
Definition of ""IndianIndian,

" in question
I amTI of the TlingitThngl! tnbetube fromfrom-

Southeastern
from-

SoutheasternSoutheastern Alaska . I hvelive herehere-
In

here-

inin Anchorage andandalthoughalthough 1I 1amam-
involved

am-
Involvedinvolved in many committeescommittees-
regarding

committees-
regarding 'regarding the education of-

Natives
ofof-

NatrvesNativesNatrves , I am here before you as-

a
asas-

aa concerned parent..

My statements will be in re-

gard
rere-re-re-

gard
¬-

gard to the definitiondermition of IndiansIndum!..

Back in fallfail of 19791979wewe weiwerewere-

really
were-

reallyreally scrambling to get together-
our

togethitogether .

our testimonytestunony for the hearingheanng on-

the
onon-

thethe DefinitionDefimlton of IndiansIndl8ns VWeWe-

have
We-

havehave not heardheardanythinganything sincesince-

In

since-

InIn our research we did find-

the
findfind-

thethe following1following ',

* In 1492 ., Columbus did thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst definitionderlnlllOn and he gotgol it-

wrong
itit-

wrongwrong ;

* Today , Anthropologists

patiently explainexplallJ to the Aleuts-

In
Aleuts

in Kodiak that they are notnot-

really
not-

reallyreally Aleuts,,, but Eskimos ;

* Many American Indians-

Recognize
Indians-

Recognize
Indians

Recognize each other by asking ,
""AreAre you enrolled ?"" My per-

sonal
perper-¬.-

sonal feeling is , 1I don'tdont' have toto-

enroll
to-

enrollenrollenroll;;; IIwaswas bomborn a Native . EnEn-

rollint
En-En¬.-

roUintrollintrolling if for people who want toto-

join
tol-

OinjoinlOin an organization .

This is the message we want-

you
wantwant-

youyou to take back to the ""GreatGreat"Great-
White

"Great-
WhiteWhite Chief .. " We appreciateapprecl8te thethe-

efforts
the-

effortsefforts of the U.SUS.. . to help us dede-

fine
de-de¬.-

finerlne who we are . But , we have-

been
havehave-

beenbeen told from early chchildhood-
who

childhooddhooddhood-

whowho we are . therefore ,. we asas-

Alaska
as-

AlaskaAlaska NativesNatrves should be ijsked9tkeded toto-

define
to-

definedefine who is15 a NativeNatrve ahdacidarid whowho-

Is

who-

isis not It was successfully donedone-
for

done-
forfor the Alaska NativeNatrve Landland-
Claims

Land-

ClaimsClaims Settlement ActAct-

Let
Act-

Let
Act-

LetLet all the tribalInbal orgaruza-orgaruzaorganiza-organiza -.

tions:-- - Alaska be themin group toto-

detennine
to-

determinedetenninedeterminene who is a NativeNatrve !

The success rate would bebe-

higher
be-

higher
be-

higherhigher becaubecause" "we know' eacheach-

other
each-

other

LL-

otherother andandwouldwwould elunlnateeliminate oneone-

factor
one-

factorfactor that has been a contin-

uous
contincontlcontin-¬-

uous barrierbarner in reaching AlaskaAlaska-

Natives
Alaska-

NativesNativesNatives,,, that is , that the VSU.sUs. .

insists on calling us allaU ININ-

DIANS
IN-IN¬.-

DIANS .

As a chchildd when the teacherteacher-

told
teacher-

toldtold us were INDIANS , we wentwent-

home
went-

homehome and toldlold our parents . MyMy-

mothers
My-

mothersmothers ' reactionreacUOn was to veryvery-

qUICkly

very-

quicklyquickly advise me that ""wewe"we.arewe.areweare"we.are-
NOT

.areare-

NOTNOT IndiansIndl8ns,, we are TLIN-

GITS
TUN-

GITS
TUN-TUNTLIN-TLIN-.

GITS ! " She has told my child-

ren
child-

ren
childchild-¬-

ren the same thingthing-

ThIS

thing-

This
thing-

ThisThis is typically a problemproblem-

throughout
problem-

throughoutthroughout the state where thethe-

feeling
the-

feelingfeeling about this is so strongstrong-

that
strong-

thatthat BIA had to change theirthelltheir-

name

thell-

namename to ANS .

If you thinkthinkthisthink.thisthink-thisthinkthis-.--thisthis is a pfproblemblm ,

imagineunagle the Aleut that is told byby-

Ihe

by-

thetheIhe anthropologist that he is anan-

Eskimo

an-

EskunoEskimoEskuno ,, then have to sign a formform-

to

form-

toto say that they are certifiedcertified-
INDIANS

certified-
INDIANSINDIANS ! It would ttakeke susuchsuch-

little
hh-

httlelittlehttle effort to10 add ALASKAALASKA-

NATIVES
ALASKA-

NATIVESNATIVES to the titlesIItles of aU-

these
allaUall-

thesethese programs and make it rere-

Iev

re-

levpnt
re-re¬-

Ievlevantlevpntnt totogsus . '- . . . ' .

OnDne-whottDnewhottOne-WhoM'TIthOneWhoM'TIthWhoMTIth-:WIIO !
''TTTlthttt IV-IVIV.program-' ..prairaJiiprairaJii.prdgratitprdgratit.programprogram.prdgrati-

tdisappeared

:

disappearedd1S3ppeared from ""thethe chain "
.

becausecause parents refused to SIgn-

the
signsign-

thethe fonnsforms' is that states that thIS-

is
thisthis-

isis for INDIAN STUDENTS ,.

Since the consequences of nol-

stgrllng

notnolnot-

signingstgrllngsigningg the certificationcertlficallon formsforms-

makes
forms-

makesmakes i the student ineligible-

for
meligible-

lor
ineligible-

for
meligible-meligibleineligible-ineligible--

forlor services , it11 would bebewellwellwell-

to
well-

toto adaddd to the littitleIe . ""AlaskaAlaska"Alaska-

Natives
"Alaska-

NatrvesNatrvesNatives i
" andandalsoalso provide aa-

space
a-

spacespace. for NativeNaltve CorporalCorporationsIOns ,.

so weve can identifyIdentifywllhidentifywithwithwllh It-

It

itit-

ItIt is further assumed , becausebecause-

of
because-

ofofofmtermarrl8geofintermarriageintermarriagemtermarrl8ge thaithat therethere-

would
there-

wouldwouldwouldeventuallyeventually bebenono moremore-

Natives
more-

NatrvesNativesNatrves . The VanishingVamshlng RaceRace-

con
Race-

conceptconconceptconept--eptept has not happened in
200 years and will not happen ,.

therefore we .re.ommendreommendrecommend thatthat-

the
that-

thethe follo-

Section
follo-follofollowing" - be ell/mnaledellmnaledeliminated/ fromfrom-

Secllon
from-

SectionSectionSecllon 453 ., that reads .,
"""whowho"whoI-

SIS a descendant ., In the first oror-

second
or-

secondsecond degreedegree-degree. "-

My last comment IS PleasePlease-

Include
Please-

includeInclude us In all planning forfor-

NatIVe

for-

NativeNatIVe education and In thethe-

development
the-

developmentdevelopment of formsforms-

In
forms-

InIn SummarySummary-
e SummaryLete* LeiLet the Alaska tribaltribal'

oror-

ganizations
or-

nictations
or-or-.

ganlzatlonsganizationsnictations define who is aa-

NatIVe

a-

NativeNatIVe ! and accept theirthell dOdot.u-

mentation
docudot.u-dot.u<..u-.u. .-

umentallon

¬-

mentationmentallon in place of enroll-

Tnent
enroll-enroll-enroll-

ment
-.

Tnentomentment forms
* Delete ,.

""whowho is desen-
dant

descendesen-desen' , .-

dant in the first or sesecondsecond-

degree
ondond-

degreedegree ". fromfcom section 453 in thethe-

Act

the-

ActAct
*. Change the titlesmles of thethe-

programs
the-

programsprograms and forms lo10to Include-

Alaska
includeinclude-

AlaskaAlaska' - - ' a NativesNallvesNatives-

II* Include the Alaska NauvesNativesNauves-

to
Natives-

toto plan andandmakemake <hangeschanges Iin thethe-

educallon
the-

educationeducalloneducation program and formsforms-

ShirleyShllleyShirley Kend.1IKend1IKendall.


