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Rep .: Charlie ParrParr seeks re-electionreelection- to Alaska leglegislatureslatllre

. ,
,

Public education , tax'refontlitaxrefontlitax-refonrttaxrefonrttax-reformreform'- ,
,;

OCS
,

impact , freedomfreedom ofof-

infonn
of-

informationinformationinfonn tion -,' andandagriculturalagriculturalagricultural-
development

'
developmentdeyelopment areareaa '

few of,,. thethe-
key

the-
keykey issues ' he will .continuecontinue.; toto-

address
to-

addressaddress if the voters return himhim-
to

him-
to

,

to officeffice next year , Rep . CharlieCharlie-
ParrParr said .recentlyrecently., after he filedffiled-

for
eded-

forfor re-electionreelection-- to his seat. .
in thethe-

AJ
the-

AlaskaAlaskaAJ ka Legislature4gisl tur . "

Parr , a Democrat , was the only'only'only-
freshman

'

freshman House member fromfrom-

Fairbanks
from-

FairbanksFairbanks to ' chair,, a majormajor-
standing

major-
standingstanding committee in the NinthNNinth-
Legislature

th
,

, Legislature-LegislatureLegislaturLegislaturethe- , . the House ., SelectSelect-

Committee
Select-

CommitteeCommittee on ' Education . IfIf-

'ieelected
If-

reelected' 're-elected'rereelected'ie-elected'ieiere-elected- , he said , "mymy"my-
prospects

"my-
prospects

"
prospects for againa in

,

securing ,.

committee ., assignments areare-

excellen
are-

excellentexcellentexcellent.."',.'
AsAschairmanchairman of the EducationEducation-

Committee
Education-

CommitteeCommittee , Rep . Parr played aa-

leadership
a-

leadershipleadership role in shaping

legislation affectingaffectfng thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity ., of Alaska , the state'sstatesstate's-
public

state's-
public

'
public schooschool} system , andandotherotherother-

top
other-

toptop priority matters , such as thethe-

disposition
the-

dispositiondisposition of AlaskaAtaska MethodistMethodist-
Unive

Methodist-
UniversityUniversityUnive ity and thethecontroversialthecontroversial-
college

, controversialcon troversialtroversial-
collecollecollege tuitiont iti n grant programpr<?gram .

As'aAsa' membermember of the influentialinfluentiaiinfluentiai-
House

influential-
HouseHouse Judiciary Committee , hehe-

alsodraftingmedicalalsoso hadmdmdahadaa large part in draftingdrafting-
medicalmedical malpractice legislation .

A strong believer in freedom ,

of publicpublic-public'infonnatioopublicinfonnatioopublicinformation'
'- information , Rep .. ParrParr-

sayssaysys that of all of his legislativelegislative-
accomplishments

legislative-
accomplishmentsaccomplishments , he'shes' proudestproudest-
ofof.. the bill he introduced on thatthat-
Ubject

that-
subjectsubjectUbject$ which is currently in thethe-
fmal

the-
finalfinalfmal stages of consideration inin-

the
in-

thethe SenateStnate: .

"TheThe" bill attempts to balancebalance-
the

balance-
thethe citizen'scitizens' right to knowknow-
against

know-
againstagainst the right of privacyprivacy-
guaranteed

privacy-
guaranteedguaranteed in the Alaska

constitution ," PdrrParrP rr
(,
said ,. "WeWe"We-

haven't
"We-

haven't
"

haven'thavent''' done it before , and inin-

this
in-

thisthis post-WatergatepostWatergate- era , with itsits-

revela
its-

revelationsrevelationsrevela tions ofofwholesalewholesalewholesale-
invasions

wholesale-
invasionsinvasions of citizen privacy , itit-

seems
it-

seemsseems high time that we do ."
Parr sees responsiveness as aa-

key
a-

keykey element for a good
legislatorgoodlegislator. "WhileWhile" II'can'tIcant'

can'tcant' alwaysalways-
agree

always-
agreeagree with everybody ,,"" he said ,

"II" can'can'can ., listen to and try toto-

undeIstapd
to-

understandunderstandundeIstapd their views befofe-befofebef01ebeforebefofe-
making

-'.

making upup my mind . And whilewhile-
II can'tcant' alwaysalways'guaranteealwaysguaranteealways-guaranteealwaysguarantee'-guarantee results ,

,""
he ' added , "II" recognize anan-

overriding
an-

overridingoverriding obligation to followfollow-
up

follow-
upup on the problems mymy-
constituents

my-
constituentsconstituents bring to me .."'"

While social and economiceconomic-
impact

economic-
impactimpact from Outer ContinentalContinerualContinerual-
Shelf

Continental-
ShelfShelf oil and gas developmentdevel pment isis-

not
is-

notnot an issue$sue of immediateimmediate-
concern

immediate-
concernconcern to Interior AlaskaAlaska-
residents

Alaska-
residentsresidents , Parr said , it'sits' one

whichimplicationsforcarries major implications
for the state as a whole .

The cost to the state andand-

affected
and-

affectedaffected
'-

communities
c-

ommunities
'-

communit
c-

ommunit'-

communites' communitieses ' ofof-
projected

of-
projectedprojected OCS impact stemmingstemming-
from

stemming-
fromfrom the nine lease salessales-

proposed
sales-

proposedproposed by the federalfederal-
government

federal-
governmentgovernment offoft Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska 's shores ,

is expected to be greater thanthan-
the

than-
thethe costs of impact from thethe-

transAlaska
the-

transAlaskatrans-AlaskatransAlaska--- ' oil
,

pipeline , he
'

oilAlthough
pointed out.. AlthoughAlthough-

he
the billbill-

on
bill-

onon OCS impact he authored thisthis-

year
this-

yearyear didn'tdidnt' pass , ParrTarr, said , thethe-

need
the-

needneed forfo ( legislation like it willwill-

become
will-

becomebecomebecomemoremore'more-more'- obvious as OCSOCS-

development
OCS-

developmentdevelopment proceeds offoff-

Alaska's
off-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' coastline in the domingcomingcoming-
months

coming-
monthsmonths and years .

One of his continuing concernsconcerns-
centers

concerns-
centerscenters on the need to encourageencourage-
the

encourage-
thethe development ofofagriculturalagriculturalagricultural-
lands

agricultural-
landslands and activities in Alaska inin-

advance
in-

advanceadvance of predicted world-wideworldwideworldwide-
food

-

., food shortages , Parr said .

He has sponsored , and willwill-

continue
will-

continuecontinue to push , legislationlegislation-
which

legislation-
whichwhich would require the state toto-

make
to-

makemake state lands available forfor-

agricultural
for-

agricultural '.agricultural purposes .

"OneOne" of the major deterrentsdeterrents-
toto the production ofof-
homegrown

of-
homegrownhomegrown foodstuffs as I seesee-

it
see-

itit ," Parr said , "isis" the state'sstatesstate's-
t

state's-
failure

'
failuretilure to release and earmarkearmark-
land

earmark-
landland for farmingfanning in AlaskaAlaska-

despite
Alaska-

despitedespite the'the' existence ofof-

hundreds
of-

hundredshundreds of thousands off acresacres-

of
acres-

ofof arable soil here .."
Also high on his list of policypolicy-

priorities
policy-

prioritiespriorities is tax relief forfor'theforthefor'the-
state's

' thethe-

state'sstate'sstates' overburdened propertyproperty-
owners

property-
ownersowners in organized boroughsboroughs-
wn

boroughs-
whowhown pay most of the local costcost-
of

cost-
ofof schools and education inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska .

Legislation must be enactedenacteqenacteq-
which

enacted-
whichwhich spreads the school taxtax-
burden

taxtax-

burdenburden to major propertyproperty-
owners

property-
ownersowners in the unorganizedunorganized-
borough

unorganized-
boroughborough of the state who nownow-
pay

now-
paypay littlehttte or no school taxes .

Parr said .

Finally , he said , statestate-

government's
state-

government'sgovernment'sgovernments' mushroomingmushrooming-
bureaucracy, bureaucracy must be curbed andand-

decentralized
and-

decentralizeddecentralized in order to bringbring-

more
bring-

moremore efficiencyemciency to governmentgovernment-
operations

government-
operationsoperations and to adapt themthem-

more
them-

moremore closely to local needs .

"UnderUnder" a highly centralizedcentralized-
state

centralized-
statestate government like ours ,

,"*"' ParrParr-

explained
Parr-

explainedexplained , "there's-"there'stheres"there'sa" ' -, a tendencytendetendency-
to

yy-

toto, increase the numbernumbe'r' '

of chiefschiefs-

asas opposedpposed to thethenumber-numbernumber'number-' ofof-

indians
of-

indiansindiansindians , and I believebeliev-
edecentralization

believ-
edecentralizationdecentralization of statestate-
government

state-
governmentgovernment would help to offsetoffset-

that
offset-

thatthat trend .."
Asked why he would like toto-

be
to-

be, be re-electedreelected-- to the statestate-
legislature

state-
legislaturelegislature , Parr replied : "TheThe"The-

success
"The-

success

"

success I'veIve'' enjoyed these pastpast-
two

past-
twotwo years in ., influencinginflu ncing thethe-

course
'

course of legislation to thethe-

advantage
the-

advantageadvantage ofofmymy constituentsconstituconstituents-
and

ntsnts-

andand the state indicates to meme-

that
me-

thatthat I'mIm' an effective lawmaker/lawmakerlawmaker-
That

/, -_
That gives me a great deal ofof-

personalpersonal satisfaction , and a sensesense-

of
sense-

ofof fulfillment .."
Rep . Parr is a retired ArmyAnnyAnny-

officer
Army-

officerofficer and a former UniversityUniversity-
ofof Alaska faculty member . HeHe-

and
He-

andand his wife Karen live on ChenaChena-

Hot
Chena-

lotHot[ lot Springs Road , in a house ,

which she designed and which ,

he says , "hashas" lots ofofourour ownown-

elbow
own-

elbowelbow grease On itit.."


