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Editorial CommentComma-CommaComComm-

aDisturbing

nent-nentnen-

tDisturhing
-

DisturbingDisturhing DissensionsDissensionsW-

eWe are getting a little uncomfortableuncomfoI1able sittingsittingin
,
in , our comercornercomer-

watching
corner-

watchingwatching some of our Native entities becomingbe'coplingbecoplingbecomingembroiled' embroiled inin-

some
in-

somesome worrisome bickerings amongmongamong their'their
' ownown groups . SomeSome-

of
.

of.., theseth e encounters are withinwitJn regional corporations as wellwell-

as
well-

asas other entities ,within common areas . They may have beenbeen-

well
been-

wellwell meant in the first blush but were they thoroughlythoroughly-
thought

thoroughly-
thoughtthought outout-beforeoutbefore,- before

'
they were kindled ? Were possiblepossible-

alternatives
possible-

alternativesalternatives that might work better considered ? Were thethe-

protagQIDSts
the-

protagonistsprotagonistsprotagQIDSts of the questions posedPOed$ awarea are that dissensionsdissensions-
would

dissensions-
wouldwould weakenweaken not only themselvesthemselvS as well as those that werewere-

being
were-

beingbeing subjected? '

One thingngt1 we are sure of - continuing misgivings andand-

doubts
and-

doubtsdoubts will eat intonto the fibers of . strength of the entitiesentities-
involved

entities-
involvedinvolved . Weaker efforts will result .andandapdarid., doubts against thethe-

protagonists
the-

protagonistsprotagonists , as well as the antagonists will grow andand-

sometl
and-

somethingsomethingsometl ng significant-significantsignificanrsignificantwill-- will have to be done so whateverwhatever-
recognized

whatever-
recognizedrecognized wrongs can be set right . Otherwise , continuingcontinuing-
battles

continuing-
battlesbattles will weaken both sides and distrust will set in amongamong-
their

among-
theirtheir own people .

, ,

The above, statement is not a good thing to writewrite aboutabout-
because

about-
becausebecause ourour ' Nativeative ' people at the present ),, time are heavilyheavily-
involved

heavily-
involvedinvolved in thet e implementation ofoftht;,

the; AlaskaAJaskaNativeClaimsAJaskaNativeClaims-
Settlement

, Native ClaimsClaims-

SettlementSettlement Act . This is aa' huge
'- undertakingu- ndertaking'
: undertaking ' and . itsits-

implementation
its-

implementationimplementation in a proper mannermannermanner is of >itmojst4itmosttmost importance ,

if ourour peoplepopl , att the
'
presentp 1t timetiintimeandand thosethesethQ in 'thethe'the future areare-

to
are-

toto .benefitbenefitbepefitbenefit., to the best possiblepossile extent..
The Native leaders ,_ surely, have recognized the gravity ofof-

tasks
of-

taskstasks forfOf their public --- the Native people - for whosewhose-

welfar
whose-

welfarewelfarewelfar they are-nowarenowarenow-, working . They are alsoaIso aware, we'rewerewe-rewerewere5-

U1'e
we're-

sure
'-

sure5U1'e5U1e' , that this public is like any other mass of people ,.

anywhere else and that it 'cacalcan'can be aroused if some effortsefforts-
don't

efforts-
don'tdon'tdont' seemSeem to bode well forfo that publicpu lic ; This is anan-

'eventuality
an-

eventualityeventuality'eventuality', that could.becouldbecocould ., be ., fearsomef rsome
.-
to

t-
o.to meeteet .,

.
Its powerpower-

cannot
power-

cannotcannot be ., doubted ,; ItsItssizesizesize.maysizemaymaymay. be smallmallall asasascomparedcomparedcomP:.- ItsI-

ts
red withwith-

other.mass
with-

otherother.massothermassother .,
massesmasses off peoplepe ple but.

its potential
.
potencypot ncy isti notjonptjo1QU bebe-

taken'Jigbtly
be-

takerstakentakerstaken'JigbtlytakenJigbtly' lightly.

There are other thingsngstJ that mustmust bebbewatchedwatched also . SomeSome-
furtive

Some-
furtivefurtive eyes may be watching'forwatchingforwatching-forwatchingforwatchingforopeningswatching '- for, openings to move in . TheThe-
fav9rite

The-
favoritefavoritefav9rite orOf favorable situation theset1iese eyese ei; arearare lookingl o1dng for , forfor-
one

.

one, is dissension . The'The' picturepi ture is akiriakiakin 'toto'
toto"divide-- "divide"- divided- ivide.- "dividedivide" andand-

conquer
and-

conquerconquer ,"

One ' thing thatth8t might be taken into accountcCourttaccount with moremoremore-
foreSighh' foresightforeSighh ;, moremore thantha in the'past and sincesinieesm

,
e the passageppassageSsge of thethe-

land
the-

land"claims'adtlandland"claims'adtlandclaimsadt;,'"' claimscIaims
'''- act

a- ct' a t, is 'thethe'

,
theth ' .';

'-

services
s-

ervices' Services ,. andan'd' aid 1*, ofofIoftthe"statewideoftthestatewideoftthe"statewide-
organization

I; , the "-statewide
s-tatewide"-

statewideof1'lnization
"statewide

organizationof1'lnizationof1lnizationorganization-organizationthe' ,, --:-} the Alaska.FederationAlaskaFederationAlaska.FederitionAlaskaFederitionAJaska ''.FederFeder.. ti 1'otN1otN" 'ofofJNatives,NativestiveS, Inc . TheThe-
AFN

The-
AFNcertainlyhcertainlyhasAFN hashS provedpr ved to bebe'abea'aa'a hardhaid working entity

,
andand it certainly

: hashs WashingtWashingtonri'D.CriD.CriDC:;, '
D.CDC. ;.. and CongressCoCongress1ress withinwitbiri earshotershot: With thethe-

c4operation
the-

cooperationcooperationc4operation"greatdealgreatdealcooperation ofall the regionalrego1alatasareas ,, this group cainamcan bebeaagreat"great
"

deal :mciremaremore .effectiveeffectiveeffecnve.
; and :

' infinitelymoreriulsefudfor'allinfinitelymoreriulsefudforallinfinitelymoreriulsefudfor'allc-
oncerned

infinitely1ltely '
,
.

:; moremore ; i usefulsefufor['
, ,:: for ';' all ,

concernedconcernedt ed}.-

within
w-ithin.within! tN NativeNativ regions/regionsregionsInsteadregionso :/'Instead!ea

_
of'of' r. eyeuigeyeingy g iti 'with,:ith '

:

. someSUSplQOnsonicsome ;
, suspicion ,;; morechore ' positive .,

; Approachespproaches for cooperation .
,

.shouldld be madeD,1D1,de sos- o"ms-omnymanynyofmanyof"many of the problems,. that
,

havehaveve plagued '

somesoiijieie'regionalieregional' regionalnaL8r: groupsgroupsup ;can be ,,;discusseddisaissedSsedm
.

:
'

, moremoreie . fully.fUl1yfUl1y ,, soo ,, the,' . ,

extentextent ofofunderstandingofunderstandmgunderstanding canca1c is be attainedattainedAFNIncattained .;:AFNIncAFN ;,, Lie ., cancarscarsserveserve'-
1

serve-
1

serve
'
"

' )

asasas'aasa"-

a
a"' '

a mediationmdiati ii force ' soSo that groupsgrogroupsps cancaifServecan- Iser'veIser'veIserveserve' along with ,. the " ,

peoplepeopl Involvedinvolved'andinvolvedandJiv JVed 'andd it is likely , cooperative
'

effortsfforts canccncann bringb:bungbung-
about

gg-

aboutabout heededneededneded improvements in relations
. ,

asas wellw ll asas helping toto-

SolveSomebOtherson
to-

solveSolveSomebOthersonsolve somesome bothersome
.

problemspoblem'spoblemstoblem'stoblems,* '
.:
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