
IIi II1r, II F $ 4
,

tf

\11\ !I
.ff. . ', '

' )!
o,o-

.Il .II.
:;
.

4 .
A ,

! I r
+

{ br-

l
4

1 1

.
J '

,

1 t '41 ee-

ff

"" 1 x

. ,' -' . , ---rr.- "" , .,. .. .
CHECKING OUT the nownew supplyIUpply of comic books att Kotzebue'sKotzebuesKotzebue'. newnew-

bookstore
new-

bookstorebookstore arcare Harold Jessup , left, and RandyRandv Walker , both 10,. TheThe.hopThehopshop. gotgot-

its
got-

itsits big break when a book supply firmfirmfirmaccidentallvfirmaccidentallyaccidentallyaccidentallv shipped.hippedhipped. in a large numbernumber-
of

number-
ofof childrenchildrens * books...
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Comic booksbooks-
bigbig hit atatat-

KotzebueKotzebueKotzebueByMARGIEBAUMANKotzebueBy
ByMARGIEBAUMANByMARGIEBAUMAN-

KOTZEBUE
ByBy MARGIEMARGIE BAUMANBAUMA-

NKOTZEBUEA
BAUMA-

NKOTZEBUEAKOTZEBUE-KOTZEBUEKOTZEBUEAKOTZEBUE-AA-A line formsforms-

clear
forms-

clearclear out into the hall everyevery-
Wednesday

every-
WednesdayWednesday as young readersreaders-
come

readers-
comecome to check thethenewnew supply ofof-

comic
of-

comiccomic books in Kotzebue'sKotzebues' firstfirst-

bookstore
first-

bookstorebookstore .

While that may be somewhat ofof-
an

of-
anan irony to traveling utilityutility-
consultant

utility-
consultantconsultant Keith Ragsdale , whowho-

opened
who-

openedopened the shop to provide thethe-
populace

the-
populacepopulace with something else toto-

read
to-

readread , Ragsdale is pleased with thethe-

stirems
the-

stirestirera'sstirerasstiremsstire his' shop has caused .

A huge order of children'schildrenschildren's-
books

children's-
books

'
books , shipped to 'himhim'

him byby-
accident

by-
accidentaccident , got things off to aa-

roaring
a-

roaringroaring start .,

Unaware thaithat he had receivedreceived-

the
received-

thethe wrong order , Ragsdale hadhad-

employes
had-

employesemployes stock the shelves withwwith-
everything

ththe-

verythingeverything from "RaggedyRaggedy" Ann "
to "LittleLittle" Tootle" and residentsresidents-
began

residents-
beganbegan snapping them up for theirtheir-
offsp'ring

their-
offspringoffspringoffsp'ring' .

The children followed inin-

pursuit
in-

pursuitpursuit ofoof(comiccomic books .

And , Ragsdale found, much toto-

his
to-

hishis surprise , that western novelsnovels-

are
novels-

areare a big hit too in thisthis-
predominently

this-
predominentlypredominently Eskimo city of
2,4002400,, .

Ragsdale came to KotzebueKotzebue-
from

Kotzebue-
fromfrom Anchorage more than aa-

year
a-

yearyear ago , to plan a functional ,

modern telephone system for thethe-

northwest
the-

northwestnorthwest area ,.

As he stayed in Kotzebue andand-
his

and-
hishis affection for the residentsresiden-
tsincreased

residen-
tsincreasedincreased , Ragsdale waswas-
dismayed

was-
dismayeddismayed to find that there waswas-
nothing

was-
nothing.nothingnothing.,

,

to read . \;
'

"ThereThere"TT" ere were guys with PhDsPhOsPhOs-
reading

PhDs-
readingreading comic books ," he said .

The reason was that 'thisthis'thisf-

lourishing

'

this
flourishingurishing community , whichwhich-
has

which-
hashas acquired a cable televisiontelevision-
system

television-
systemsystem , modern hotel and severalseveral-
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KotzebueK tzebue bookstore . . .
, (Continued fromtrorT'! PagePa e li11)111i1])

new stores in the past four yearsyears ,
had no bookstore .

Ragsdale'sfirmSo in February , Ragsdale'sRagsdales'
firm , RAI Associates Inc . , rentedrented-
space. space in the renovated EskimoEEskimo-
Building

kmomo-
BuildingBuilding on the shoreswores ofof-

Kotzebue
of-

KotzebueKotzebue SoundSoundBy. -ByBy
-
By mid-MarchmidMarch- ,

they were open for business .

"TheThe"" biggest draw in thatthat-
bookstore

that-
bookstorebookstore is magazinesmagazines/magazinessaid,/"' saidsaid-
Ragsdale

said-
RagsdaleRagsdale , who said the stopstop-
carries

stop-
carriescarries everything from comics toto-

Scientific
to-

ScientificScientific America .

Just the other day , he said , hehe-

spotted
he-

spottedspotted two children outside thethe-
shop

the-
shopshop door,.

"Let'sLets" ' go in and look at thethe-
comic

the-
comiccomic books ," said the first.. "WeWe"We-
were

"We-
were

"
were just in there this morning ,"
his friend argued .

"YeahYeah" , but maybe
,

they got aa-

new
a-

newnew shipment in by now ," camecame-
the

came-
thethe reply .

As word of the bookstorebookstore-
spread

bookstore-
spreadspread , orders have even 'comecome'

come byby-

mail
by-

mailmail . Ricky Henry , ' 10 , ofof-
'Selawik

of-
SelawikSelawik'Selawik' , a community half anan-

hour
an-

hourhour away by bush plane , wrotewrote-
to

wrote-
toto request $77$ worth of comiccomic-
books

comic-
booksbooks , advising trTatthl1tthat he'dhed' returnreturn-
on

return-
onon the next plane those he hadhad-
read

had-
readread before .

"SoonSoon"" we'llwell' need more floorfloor-
space

floor-
spacespace for greeting cards , records

ndandandRagsdalesaidofficeofficeofficesuppliessupplies ," RagsdaleRagsdale-
saidsaid .

Meanwhile , he'shese'ses' alsoa1s> opened aa-

bookkeeping
a-

bookkeepingbookkeeping and tax serviceseIViceseIVic-
ebehind

service-
behindbehind'helplo'helplocal'thethe'

the ., bookstore ,;," '

to Tielp'helphelp''locallo al residents aridand businesses .

"WeWe'We"' expect to provide a lot ofof-

h
of-

helphelph lp for fishermen ," he said ,.

"We'reWere" ' going to give customers aa-

little
a-

littlelegallydeductiblelittle book to log legally
deductible expenses ."

"Ninty-nine"NintyNintynine"Ninty.nineNinty.nineNintynine" -. per cent of themthem-
are

them-
areare paying too much taxes ," hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid . By showing area residentsresidents-
how

residents-
howhow to keep good records of allall-

1egitimately
all-

legitimatelylegitimately1egitimately deductible expenses ,

RagsdaleRa dale hopes to contribute inin-

still
in-

stillstill another way to Kotzebue'sKotzebuesKotzebue's-
enrichment

Kotzebue's-
enrichment

'
enrichment ,.


