
OldQldCrow.arQldCrowarQIdCrwa1tbpakCrawowow-

toprect
.wantsts . park!

. -

totoprotecttoprect,
protectotPorcupinePorcupine herd

.

From the Whitehorse StarStuStar-

The
Stu-

TheThe pepeopleple of Old Crow wantwant-

the
want-

thethe Porcupinerorcupinejorcupine CaribouCaribou-Caribouhere*.- herehere-

protected
here-

protettedprotectedprotetted with aanewnew ,. nationalnational-
wildel11e

national-

wildernesswildernesswildel11e park in the northernnorthern-
Yukod

northern-
YukonYukonYukod . '

According to Grafton NjootllNjooUi ,
Old CrowCrow'sCrows'. representative at thethe-

Council
the-

CouncilCouncil for Yukon Indians , hehe-

met
he-

metmet with Old Crow residentsresidents-

recently
residents-

recentlyrecently to ask for directionsdirections-

about
directions-

aboutabout dealing with ""thethe slowslow-

mechanisms
slow-

mechanismsmechanisms that the governmentgovernment-

areare using to kfllkill off the 110,00010000110.000110000110A00110.000-
Porcupine

110A00-
Porcupine

,.
Porcupine Caribou .

*"*
The caribou , said NjootliNjootll , areare-

the
are-

thethe basis of the Old Crow peo-
ples

peo-
ples

peopeo-¬-
ples*.' livelihood .
""ThisThis" proposal for a wilder-

ness
wilderwilder-¬.-

ness park is specifically designeddesigned-

toto benefit the Native people byby-

protecting
by-

protectingprotecting their renewable rere-

sources
re-re¬-.

sources aandd by preserving thethe-

land
the-

landland in its natural state ,." saidsaid-

Njoot
said-

NjootllNjootNiootliNjootll, 1 . .

Helie saidaaid theiJie Old Crow peoplepeople-
must

people-
mustmust play an important part ini-
nm

in-

managementmmanagementnagement of any such parkpark-
and

park-
andand , in particular ,. be able toto-

manage
to-

managemanage over the cariboucanoou herd .

If a park 'was'Was establishedestabUshed thethe-

"Old
the-

"Old""OldOld Crow people must bebe-

guaranteed.their
be-

guaranteed.theirguaranteed.theirguaranteedtheir. . . rights to live ,

hunt , trap and fishrub within Its-

boundaries
Its-

boundaries
its

boundaries ,,*"' said Njootli .

Njootli calledcaUed for the immedi-

ate
immediimmedi-¬.-

ate withdrawal of the land andand-

water
and-

waterwater areas needed for such aa-

park
a-

parkpark (fromrom any development , inin-

cluding
in-in¬.-

cluding limiting access to thethe-

area
the-

areaarea as a tourist attractionattractlon, .

He said the Porcupine herd hashas-

flourished
has-

flourishedflourished until recently becausebecause-

of
because-

ofof its isolation , but disturbancesdisturbances-
like

disturbances-
likelike aircraft , the presence of thethe-

Dempster
the-

DempsterDempster Highway and ""suddensudden"sudden-

noises
"sudden-

noisesnoises from people , machinery ,

and other activitiesactiYities from devel-

opment
develdevel-¬.-

opment , when repeated cancan-

drive
can-

drivedrive the herd from their range .."
Njootli pointed out that aanumnum-

ber
numnum-¬.-

ber of other herds in the YukonYukon-

and
Yukon-

andand Alaska and elsewhere inin-

Canada
in-

CanadaCanada ""havehave abandoned theirtheir-

ranges
their-

rangesranges and they have decreaseddecreased-

inin numbnumbersen after they came In-

contact
inin-

contactcontact with industrial man .:.'"*.

Believing that the same thingthing-

can
thing-

cancan happen to the PorcupinePorcupinoPorcupine-

herd
Porcupino-

herdherd because of increased accessacceuacceu-

and..andand mmoremerere activity , NjootliNjootll said

there ''isisis '""'"nono'no alternative but toto-

cttablish
to-

mmejtablishcttablishb1ish
.
a wi1dewildernessess park in thethe-

two
the-

twotwotwotwomajormajormlJormajorareasareasareasareasofre LpfJheof the herdherd'sherdsherd's-
breeding

'.
breeding and wwinwinteringiiUrlngeyingeyingaicasaicasareasas.:."'

The , area
.

NjootliNjootfiNjootlii proposes forror aa-

park
a-

parkpark is the.the region north of thethe-

Ogilvie
the-

OgilvieOgflvieOgilvie River , InclIncludingding EagleEagle-
PlaIns

Eagle-
PlainsPlains to the Peel RiverRivet ,. thenthen-
north

then-
northnorth from the Old Crow areaarea-
to

area-
toto_ include Herschel Island andand-
iiii

and-
threeiiiithreethree imilesii offArArcticArcticti waterswatenwaters .

This wfllwmwill protect both thethe-

herd
the-

herd'sherdherd'sherds'. migration routes and theirtheir-

north
their-

northnorth slope breeding grounds ,.
he .saidu.lduld .

Such a park can be set upup-

under
up-

underunder the national parksparb system ,

said Njootli , but '."'ItIt.it"it will be aa-

new
a-

newnew park , a wilderness park .'""*'
Such an action would serve asas-

a
as-

aa ""clearclear indication of intent'"*. ofof-

government
of-

governmentgovernment to followfoUow its ownown-
stated

own-
statedstated policy , said Njootli , adad-

ding
ad-ad¬.-

ding it would also be a startingstarting-

point
starting-

pointpoint for the planning of a full-

fledged
full-fullfull-

fledged
fun -.

fledged park and allow nego-

tiations
negonego-nego-

tiations
-¬-

tiations with Alaska to makemake-

the
make-

thethe area an international park toto-

begin
to-

beginbegin ._
Old CrowCrow'sCrows'. proproposalsa1 echoesechoes-

calls
echoes-

callscalls by conservationistsconserationists inin-

Whitehorse
in-

WhitehorseWhitehorse in October 1970 forfor-

the
for-

thethe establishment ofofanan Interna-

tional
interna-

tional
Internainterna-¬-

tional Wildlifewndlife Range to be eses-

tablished
es-esest-

ablished
-¬-

tablished in the Yukon as part ofof-

the
of-

thethe present Alaska WildlifeWildlife-

Jean
Range1nge .

Jean Chretien , then ministerminister-

for
minister-

forfor Indian affairsaffain and northernnorthern-
development

northern-
developmentdevelopment , endorsed the plan ,

but nothing ever came of itit..

A wide range of CanadianCanadian-

conservation
Canadian-

conservationconservation groups , as wellweD asas-

American
as-

AmericanAmerican conservationists , havehave-

lauded
have-

laudedlauded the idea of an ArcticArctic-

International
Arctic-

InternationalInternational WfldlifeWildlife Park .

The federal government in I-

policy
aIa-

policypolicy statement on northernnorthern-
development

northern-
developmentdevelopment in the 1970's1970s1970'119701' ,. saidsaid-

government
said-

governmentgovernment priorities Included-

maintaining
includedincluded-

maintainingmaintaining and enhancing thethe-

natural
the-

naturalnatural environment through In-

tensified
inIn-In¬.-

tensified ecologiecologicalal research ,

more national parksparb and wildlifewildlife-

conservation
wildlife-

conservationconservation policies .
During thetho inquiry into ArcticArctic-

Gas
Arctic-

GasGas *' proposed naturalnaturalglSgas pipe-
linq

pipepipe-¬.-
linlinelinq, down the MacKenrieMacKenzie Valley .,
Mr . JustkeJuaticoJustice Tom BergerBerer , thetho inin-

quiry

in-

quiry
in-in¬-

quiry chairman ,. recommendedrecommended-
thethe establishmentestab11a1unent of aI WfldlifeWDdlifeWildlife

sanctuary in the Old CrowCrow-
region

Crow-
regionregion .

According to NjootliNjootU ., the fed-

eral
fedfed-'.-

eraeraleralgovernment! government ,. under the Ter ¬.
ritorialritorlal Lands Act , has the powerpower-

to
power-

toto designate the area as a landland-

reserve
land-

reservereserve .


