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Alaska Native leaders ,

state officials andand-
representatives

and-
representativesrepresentatives ofofotherotherother-
Alaskan

other-
AlaskanAlaskan interests testifytestify-
during

testify-
duringduring Senate hearingshearingsWAS-

HINGTON

hearingsWAS-

HINGTONAlaska

hearingsWAS-

HINGTONAlaskaWASHINGTONWASHINGTONAlaskaWASHINGTON-AlaskaWASHINGTONAlaskaWASHINGTON-AlaskaWASHINGTONAlaska-AlaskaAlaska- Native leaders , a statestate-

official

state-

officialofficial , representatives of various Alaska interests andand-

Sen
and-

SenSen . Mike Gravel , D-AlaskaDAlaska- ,. were critical of thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartment of the Interior'sInteriors' handling of certaincertai facets ofof-

the
of-

thethe implementation of the Alaska Native ClaimsClaims-

Settlement
Claims-

SettlementSettlement Act ( ANSCA ) .

They testified during the firstfirs-
tday

firs-
tdayday .ofof.of Senate InteriorInteriorC-
ommittee

InteriorC-
ommitteeCommittee oversight hearings ono-
nissues

o-
nissuesissues concerningconcerningi-
mplementation

concerningi-
mplementationimplementation of theththe-
settlementsettlement actct . Further hearings ,

at whichwmch morem re Alaskan groupsgroups-

and
groups-

andand an interior official willwil-

ltestify
wil-

ltestifytestify , are scheduled forfor-

Monday
for-

MondayMonday .

Most of the persons whowho-

testified
who-

testifiedtestified before the committeecommittee-
today

committee-
todaytoday said they were concernedconcerned-
with

concerned-
withwith the delay in conveying landland-

titles
land-

titlestitles to Native groupsgroupswhohavegroupswhohave-
now

, ,. who havehave-

nownow made all theirtheir landland-

selections
land-

selectionsselections .

"AlthoughAlthough" section 14Aof14A( ) of thethe-

act
the-

actact (ANSCA ) provides that titlestitles-

to
titles-

toto lands selected by NativeNative-

corporations
Native-

corporationscorporations are to beb conveyedconveye-
dimmediately

conveye-
dimmediatelyimmediately after selection ,

inordinately long delays areare-

occurring
are-

occurringoccurring between selection ofof-

land

of-

landland by Native corporations andan-
dtransfer

an-
dtransfertransfer of title to thethe-

corporations
the-

corporationscorporations ,:"' Gravel said .
(Continued on Page 66f?'
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The delay "severelyseverely" limits thethe-

N
the-

NativesNativesN a tjves in planning andand-
development

and-
developmentdevelopment of their resourcesresourcesresources-
which

' ourcesources-
wruchwhichwruch of course is essential to thethe-

life
the-

lifelife and success '- ofo- f''- ofo- f' of thethe-
corporation

the-
corporationcorporation ," Gravel said .

And ,;,, GravelGrav l and Martin bothboth-
pointed

both-
pointedpointed out thatthat the delay is notnot-
only

not-
onlyonly hampering the Natives , butbut-
is

but-
isis also hindering the state inin-

making
in-

makingmaking their land selections .
According to those whowho-

testified
who-

testifiedtestified today , mush of the landland-

title
land-

titletitle problem revolves aroundaround-
decisions

around-
decisionsdecisions on easements acrossacross-
Native

across-
NativeNative lands . While everyoneeveryoneeveryone-
seemed

everyone-
seemedseemed to agree-agreeagreethat-' that somesome-
easements

some-
easementseasements are necessary , mostmostmost'-
expressed '''expressedxpressed'expressed disappointment withwith-
the

with-
thethe way interior is handling thethe-
easement

the-
easementeasement question .

Ed Weinberg , counsel toto-

Koniag
to-

KoniagKoniag ,, Inc . , a NativeNative-
corp

Native-
corporationcorporationcorp or tion , said the problemproblem-
seems

problem-
seemsseems to be that the InteriorInterior-
Department

Interior-
DepartmentDepartment has not adaptedadapteq. itsits-

procedures
its-

proceduresprocedures to the SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct .

He said mush of the currentcurren-
teasement

curren-
teasementeasement problem couldcould-
probably

could-
probablyprobably be solved if InteriorInterior-
would

Interior-
wouldwould just give the variousvarious-
parties

various-

partiesparties a "yesyes" or01' a nonQ and thethe-

reasons
the-

reasonsreasons within a reasonablereasonable-
period

reasonablereasonable-
periodperiod of time ," then proceed toto-

give
to-

givegive the Native groups title to thethe-

landr
the-

The
landlandr.
landrThe

TheThe problem with the currentcurren-
tprocedures

curren-
tproceduresprocedures , according , toto-

I

to-

WeinbergI ' WeTnbergWeinbergW mberg , is that the Bureau , ofof-
Land

of-
LandLand Management (BLM) willwill-

not
will-

notnot grvegivegive title to the landlandselectedselectedselected-
ifif the easement specifications areare-

challenged
are-

challengedchallenged .

That leaves the land underunder-
federal

under-
federalfederalfederalcontrolcontrol until the courtscourts-
can

courts-
can

'

can rule on the easementeasement-
question

'-

question
q-

uestion
'

, question ., Weinburg said this cancan-

take
can-

taketake anywhereywhere from one to threethree-

years
three-

yearsyears . j

The problem wouldwo- 'uldwo- uldwould
'

bebe-

resolved
be-

resolvedresolved , according to Weinberg ,

ifjf the Secretary would assumeassume-

the
assume-

thethe 'powerpower' he has been ' givengiven-

under
given-

underunder the ANCSA SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct andavid reservereseIVe the easements ,

this would permit the Natives toto-

receive
to-

receivereceive title to lands while thethe-

easement
the-

easementeasement question is beingbeing-

resolved
being-

resolvedresolved , Weinberg said .

While land title
'-

and
a-

nd
'-

and
a-

nd
'-

andeasements'and easementseasements-
were

easements-
werewere the primary issue discussed ,
they were not the only topicstopics-
raised

topics-
raisedraised . Both Sam Kito , presidentpresident-
ofof the Alaska Federation ofof-

Natives

,

Natives and JohnBorbridgeJohn Borbridge , Jr. ,
president of Sealaska Corp . ,
urged the committee to act to seesee-

that
see-

thatthat Congress appropriates thethe-

funds
the-

fundsfunds authorized for AlaskaAlaska-
Natives

Alaska-
NativesNatives in 1973 .

In 1973 , Congress authorizedauthorized-
advance

authorized-
advanceadvance oil and gas royaltyroyalty-
payments

royalty-
paymentspayments to the Alaska NativeNative-
Fund

Native-
FundFund which were to continuecontinue-
until

continue-
untiluntiluntiloiloil began to flow in thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska pipeline .

That money , which was toto-

begin
to-

beginbegin in fascalfiscal year 1976 at thethe-

rate
the-

raterate of $55$ S million every sixsix-

months
six-

monthsmonths , was taken out of the
1976 fiscalfjscal budget by thethe-

Administration
the-

AdministrationAdministration .

spokesmanfor, Stanley Dempsey , a spspokesmanokesman
for the American MiningMining-
Congress

Mining-
CongressCongress , asked the CommitteeCon.I11nI11.ttee

topolicyforconsider a multiply-usemultiplyuse- policy
for federal land in Alaska thatthat-

contains
that-

containscontains valuable minerals .

Jack HessioqHessiovi , a spokesman forfor-

the
for-

thethe Alaska chapter of the SierraSierra-
Cl

Sierra-
ClubClubCl b , asked the committee toto-

close
to-

closeclose D-lDlD-IID-11--- lands to the furtherfurther-
filing

further-
filingfiling of mining claims .

Others who testified at thethe-

hearings
the-

hearingshearings today werewere : JohnJoh-
nSackett

Joh-
nSackettSackett and Tim Wallis ,

representing Doyon Limited ;

Donald , NielsonNiehon and EricEric-
Treism

Eric-
TreismanTreismanTreismnTreism n , representingrepresentirg thethe-
Bristol

the-
BristolBristol Bay Native Corporation ;

Daniel Alex , representingrepresenting-
Eklutna

representing-
EklutnaEklutna Village Corporation ;

William Anderson ,; representingrepresenting-
Ouzinkie

representing-
OuzinkieIrankPetersonOuzinkie Village , Inc . ; FrankIrank;Frank-
PetersonPeterson , representing AyakulikAyakulik-
Village

Ayakulik-
VillageVillage ; and Karl Armstrong ,
representing Koniag , Inc .

Both Gravel and Guy Martin ,
Commissioner of NaturalNatural-
Resources

Natural-
ResourcesResources for the state ofofAlaskaAlaska ,
cited the interior department'sdepartments'
delaydepartment'sdelayin transferringtransH rring title as oneone-
of

one-
ofhamperinglandof the major problems hampering
land planning in AlaskaA1 ka .


