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By TERENCE COLECOLE-
Tuesday

COLE-

Tuesday

,

TuesdayTuesdayTuesdayisis the 1111Oth.anniversary11Othanniversary110thanniversaryOth .,. anniversary of the transfer of Alaska fromfrom-

"hismajesty
from-

NJUsmljCstY'the"Ids"hismajesty/"hismajestyhismajestyNJUsmljCstY'theNJUsmljCstYthe"hismajestythe., majesty'/ the EmperorEinperot oforallofsll,
all the RussiasRUsslasRuslas " to the United States ., :

On Oct . IS18 , 1867
""-

tliq
t-

liq
,, aatatthe,.the.thttht RussianRssianRylnian, American capital city hownowriow'caDedriowcaDed

'

calledcalled-
Sitka

"

SitkaSlt.bSltb.; 'the'the flagfbg of the Czar came down forror the last time in a. mostmost-
embarrassing

most-
embarrassingembarrassing cerceremonymoriy . It*

'-

Two hundred-fiftyhundredfiftyhundred.fiftyhundredfifty-. American soldiers ..marchedmarched up in rfrontfontont ofof-

Baranofs
of-

BaranorBaranofsBaranor. Castle ,.and.and stopped ""ononon the right side of the 90-foot-high90foothigh9.f'oot-high9.foothigh9.f'oot9foot().'- -- . "
flagnag90foothighflagpole , and aI party ofor RuSSRussianRussian2n2nsoldierssoldkrssoldiers assembledssembted on ' the left . At
3:30330: in the ' afternoonafternoon'theafternoonthe' the soldierssoldiersoldiersi were ordered totOpresent, presentresent armsarmy .

The nine-InchnineInchnine-lncblncb-- guns of the American warshipwanhfp inlrt the harborhUborarbor and I-

Russian
aIa-

RussianRussian battery on the wharfwharfbbeganpn to salute each other.
As ""pealpeal"pcalpcal after peal " went ""crashingcrashing and rere-echoingreechoingreechoing-<ho1l in the Borge-

sof
gorgesBorgesgorges-

ofof the surroundingsutrOunding mountains ,
*"* the RussiansRussLtnl started to lower theirtheir-

flag
their-

nagflagnag , but it got caught high upupinup-inupin,- in the rope . When the soldier didn'tdidntdidn't-
stop

didn't-
stop

'
stop pullingpuDing , the border was ripped oftoff the Imperial1mperW flag and thethe-

Czar's
the-

CzarsCzar'sCzars' standardsttndard hung there like It didn'tdidnt' want to come down . ,
A few Russian soldiers tried to climbclbnb up the flagstaff but none ofof-

themthem could get higher than about 45 (feeteet , so finally they looped thethe-

rope
the-

roperope and hoisted one man up the pole .

The soldier untangled the flag but instead ofofbringfngbringing it down withwith-
him

with-
himhim , he dropped it . The Imperial Eagle floated down and landedlanded-
on

landed-
onon the upright bayonettes of the Russian troops . The VSU.sUs. . flag waswas-

then
.

then raised and with three cheers that embarrassed the Czar'sCzarsCur'sCurs' menmen-
further

men-
furtherfurther , Russian America waswar poIto more .,

II-

WithpoliticianshaveWith the dispute over the Panama Canal treaties , some politicians
have been comparing the construction ofor the ditch across CentralCentral-
America

Central-
AmericaAmerica with the purchase of Alaska . If they do have anything intoto-

common
to-

commoncommon , it is the initial bitter opposition to the treaties . No oneone-

wants
one-

wantswants to ""givegive away" the Panama Canal and no one wanted to buybuy-

Alaska
buy-

AlaskaAlaska .

The Alaska purchase was the brainchild of the Henry Kissinger of .- -

1867 , William H . Seward . Secretary of State Seward served underunder-
Andrew

under-
Ardrew\AndrewAr\drewArdrew Johnson , who until recently was the most unpopular ReRe-

publican
Re-

publican
Re-Re¬-

publican president ,. and he gavepve Seward a free hand in foreign affaffairsr-
During

r-r,-..
During March of 1867 the Russian minister to the U.SUSU.5U5.. .., .B.uon-
Stoeckl

BaronB.uonBuonBaron-
StoecklStoeckl , and Secretary Seward met for secret talks in WashingtonWashington-
With

Washington-
WithWith the approval of the president and the rest of the cabinet , Sew-

ard
SewSew-¬.-

ard agreed that the USU.S. . would buy RussianRussia.n. American for $$7.17.171S7,2S72$7.1r-

nDUon
S7,2-

million
.,.

millionrnDUon .
On the evening of March 29 SewardSewud was playing cardscanSs atit9t home withwith-

his
with-

hishis familyfamUy whenwlien Stoeckl arrivedarrived.toarrivedtoarrived-toarrivedto.-to sasay the Emperor hadhJd cabled hIs-

approval
hishis-

approvalapproval of the deal and they could sign the treatytrety, in the morning .

As the secretary'ssecretarys' son later wrote ,. '""SewardSeward" , with aI smile of situ-

faction
SillS-

faction
satisSillS-SillSsitu-situ¬-

. ,

faction at the news ,. pushed away the whistwlllst table sayingsaymg ''WhyWhy wait I '

tilltiI1 tomorrow ,. Mr . StoeckPStoeckJStoeckl' Let us make the treaty tonight
."

t :

Before midnight they gathered inanto the offices of the Departmentpartmcnt of01of-

State
!

State , and by 4 a.mam. . the treaty was signed and ready for ratificationratifintlon II-

by
,

by the SenateSenateContinu.d., (/Continued/Continu.dContinu.d. on PailpagepIge. 12)12) f :
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(ICoContimMdContinu.dContinudnued. from pappap-

Vhen
pao.7pao7. 7')}1 ;' :- ,

.

\\VhenVhenWhen news of the treaty became public the next' day , nono one ccould-

believe
coulduld

bbelieve1ieve'that1ievethat,

.'that Seward was in his right mind .
" , ' _

{Harper'sHarpersIarper'sIarpersJiarper'sJiarpers' WeeWeeklyy sent anan,, ,.
imaginarylmaginllY correspondentconespQndent., to AlaskaAlaska toto-

Investigate
toto-

investigateinvestigate Seward'sSewards' new purchase ., """TheyThey have ice in abundance aUallaU-

the
all-

the
'

the year round .""'" he reported !.
,

_

*'""TheThe*'1'he1heThe amJe'tsamJetshamlets
'

, cities' and bergs arare all-

Ice
tilall

ice , and the Governor or Magistrate is called . the IceIce&ergerIceergerIceberger&,Berger . ''AsAs far a3-

theeye
asa3as-

thethetheeye'

(
;''eyeeye could :reachzeach jthethe fielfieldss wewere whitewhitti'!withth the harvest and thethe-

ice
the-

iceice cropcrop.wascropwas'
.,was Veryvery

"

promising-ThepromisingThepromisingThepromising.The.-_.. cattlecatt1e , they lie allaU day crosslepd-
on

crosslegged-

on
crossleggedcrosslepd

onoftheircakes of iicee, and I1 suppose they give ice-creamicecream--
.
, on accounaccountaccounf; oof(

their peculiar coolcool pspasturagessuragesurages .'"." __
Because the coastco-astcoast-

waswaiwaswaicoveredwascoveredcovered with icelee it waswaswastery'""veryvery\terytery\ slippery In-

deed
inin-

deed
in-in-¬-

deed " and he didn'tdidntdidn't-thinkdidn'tdidntthink' - think anJan''- eneinye- neinyenemyenemy ""couldcould get a foothold onn these-

shores
these-

shores
these

shores .,." AllAllinin allaD , he thought , ""II never saw a place thatthatwaswas soso-

much
so-

muchmuch in need of buying as this .""


