then lifted or dragge-
dit

dragged
itit.. Since each piece was about aa-

cubic
a-

cubiccubic foot in size and weighedweighed-
around

weighed-
aroundaround 30 pounds or more ,

this was no easy task . FreezingFreezing-
ram

Freezing-

rainrainram andandwind!windwtr4 on one day didndidn'tdidntdidn't-
help

'!
help the "working"NorkingNorking conditions eiei-

her
ei-

ther
ei-ei¬-

(therher . BuButt the workers main-
tained

main-
tamed

mainmain-¬-
tainedtamed their cheerfulness andand-

even
and-

eveneven managed to tease eacheach-
other

each-
otherother often . When they werewere-
finished

were-
finishedfinished working , each house-
hold

house-
hold

househouse-¬-

hold had eight chunks from thethe-

big-.-bigbigbig whale and five from thethe-
small

the-
smallsmall one-inonein- addition to thethe-

meat
the-

meatmeat for the crews . The next-
day

next-
day

next
day , one week from the day thethe-
first

the-
firstfirst whale was caught , eacheach-
household's

each-
household'shousehold'shouseholds' share was delivered .

Throughout this week of whale-
activity

whale-
activity

whale
activity , the village routine waswas-

altered
was-

alteredaltered substantially . ScfioolSclioolSchoolScliool-
was

School-
waswas let out for a day and a half..

The store was not opened duringduring-
the

during-
thethe entire week . The regularregular-
bingo

regular-
bingobingo games and movies werewere-

cancelled
were-

cancelledcancelled . People were too ex-

cited
ex-

cited
exex-¬-

cited and occupied with thethe-

whale
the-

whalewhale to have time for these-
things

these-
things

these
things .

Once a whale is gotten , hun-
dreds

hun-
dreds

hunhun-¬-

dreds of person-hourspersonhours-- are rere-

quired
re-

quired
re-re¬-

quired to take care of the meat .

It is a cooperative effort ,. and-

anyone
and-

anyone
and

anyone who is available to workworkI-

Sis welcomed . This labor is notnot-
compensated

not-
compensatedcompensated with cash as areare-

other
are-are'-

other village jobs : all help isis-

volunteer
is-

volunteervolunteer . Furthermore , thethe-

meat
the-

meatmeat is not given out to peoplepeople-
according

people-
accordingaccording to how much theythey-
work

they-
workwork . After the captain and-

crew
and-

crew
and

crew have gotten their respec-
tive

respec-
tive

respecrespec-¬-
tive shares , it is divided equallyequally-
among

equally-
amongamong all households .


