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The issue of subsistencesubsistence-
hunting

subsistence-
huntinghunting moves to thetht} forefrontforforefront-
again

frontfront-
againapinagain as the State of AlaskaA1akaAlakaA1aka-
makes

Alaka-
makes

$

makes a bid to take overover-
management

over-
managementmanagement of certaincertaincertainmarinemarinemarine-
mammal

marine-
mammalmammal species living along thethe-

coastal
the-

coastalcoastal areas of the State . At thisthis-
moment

this-
momentmomentonlythe, the State manages onlyonly-
thethe walruswalru $ ; but if the FederalFederal-
Government

Federal-
GovernmentGovernment accepts a new statestate-
proposal

state-
proposalproposal to manage andandregulateregulateregulate-
seals

'

seals , otters , polar bears , seasea-

Jions
sea-

lionslionsJions , and whales , then control ofof-
these

of-
thesethese mammals willwillshiftshift to thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Department ,. of Fish andand-
Game

and-
GameGame .

A Federal AdministrativeAdministrative-
judge

Administrative-
judgejudge , MalcolmMal olm P . Littlefield , willwil-

lconduct
wil-

lconductconduct hearings in Bethel ,

Nome , and Anchorage duringlateduring1ateduring1ate-
June

duringlate-
JuneJune and July in order to obtainobtain-
testimony

obtain-
testimonytestimony of the feasibility ofof-

the
of-

thethe State proposal.. If thethe-

proposal
the-

proposalproposal , as drafted , is accepted ,

it could have a serious impact onon-

subsistence
on-

subsistencesubsistence hunters for it wouldwould-

spell
would-

spellspell an end to the NativeNative-

ex
Nativ-

eexemptionexemptionex emption from hunting
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DAVIDDAVID FRIDAY ., Numan KittutsistiKitlutsisti.tKitlutsistitKitlutsisti.tBetheltBethel,.| Bethel ., Norman Cohen ., AlaskaAlask8 LegalLegal-

Services

Legal-

ServicesServices ., Bethel ; Tom EJIanaEjlanaEltana ,. NomeNom ", also attended Pre-MarinePreMarine-- MammalsMammals-

He

Mammals-

HearingsHearingsHe rings Meeting .

regulations embodied in currentcurrent-
Federal

current-
FederalFederal LawandLaw'andLaw-andLawand'- place all huntershuntersi-
Q

hunters-
iiiniQii AlaskaAla'ska' newnew- 'regulatofY.controlnew- regulatofY.controlnew- regulatofYcontrol'"regulatory.control..

Hi111lit preparationpreparatiQn for the hearingshearings-
representatives

hearings-
representativesrepresentatives from the Nome ,

Kotzebue , Dillingham , andand-

Bethel
and-

BethelBethel areas of the State met inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage on June 17 aridandnd 18 toto-

familiarize
-

familiarize themselves with thethe-

State
the-

StateState proposal and discuss itsits-

implications
its-

implicationsimplications . The MarineMarine-
Mammal

Marine-
MammalMammal' Protection Act of 1972 ,

and end the moritoriumInoritorium on thethe-

hunting
the-

huntinghunting of marine mammalsmammals-
which

mammals-
whichwhich now appliesapp ies to'alltoall' personspersons-
except

persons-
exceptexcept Alaskan Natives living inin-

coastal
in-

coastalcoastal areas ( who areare-
specifically

are-
specificallyspecifically exempted by thethe-

Act
the-

ActAct ) .

The result would be StateState-

control
State-

controlcontrol of sea mammals , and newnew-
regulations

new-
regulationsregulations whichwhichwouldwouldwouldopenopenopen-
such

open-
suchsuch species of mammals toto-

hunting
to-

huntinghunting by sportsmen andand-

commercial
and-

commercialcommercial interests , and placeplace-
controls

place-
controlscontrols on the subsistence use ofof-

"the
of-

'thethe"the'the"' mammals .

There appear to be two issuesissues-
involved

issues-
involvedinvolved according to NormanNorman-
Cohen

Norman-
CohenCohen , an attorney representingrepresenting-
Nunam

representing-
NunamNunam Kitlutsisti , a Bethel basedbase-
dconservation

base-
dconservationconservation advocacyadvocacyo-
rganization

advocacyo-
rganizationorganization . First , the statestate-
attempts

state-
attemptsattempts to do away with thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative exemption (written intointo-
the

into-
thethe Marine Mammal ProtectionProtection-
Act

Protection-
ActAct by Congress ) by way ofof-

administrative
of-

administrativeadministrative regulations ; andand-

second
and-

secondsecond , to what degree thethe-

proposed
the-

proposedproposed regulations would openopen-

hunting
open-

huntinghunting of sea mammals toto-

sportsmen
to-

sportsmensportsmen and commercialcommercial-
interests

commercial-
interestsinterests . "SubsistenceSubsistence"SubsistencSubsistenc"

'
is numbernumber-

one
numbernumber-

oneone ," says Z . William BarrB rr ofof-

Shisl)1aref
of-

ShismarefShismarefShisl)1arefShisl1aref, ) , which sums up thethe-
feelings

the-
feelingsfeelings of those at the meeting ,

who also agree thatthatanyany-any- attemptattemptattempt-
toto do away with the NativeNativ-
eexemption

Nativ-
eexemptionexemption would hurthurt-
su

hurts-

ubsistencesubsistencesu bsistence huntingh nting , a resultresuresult-
which

! tt-

wruchwhichwruch is unacceptable to themthem-

and
them-

andand their people1peoplepeopoIe ., "II"' don'tdont' seesee-

how
see-

howhow they can dod it ,,'' it'sits' writtenwritten-
right

written-
rightright in the act ," .commentedcommented., commentedcommented-
Morris

commented-
MorrisMorris Kiyutelluk, _ ,. alsoalso from thethe-

Nom
the-

NomeNomeNom e areaa rea . ItIt .- seemsscems .clearclearclcar., ,
however , that thetheintent., intent of thethe-

proposed
the-

proposedproposed regulations, is toto-

eliminate
to-

eliminateeliminate the Native, exemption .

Participants at 'thethe' meetingmeeting-
c

meeting-
concurredconcurredc ncurred that opening seasea-

mammals
sea-

mammalsmammals to sports hunters andand-

commercial
and-

commercialcommercial interests , withwith-
control

with-
controlcontrol , is not necessarilync ssarily bad ;

but should not be jdoneidone;done at thethe-
expense

the-
expenseexpense of subsistencesubsisteflce hunters .

As Tom McKenna off MaurtelukMaunelukMauneluk-
inin Kotzebue said , "f(11(((f they wantwant-
to

want-
toto expand, the grourjgroup of personspersons-
who

persons-
whowho can hunt the seas a mammalsmammals-
thtm

mammals-
thenthenthtm that is one thingthiigthi gjgjand, and wewe-

realize
we-

realizerealize that the newjregulationsnew1regulationsnew1regulations-
would

new regulationsregulations-
wouldwould permitpenn it Natives jtotoo sell skinsskins-
again

skins-
againagain too . ButBu t 'theythey' {hey suresure-
shouldn't

sure-
shouldn'tshouldn'tshouldnt' strap regulations onon-

subsistence
on-

subsistencesubsistence hunters '!
; , in returnreturn-

oec
return-

becausebecauseoec use it is not a fairfair'radefairrade'rade ."
,
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Hearings on ,
the statestat proposalsproposals-

are
proposals-

areareare scheduled to be , held ' inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage on June 2920t, in NomeNome-
on

Nome-
onon JulyJuly'6July6' 6 , 7 , or 8 , in .BethelBethel\.'BethelBethel' ethel onon-

July
on-

JulyJulyAnchorageon12 , and again in Anchoragenchoragenchorage-
onon July 14 . Those at tr\etretJemeetingtJemeetingItJemeeting-
expressed

tl{\> < e meetingmeeting-
expressed

I

expressed hope that marjymamaI y peoplepeople-
will

'

willpaceinill attend the hearing and placeplapaceee-

InIninin testimony of-ofoftheir.-, their ownow-
nthoughts

ow-
nthoughtsthoughts on the NativeNative-
exemption

Native-
exemptionexemption and the proposedproposed-
state

proposed-
statestate regulations ., -'

.


